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Upcoming Meeting 

Kimberly Whalen is a Literary Agent and Vice-President 
of Trident Media Group. Her interests are diverse and her 
clients include: Cherry Adair, Kylie Adams, LeAnne Banks, 
Stephanie Bond, local member Allison Brennan, Roxanne 
St. Claire, Kresley Cole, Julie Kenner, Karen Kendall, 
Sonia Singh, and Karin Tabke. 

 

Agent appointments will be raffled off. 

 

Get ready to pitch! 
 

 

 

Meeting Info  
 

Date:  
 

April 14, 2007 

  

Place:  
 

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery 

and Restaurant 901 Gilman 

St. Berkeley, CA 94710 510-

528-9880 Directions: Off I-80, 

take the Gilman Street exit. 

Drive east seven blocks. 

Alehouse is on left. Meeting 

room is upstairs.  

 

Cost:  
 

Reserve by midnight  

April 11: $20 members  

$25 nonmembers  

After April 11: $25 members 

$25 nonmembers  

Please bring exact change. 

Checks accepted.  

 

Agenda: 
 

8:30 Registration & 

continental breakfast  

9:30 Business Meeting  

10:00 Presentation  

11:30 Raffle & adjourn  

 
To reserve, visit www. 

sfarwa.com before midnight 

Wednesday, April 11, 2007. 

Click on “Meetings.” Or 

email Ginny Vermillion at 

dginny1942@cs.com. 
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    Spring H as Sprung!   

 
 
Anyone have Spring fever? I do.  Spring is probably my  
favorite season with the exception of autumn on the east  
coast.  What I love most about springtime is the promise of 
 renewal.  Out with the old, dead, and tired, in with the  
new, fresh, and vibrant. 

 
The beauty of the season is upon us, and I for one cannot  
wait to plant seeds and watch them grow into a beautiful 
garden.   

 
Okay, you guessed it, Iõm going to equate the renewal season with renewing our 
writing.  Whether itõs beginning a new story, jumpstarting a wip, shopping for an 
agent, landing a sale in a different sub-genre or just rearranging your office and 
garnishing your desk with a fragrant bouquet, itõs all about beginnings.  Give 
yourself a break.  Allow yourself to look only forward and begin anew.   
 
Now, do we have some treats in store for you this month.   
Our guest speaker is Kimberly Whalen, VP and literary agent of Trident Media 
Group. She will be looking at queries and answering those burning agent questions 
you are just dying to ask.  Kim will also be taking pitch appointments after the 
meeting.  Must be present to pitch! 
 
Not only will we be raffling off pitch appointments but April brings us a new 
mentor!  Iõm going to tease you.  This mentor has been a chapter member for many 
years.  She is multi-multi published.  She writes in several romance sub-genres.  
She is a RITA finalist, she is multi-award-winning, and well, she is one of my 
favorite ladies. When I grow up, I want to be just like her. She is most happy to 
step up and be our next mentor.  Must be present to participate in the raffle and 
must be present to WIN! 
 
My thanks to Allison Brennan, our inaugural mentor.  You did a fab job, A!  Thank 
you. 
 
I want to congratulate our RITA finalists Allison Brennan, Jasmine Haynes (Skully), 
and Pam Rosenthal! 
 
FYI:  We have booked the incomparable Margie Lawson for November 10th.  She will 
be presenting her all day workshop, Empowering Charactersõ Emotions.  Why am I 
telling you now?  Because there will be limited space, and it will be first come, first 
paid, first served. Margie is a hot ticket.  So put her on your calendar.   
With that, ladies, I bid you adieu and look forward to seeing all of you at the April 
meeting. 
 
Write on, 

 

 

Heart of the Bay Newsletter    •    April 2007    •    San Francisco Area Romance Writers of America    •    www.sfarwa.com             2 

 

A Note from the Prez... 
 

 

Due to Renew: April* 
Suzanne Barrett 
Kate Cole 
Susan Crosby 
Carol Culver 
Jackie Fleming 
Barbara Freethy 
Tonda Fuller 
Linda Hill 
Carolyn Jewel 
Victoria Johnson 
Rose Lerma 
Karen Morrison-Knox 
Poppy Reiffin 
Pam Rosenthal 
Regina Schneider 
Karin Tabke 
Jackie Yau 
 
New Member: 
Virna DePaul 
 
Rejoining Members: 
Linda Santo 
Trish Cetrone 

 
*Please ignore this notice if youõve 
already paid your dues.  
-Newsletter Editor 
 

 

 

Membership & Pub News 
Annual dues are $30. New member 
dues are $30 plus a onetime instal-
lation fee of $2, for a total of $32. 
Members may renew at the meeting 
or send renewal checks, payable to 
SFA-RWA, to Ginny Vermillion, SFA-
RWA Membership, 5609 Schooner 
Loop, Byron CA 94514. Please report 
all address, phone and email 
corrections to Ginny. Also send her 
any changes in publishing status 
(first sales, new publishing house).  
E-mail changes to 
dginny1942@cs.com. 
 
 

 

From the Editor 
Deadline for the May newsletter: 
April 15.  Please send your articles, 
good news, sales, cover images, and 
calendar items to Tawny Weber: 
tawnymwr@aol.com. Articles may be 
reprinted by RWA members if you 
notify the newsletter editor and 
credit the author and SFA-RWAõs 
Heart of the Bay. Romance Writers 
of America and RWA are registered 
service marks of Romance Writers of 

America. 

 

mailto:dginny1942@cs.com


 

 

                  Chapter  Bookshelf      

 

 
 

RED HOT REUNION  
Pocket Books 

   
Emma Cartwright never forgot 
college love Jason Roberts. But when 
her parents decided she should marry 
a man from her own background 
instead of the boy from the wrong 
side of the tracks, Emma didn't fight 
them. Now, 10 years later, she 
arrives at their college reunion 
divorced, with little joy in her life. 
She hopes to regain what she once 
had with Jason. But Jason is a new 
person -- a chef with an award-
winning Napa Valley restaurant, a 
bestselling cookbook and a successful 
television show. Can he overcome his 
anger from the past and realize that 
Emma has changed? ~ Page Traynor, 
RT, 4 1/2 stars, TOP PICK ~ "Another 
sparkling book from Andre, her latest 
is filled with emotion, excellent 
characters, wonderfully described 
settings and sizzling sex."  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FEAR NO EVIL 
Donõt be afraid . . . Be terrified. 

 
Instead of preparing for her high school 

graduation, Lucy Kincaid is facing a vicious 
execution. Lured by an online predator, 
sheõs destined to die horriblyðlive on the 

Internetðwhile hundreds of heartless 
viewers watch and vote on the method of 
her slaughter. Her familyõs only hope rests 
with Kate Donovan, an FBI agent who took 
on the same sadistic killer once before . . . 
and lost. Blamed for another girlõs 

gruesome murder, Kateõs been fighting to 
clear her name. But she agrees to join the 
hunt for Lucyðand reluctantly steps back 

into her worst nightmare. 
 

With time running out before the bloody 
webcast airs, Kate teams up with forensic 
psychiatrist Dillon Kincaid to get inside the 
head of her twisted quarry, zero in on his 

chamber of horrors, and reach Lucy before 
grim history repeats itself and another 

innocentõs brutal death goes hideously live. 
 

 

 
 

A TASTE OF HONEY 
Three brothers that define the 
word sexy  and the women who 

love them. Feel the heat...  
  

Stripping It Down 
Kit Loughlin has no qualms about 

discussing sex in her online column.  
Using a pseudonym, she keeps her 

private life private and that includes 
the intimate details of her first 

time.  No one knows about that but 
her and Jake Donovan.  Now Jake 
just reappeared in her life with 

something to prove and a lot of new 
moves. And his scorching touch 

sends Kit into meltdown 
  

A Taste of Sin 
When Dr. Kelly Sullivan comes back 

to her small home town, Nick 
Donovan falls in lust and love--all 
over again.  Kelly is beautiful.  

Super-smart.  Utterly sensual. And 
most definitely his kind of woman in 

and out of bed. 
  

Kiss Me Twice 
Oh, those memories of Mike.  Karen 
Sullivan can't forget the man. Mike 
Donovan was hotter than hot.  She 

can't resist just one more night in his 
loving arms.  But his intense 
sexuality cuts through all her 

defenses and rocks her world all 
over again. 

 

 

 

 

 

CANDY STORE 
Ellora's Cave 

 
On the verge of losing her candy store, Callie Moore 
decides to blot out her troubles with a tall, dark, 
handsome stranger. Tobey Danville isn't about to 
turn down a cute, curvy blonde who offers sizzling-
hot sex in a commercial refrigerator at his best 
friend's wedding reception. But the next day, when 
Callie discovers that Tobey is the consultant she has 
hired to save her store, they find it difficult to 
concentrate on business. Especially when giving and 
getting pleasure in each other's arms is so much 
more fun! 
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San Francisco Area Chapter News 
 

           Roses & Ribbons         
 
Congratulations to our RITA and Golden Heart finalists! 
 
RITA: 
Best Long HistoricalñThe Slightest Provocation by Pam Rosenthal 
Best Romantic NovellañòSomebodyõs Loveró in Somebodyõs Lover by Jasmine Haynes 
Best Romantic SuspenseñThe Kill by Allison Brennan 
 
Golden Heart: 
Best Manuscript with Strong Romantic ElementsñWhen Last I Loved You by Jan Eklund Tracy 
 
NYT bestselling author Allison Brennan sold her next romantic suspense trilogy to Linda Marrow 
and Charlotte Herscher, and three books in a new FBI romantic suspense series, to Linda 
Morrow at Ballantine, via Kimberly Whalen at Trident Media Group. 
 
Kate Douglasõ Wolf Tales IV (Kensington Aphrodisia) has been picked up by Doubleday Book Club 
and will be the featured alternate this summer in the Science Fiction, Literary Guild, Rhapsody 
and Doubleday catalogs. The book is scheduled for a July release and is the seventh story in the 
series so far. The other three Wolf Tales single titles have only appeared in the Rhapsody 
catalog. 
 
Rose Lerma is thrilled to announce her first sale!  Itõs a historical romance, Seducing Annie, 
sold to Champagne Books.  Release date is June 2007. 
 
Look for Bella Andreõs article on òThe Romance of Napa Valleyó in the April issue of Romantic 
Times Magazine. Highlighted are Bellaõs books set in Napa Valley: Tempt Me, Taste Me, Touch 
Me and Red Hot Reunion. 
 
Candice Hern's IN THE THRILL OF THE NIGHT has won the RT Reviewer's Choice  
Award for Best Regency Historical. 

North Atlantic Books is  reprinting  Pamela Heath's "Suicide: What Really Happens in the 
Afterlife?"  She also received an iUniverse top performer award for the sales of her other 
nonfiction book, called "The PK Zone: A Cross-Cultural Guide to Psychokinesis." 

Alice Gaines' fantasy, Child of Balance, will be released by Cerridwen toward the end of April.   
"A dark and richly woven tale filled with hauntingly memorable characters and vivid world-
building. Ms. Gaines' style is lyrical, with amazing imagery that will stay with you long after the 
last page has been turned. Truly a must read!" ~~ Jan Zimlich, Author of "The Shadow Prince"  
 

Board Minutes... submitted by Josie Brown, Secretary 
    The meeting was called to order 12:05pm.  On the agenda was the approval of a projected budget for 
2007.    The Financial Report shows that $3,672.63 in funds are on hand. 
 
   The board approved some changes to the current budget, to be  reflected in the 2007 proposed  budget, 
as shown below. These include: 
   1. Modifying the Chapter's monthly newsletter expenses by sending via  email vs. mailing. Not only is 
this environmentally sound, it is a savings of $1200 in printing costs, and $50 in additional postage 
   2. Contests will be conducted online, thus saving the chapter an additional $271 in paper/hardcopy 
expenses. 
   3. PAN expenses were increased, to reflect the need to promote its published authors to the public, 
with quarterly or group signings and other special events. 
   4. Speaker fees were increased, so that professional speakers of interest to chapter members and 
potential members can be invited, thus increasing member and guest attendance. 
 
Also discussed: 
   Funds will not be coming out of the General Budget for a Chapter Book, which in itself is a fundraiser. 
That said, in order to cover the expense of a Chapter Book, ads will be sold for the back of the book to 
publishers. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.  

 

Calendar 

 
April 7 The Black 

Diamonds chapter 
welcomes Josie 
Brown, who will 
present òWham, 
Bam, Thank You 
Maõam: 1-2-3 
Important 
Components for 
the Plotting and 
Pacing of Your 
Story.ó Josie will 
also be raffling a 
chapter critique.  

 
April 13 Regency dance 

lessons/practice, 
8ð10:30pm, St. 
Markõs Episcopal 
Church, 600 
Colorado Avenue, 
Palo Alto. Cost $8.  
(Enjoy the 
diverting slideshow 
with audio at 
www.paloaltoonlin
e.com/news/show_
story.php?id=4530.) 

 
April 13ð15 The Sacramento 

Valley Rose 
chapter presents 
its Spring Retreat 
at the Old Oak 
Ranch, Sonora, CA. 
FMI see 
www.sacramentova
lleyrose.com/sprin
gRetreat.php 

 
April 25 Writing Fairy Tales, 

UCSC Extension in 
Santa Cruz, 10am-
4pm, $135. 

 
April 26 Readersõ Group 

meeting at 
Borders, Old Town 
Los Gatos, 6:30pm. 
Hosted by Romance 
Expert Ellen 
Higuchi.  

 
April 28 The Silicon Valley 

chapter presents 
Alice LaPlante on 
òCraftñShowing 
not Telling.ó The 
meeting will be 
held at the Holiday 
Inn Express near 
the San Jose 
airport and the 
junction of 880 and 
101. FMI see 
www.svrwa.com/m

eetings. 



 

 

   

 

Editorõs 
Letter... 
 

Weõre going 
ELECTRONIC!  
 
SFA RWA is 
joining the 
electronic age, 
first with our 
Heart to Heart 
contest, and 
now with our 
newsletter.   
 
Starting with the 
May Issue of 
Heart of the 
Bay, the 
newsletter will 
be sent via email 
to all chapter 
members and 
associates.  Not 
only will this 
change save the 
chapter 
considerable 
funds that will 
be put toward 
workshops and 
member benefits 
ð itõs good for 
the 
environment!  
 
In addition, this 
means the 
newsletter can 
expand.  With 
that in mind, 
please consider 
if youõd like to 
help the chapter 
AND build name 
recognition 
through writing 
a monthly or 
quarterly column 
or submitting 
articles. 

 
 

From Publisherõs Lunch: 
Warner Books has changed its named to Grand Central 
Publishing, reflecting their soon-to-be new address on 
Park Avenue just north of the station. òIt also reflects 
the publisherõs renewed commitment to publishing a 
diverse range of books and offering readers content 
through new channels and new formats.ó 
 
At Avon, Anne Marie Spagnuolo has been promoted to 
group executive managing editor, overseeing mass 
market, trade paperback and Harper Luxe. She has been 
at Avon for more than 20 years. 
 
Former Crown editor Jason Pinter will join St. Martinõs 
as an editor on March 26. He will continue to acquire 
commercial fictionñthrillers and mysteriesñas well as 
nonfiction in pop culture and other categories. 
 
Hachette Book Group USA has renewed their sales and 
distribution contract with their former corporate 
brethren at Time Inc Home Entertainment. The line 
òships close to 1.8 million books annually.ó 
 
From Shelf Awareness : 
The Seattle Post-Intelligencer has a cheery article 
whose headline sums it up: òTeens buying books at 
fastest rate in decades. New ôgolden age of young adult 
literatureõ declared.ó 
(http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/books/306531_teenlit0
8.html) òKids are buying books in quantities weõve 
never seen before,ó Booklist magazine critic Michael 
Cart told the paper. òAnd publishers are courting young 
adults in ways we havenõt seen since the 1940s.ó 
Popular categories include graphic novels, adventure, 
romance, humor and ògritty coming-of-age tales. . . . 
More notably, though, thereõs a new strain of 
sophistication and literary heft as publishers cater to 
the older end of the spectrum with books that straddle 
teen and adult markets.ó One aspect helping the boom: 
òTeens are actively shaping the literary scene, as more 
librariesñincluding the Seattle Public Libraryñform teen 
advisory groups to attract young readers and help 
influence collections. Publishers sometimes use them as 
focus groups, and the American Library Association 
solicits teen input before it votes on its annual list of 
Best Books for Young Adults.ó 
 
From Cyndi Myersõs market newsletter: 
The bestselling Cup of Comfort book series is looking for 
stories for five new volumes. Stories should be between 
1,000 and 2,000 words, uplifting and original. 
Preference is given to narrative nonfiction that reads 
like fiction. Payment is $100 plus a copy of the book in 
which the story appears. One story from each volume 
receives a $500 grand prize. Submit stories by email to 
wordsinger@aol.com. Paste the story into the body of 
the emailñno attachments, please. For detailed writerõs 
guidelines: www.cupofcomfort.com.  
Editors are looking for stories with the following 
themes: 
 

 A Cup of Comfort for Horse Loversñstories that 
portray horses as companions, helpers, messengers, 
healers, teachers, heroes, and inspirational forces 
in peopleõs lives as well as stories about the 
incredible things that people do out of love for a 
horse or horses. Submission Deadline: 5/15/07 

 A Cup of Comfort for Cat Loversñoriginal and 
compelling testaments to the deep connection 
between cats and the people who love them as well 

as heartwarming and humorous tales about truly 
amazing felines. Most of the stories in the book will 
be about domestic cats (pets), but the editors are 
also interested in stories about feral and exotic 
cats. Submission Deadline: 7/01/07 

 A Cup of Comfort for Breast Cancer Survivorsñ
uplifting stories about the experiences and 
emotions involved in battling and surviving breast 
cancer. Possible story themes include but are not 
limited to: diagnosis, treatment, emotional impact, 
support systems, healing practices, coping 
mechanisms, effect on loved ones, effect on 
personal and/or professional life, life after recover, 
prognosis, positive post-cancer outcomes. 
Submission Deadline: 8/15/07 

 A Cup of Comfort for Spouses & Children of People 
with AlzheimerõsñThe inspiring stories in this 
collection will show how love prevails and how lives 
thrive when a spouse or parent has Alzheimerõs. 
Submission Deadline: 10/15/07 

 A Cup of Comfort for Divorced Womenñuplifting, 
contemporary stories on a wide range of topics of 
importance to divorced women, including but not 
limited to: dating, children, relationship with ex, 
in-laws, finances, friends, solitude, personal 
transformation, healing, revenge, mending fences, 
the exõs new wife or lover, empowerment, 
rediscovery of self. The majority of stories will be 
written by women who are or have been divorced. 
Stories can be poignant, irreverent, humorous, 
witty, or wise. Submission Deadline: 12/31/2007 

 
Krishan Trotman has been promoted to associate editor 
at Atria. 
  
Selina McLemore, editor, and Latoya Smith, editorial 
assistant, have been added to Warner's list of acquiring 
editors. 
  
Virgin Books is seeking to add U.S. authors to its Black 
Lace and Cheek imprints. For Black Lace, they're 
interested in paranormal/cross-genre, contemporary 
and exceptional historical erotica and erotic romance.  
Stories for Cheek should be contemporary erotica or 
erotic romance set in the U.S. A good way to break in 
here is by contributing a short story to one of their 
themed anthologies. Several new authors have 
progressed to full-length novels after selling short 
stories. The editors are currently looking for short 
stories for three new collections: paranormal erotica, 
sex in public, and sex with strangers. Novels should be 
70,000 - 75,000 words. The website is 
http://www.black-lace-books.com/ but I was unable to 
find writer's guidelines there. Send submissions to Adam 
Nevill, erotica editor, at Virgin Books, Black 
Lace/Cheek, Thames Wharf Studios, Rainville Road, 
London, W6 9HA, United Kingdom 
  
Rocky Mountain Fiction Writers is now accepting entries 
for its 24th Annual Colorado Gold Writing 
Contest. Romance, Mystery, Speculative Fiction and 
General Fiction entries are judged by editors working in 
that genre. First prize in each category is $100. A 
number of entrants in the contest have gone on to 
publish. For information and entry forms, go to 
www.rmfw.org. 
 
To subscribe to Cyndiõs newsletter, send a blank e-mail 
to cynthiasterling-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
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Market News compiled by Shelley Bates 
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A Morning Spent with James N. Frey (the Other One) 
 
James N. Frey (not the author of A Million Little Pieces) entered a packed room of writers waiting eagerly for his pearls of wisdom. A creative 
writing teacher and working writer, Jim began his talk with the aphorism, òattitude is more important than the craft of writing.ó However, he 
went on to say, learning craft is much easier than learning attitude. And attitude impacts how you write. As we were still mulling over these 
important nuggets, Jim continued sharing the useful and fine-tuned concepts heõs covered in his best-selling writing craft books, including How 
to Write a Damn Good Novel: 
 
On Premise 
Dramatic premise is a dramatic character in a dramatic struggle causing that character to undergo a dramatic change (òtransformationó). 
Years after completing his writing craft book and after having taught a multitude of classes, Jim explained that he had finally distilled his key 
learnings into that one sentence. But it took him a while to get thereñto really understand premise. His mentor provided him the key. Early in 
his writing career, this mentor called Jimõs writing lazy. By this he meant that it lacked conflict. The turning point came when his mentor 
introduced him to Lajos Egriõs book on The Art of Dramatic Writing. From Egri, he learned about premise. 
 
Two great examples of dramatic characters (that is, they undergo a transformation of character) are Scarlett O'Hara in Gone with the Wind and 
Michael Corleone in The Godfather. They both start as one type of character, they both had conflicts to deal with, and they both transformed 
into entirely new characters at the end of the story.  
 
Does your story contain dramatic characters? Ask yourself these questions: What are my characters like in the beginning? What do they struggle 
against? What are they like in the end? Ask these questions not only with regard to the scope of your novel, but also of every scene in your novel. 
Ask yourself, òDid I have a dramatic character, dramatic struggle, and a dramatic change?" Every scene should have a dramatic emotional or 
character transformation. 
 
On Conflict  
Jim cautioned the group against thinking that all conflict has to be action-related. Conflict is people's desires or needs being blocked. Conflict is 
the struggle to attain oneõs desires or needs. Egri said drama isn't life; it is the essence of life. The essence of life is struggle. Keep this in mind 
as you write each chapter, each scene, each line.  
 
On Writing Fiction  
Jim said that the act of writing can have a profound effect on a writer. The writer wonõt notice the transformation, but the impact of the effect 
can cause a slow change. The writer may start to live more solitarily, or find herself lapsing into her story world where the imagined world 
becomes more real than the real world itselfñand that change can be good for the writer. Writers want to achieve this. Why? Because the more 
the writer lives in their fictional world the more vivid details they can share with their readers to hook them and bring them into that same 
world. People read fiction to enter a fictional world. Jim explained further: òIn fiction, actions have consequences (unlike the real world).ó And 
readers read fiction for that reason.  
 
He added, òIn a sense, fiction writing is religious.ó It is moral. There are consequences to wrong decisions and wrong actions. Therefore, when 
writers produce stories, they are, in essence, teaching their readers how to live by showing them the consequences of their actions. Albert 
Camus said that the purpose of the writer was to keep civilization from destroying itself. Readers want to read fiction. They want to read your 
dramatic stories. 
 
On the Dramatic Character  
Jim stressed that a dramatic character is not necessarily a bold and adventurous typeñalthough they could be. Dramatic characters can be quiet 
on the outside, but full of passion and desire on the inside. Dramatic characters are not wimps; they are bold. The key is this: the more a 
character struggles, the more they are transformed. Then youõll have written a dramatic story.  
 
On Creating the Story Question  
To hook the reader from the beginning, a writer must create a story question in the readerõs mind. This should happen from the very first 
sentence of the book. According to Jim, itõs a matter of attitude that determines how a writer starts his/her story. A common problem for 
writers is that they donõt start their characters in terrible trouble. Start in the first sentence. Raising story questions is a great way to do this.  
 
Another, maybe better, way is to start with a strong action (not necessarily a violent action). Another tip he shared was òcreate the story 
question and the suspense by what you tell the reader; not what you withhold from the reader.ó Withholding information creates a weaker story 
question. Share small details that create questions in the readerõs mind about the charactersõ conflicts and motivations. 
 
On the Imitation Exercise  
Jim recommends that writers do the imitation exercise to improve their writing. Pick an author you like and copy their prose, word for word, for 
15 or more minutes. Copy a page or two. Type it or write it out but do it regularly. Itõs best to copy writing from an author in the same genre you 
are writing in. After a few months of this, youõll find yourself writing in that writerõs voice. Do this daily. Do this diligently. If you can write in 
someoneõs voice, youõve picked up their style. Do this exercise with another authorõs work and learn their voice. What is the benefit to doing 
this? By studying other voices, you will find and better learn your own voice and the power of voice. This can also be a good warm-up exercise to 
help jumpstart your writing day.  
 
With his usual great wisdom, Jim says, òThe winning attitude is about writing daily and writing with conflict in mind. Without conflict, there is no 
story.ó You canõt have conflict without the right attitude in mind. Want to write a damn good novel? Learn to have the right attitude. 
 
For more information about James N. Frey and to read his articles on craft, visit him at www.jamesnfrey.com. For more information on his 
imitation exercise, read his The Ten Rules of Writing article. 

 

March Meeting Recap by Madelyn Bello 
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2007 San Francisco RWA   

Heart to Heart Contest  
 

The 2007 Heart To Heart Contest sponsored by the San Francisco Area 

Romance Writers is open for entries!! 

 

 

ENTRY DEADLINE:  June 6, 2007 

 

WHAT’S NEW for 2007: 

~This year, entries will be accepted electronically ONLY.  Save on paper and 

postage! 

~All entries will be judges by 2 published authors! 

~Scoring based on 20 key areas guaranteed to make your entry shine! 

~All entries will receive 4 scores. The lowest score will be dropped and the 

average of the remaining  

   3 scores will constitute the final score! 

~Contest entry fees will be accepted by Paypal or check! 

~More chances to win with the addition of our new EROTIC category! 

 

WHAT TO ENTER: 

The magical scene in which your hero and heroine meet for the first time, 

maximum 15 pages (optional one-page set-up, unjudged) 

 

FIRST ROUND JUDGES: 

All first-round judges are trained, experienced critiquers and published 

authors 

 

FINAL ROUND JUDGES -  Acquiring editors and/or agents: 

~Wanda Ottewell (Harlequin Books) - Erotic 

~Hilary Sares (Kensington Publishing) - Paranormal 

~Allison Brandau (Berkley Publishing) -Romantic Suspense 

~Megan McKeever (Pocket Books) - Single Title 

~Cindy Hwang (Berkley Publishing) – Historical 

~ Laura Barth (Harlequin Blaze) and Literary Agent, Sha-Shana Crichton 

(Crichton & Associates Literary Agency) - Contemporary  

 

For contest overview, official rules, entry form, and score sheets go to: 

http://www.sfarwa.com/ 

Questions?? – Contact LaConnie Taylor-Jones, Contest Coordinator at: 

laconnie@comcast.net 

 

Call for Submissions! 
 
For an anthology of advice written by you, 
the members of the San Francisco RWA 
chapter. 
Titled: The Ultimate (ROMANCE) Writerõs 
Guide: Everything you always wanted to 
know 
about Creation, Craft and Connection: 
Written by writers who know! 
 
Open to ALL SFA-RWA chapter members, 
published in romance, other genres, and 
unpublished. Yes, this means that we are 
asking ALL members to contribute their 
expertise. 
 
What we are looking for:   
-- Articles from our published authors, up to 
1400 words; you can split this word count 
with your 
agent or editor, so each would write 700 
words 
-- Articles from our as-yet unpublished 
writers, up to 350 words 
Use our topics or your own to write your 
piece, and propose a title when you submit 
it. The Book 
Committee editorial committee will 
consider it. 
Since we canõt put every submission into 
our book, we will be looking for candid, 
practical 
advice, things you wished youõd known 
starting out. Our intended audiences are: 
- new RWA members 
- beginning and intermediate writers of all 
genres hungry for real information on how 
to succeed 
and eager to learn something new 
 
Rights: 
First time North American publication 
rights. After publication the author may use 
the article in 
print or online as long as the first place of 
publication is noted. 
Benefits of being in the book: 
- Promoting yourself and your 2008 book to 
a wide audience 
- A writing clip for your site and portfolio 
- A fundraiser for the chapter; a way to give 
back 
 
More info:  
http://www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/cha
pterbook.pdf  
 
Deadline for submissions: July 1, 2007 
How to submit: send your article as an 
attachment (Times new Roman. 12 pt.) to 
sfarwabook2008@gmail.com, subject line: 
SUBMISSION. Please include in your email: 
-- a short bio, up to 30 words 
-- a sentence on your latest book, or 
projected book for Spring or Summer 2008 
-- attach a jpeg b/w photo of yourself, if 
you have one. 
 

You may submit up to three articles. 
 

http://www.sfarwa.com/
mailto:laconnie@comcast.net
http://www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/chapterbook.pdf
http://www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/chapterbook.pdf


 

 

 

Our kidsô favorite 
Christmas joke:  

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus?  
 
Claustrophobic!  
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PresidentñKarin Tabke  
   KLTabke@aol.com 
Vice President, ProgramsñBeth Barany  
   bethbarany@gmail.com 
Vice President, AdminñPoppy Reiffin  
   pr@reiffin.com 
SecretaryñJosie Brown  
   JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net 
TreasurerñLaConnie Taylor-Jones  
   laconnie@comcast.net 
MembershipñGinny Vermillion  
   dginny1942@cs.com 
ReservationsñGinny Vermillion  
  dginny1942@cs.comor  
  login to 
www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/reservations.asp 
Newsletter EditorñTawny Weber  
   tawnymwr@aol.com 
WebsiteñJoAnn Smith Ainsworth  
   joann299@sbcglobal.net 
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Executive ManagerñAllison Kelley 
(Tel) 281-440-6885 (Fax) 281-440-7510 
www.rwanational.org 
 
RWA Executive Officers 
PresidentñGayle Wilson 
SecretaryñKathy Carmichael 
TreasurerñConnie Newman 
 
Region #6 Directors 
Jill E. Limber 
Diane Pershing 
 
PAN LiaisonñDiane Pershing 
PRO LiaisonñJennifer Crump 

 

SFA-RWA on the Web 
www.sfarwa.com 
To subscribe to the chapter announcement link or the chat link, go to the members section of www.sfarwa.com 

and click on “Add to SFA-RWA YahooGroups.” Or, change your membership information at www.sfarwa.com/membersonly. 
 


