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2009 SFA-RWA  
HEART TO HEART CONTEST SCORESHEET 

 
Name of Submission:  
 
Target Publisher:                Approx. Word Count:   
 
Scoring: 5 = Excellent (publishable for an editor) 4 = Good (needs minor work, close 
to publishable) 3 = Average (adequate, but not special. Concentrate on problem 
areas.) 2 = Fair (shows promise, but needs improvement) 1 = Poor (needs major 
revisions)   
 
Judges:  Must give reasons and make comments if you score any item 3 or lower. 
The scoring items are provided as a reminder of what to consider, but are not 
intended for the entry to be judged solely on these traits 
 
Judge’s name (optional):  ________________________________________________ 
 
Published, Romance     Published, Other                             Writing Teacher              
Unpublished                           Golden Heart Finalist      RWA - PRO  
 
JUDGE'S COMMENTS:  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

ITEM DESCRIPTION SCORE 
Appearance Is the manuscript neat and presented professionally in format?  
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Mechanics:   Correct grammar correct, spelling, and punctuation?  
Plot:     Is there an intriguing and believable situation that captures  

The reader’s interest, avoids cliché’s, and is skillfully developed? 
 

Motivation: Are the character’s actions and reactions appropriate and  
well-motivated? 

 

Dialogue: Natural, and realistic, moves the story forward without  
overwhelming the reader with information? 

 

Setting: Can the reader easily see and feel the story without being  
intrusive? 

 

Point of View: Properly used, changes are handled well and don’t bounce  
between characters excessively or inappropriately? 

 

Research: Accurate, non—intrusive, interesting, important?  
Conflict: Good use of internal and external conflict?  
Pace:     Does the scene(s) flow smoothly without jarring the reader   

so the forward momentum of the story will continue? 
 

Development: Are the actions and emotions shown, not told? Does the  
writer use two or more of the five senses to create a vivid  
picture? 

 

Narrative: Is there a good balance between dialogue that’s  
interesting and necessary and progresses the story  
without overwhelming the reader with information? 

 

Relationship: Believable and exciting from the initial attraction with  
potential emotions and physical awareness and/or  
attraction developing to a satisfying conclusion? 

 

Hero Adequately developed, multidimensional, believable,  
interesting, good physical description, sympathetic, and  
likeable? 

 

Heroine:    Adequately developed, multidimensional, believable,  
interesting, good physical description, sympathetic, and  
likeable? 

 

Style:   Does the writer have a unique, fresh voice?  
Market:   Seems appropriate for the targeted publisher, sensual  

tension is correct with an appropriate plot? 
 

Secondary  
Characters   

Were they necessary and non—intrusive? If not introduced, did the 
exclusion distract from the story?  

 

Hook Does the scene(s) start at the right place and grab your  
attention? 

 

Overall Appeal: Would you want to read more of this book, if published?  
   TOTAL SCORE   

 


