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Upcoming Meeting 

For writers interested in writing about crime in any of its variants, 
come to our Crime Panel. We are excited to have four experts 
scheduled to speak. Come prepared with questions! 

Writing the perfect murder mystery  or romantic suspense means 
creating a crime scene that is not only bloody, but believable. The 
San Francisco chapter of the Romance Writers of America invites all 
Bay Area authors to hear this seasoned panel of law enforcement, 
medical and legal experts make death come alive.  

The panel includes coroner, Richard Vetterli; San Francisco 
homicide investigator Holly Pera; Alameda County Deputy District 
Attorney Melissa Krum; and UC Santa Cruz Forensic Anthropologist 
Alison Galloway.  

Note: A resource handout will be available to attendees. 

 

Panel with Short Presentations and Q & A 
 

 

 

Meeting Info  
 

Date:  
 

August 11, 2007 

  

Place:  
 

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery 

and Restaurant 901 Gilman 

St. Berkeley, CA 94710 510-

528-9880 Directions: Off I-80, 

take the Gilman Street exit. 

Drive east seven blocks. 

Alehouse is on left. Meeting 

room is upstairs.  

 

Cost:  
 

Reserve by midnight  

August 8: $20 members  

$25 nonmembers  

After August 8: $25 members 

$25 nonmembers  

Please bring exact change. 

Checks accepted.  

 

Agenda: 
 

8:30 Registration & 

continental breakfast  

9:30 Business Meeting  

10:00 Presentation  

11:30 Raffle & adjourn  

 
To reserve, visit www. 

sfarwa.com before midnight 

Wednesday, August 8, 2007. 

Click on òMeetings.ó Or 

email Ginny Vermillion at 

dginny1942@cs.com. 
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Wow, I canõt believe we are well into the second 
half of the year. Summer will be waning before we 
know it and the holidays will be upon us.  Where 
does the time go?  Sometimes I feel like just a blink 
in this universe.  And as such, I often remind 
myself, time waits for no one, not even those of us 
with the best of intentions.  Iõm sure you know 
where this is going.  J  Iõm so predictable.  But 
hereõs the thing.  As I write this letter I have been 
home less than 2 weeks from National and have 
accomplished more in ten days then I normally 
accomplish in a month. 

 
 It has to be so.  I have deadlines, responsibilities, a family and more 
stories to dream up.  So, while time doesnõt wait for me, I donõt wait for 
time.  I just do it.  And so should you.  Write, ladies.  Itõs what we do. 
 
Now, real quick, I want to thank past president and long time SFARWA 
member Barbara Freethy for so graciously agreeing to be our next 
mentor. Remember, we raffle our mentors off, and you must be present 
to win.  As in at the Aug 11th meeting. Iõd also like to extend my gratitude 
to Jennifer Skullestad for her mentorship.  You went beyond the call of 
duty, Jen.  Thank you. 
 
We will also be raffling off a 50-page critique by Trident Media Group 
uber-agent Kimberly Whalen. Again, must be present to win. 
 
Oh, and one more thing.  A huge thing.   I think I can speak for the entire 
chapter when I thank LaConnie Taylor Jones for single handily making this 
yearõs Heart to Heart contest a screaming success.  LaConnie, you did a 
fantastic job!  Thank you, thank you, thank you!  
 
With that, Iõd like to remind you of the awesome panel we have for this 
monthõs meeting.  Seen at the Crime: What Every Mystery Writer 
Should Know about Murder Scenes. 
  
And even if you write comedy, there is more to our meeting than our 
interesting panels, coffee , donuts/bagels, booksellers, and chocolate, 
thereõs each other!   
 
I also want to add this note:  While I think we have a fabulous chapter 
and fabulous members there is always room for improvement. Please do 
not hesitate to email me with a suggestion.  KLTabke@aol.com  Weõre all 
in this together. 
 
See you August 11th. 
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A Note from the Prez... 
 

 

Due to Renew: August* 
Kate Benn 
Dona Budd 
Sonya Dow 
Cornelia Fogle 
Mary Kay Foss 
Rachelle Henry 
Candice Hern 
Kay Keppler 
Desirae King 
Sophie Littlefield 
Rebecca Mance 
Sue Massie 
Monica McCarthy 
Karen Mercury 
Claire Raimundo 
Kristin Ramsdell 
Mary Elizabeth Sanyal 
Alexandra Singer 
Jennifer Skullestad 
Laura Tarwater-Sharp 
Michael Angelo Torres 
Ginny Vermillion 
Tawny Weber 
Veronica Wolff 
 
 
New Members are: 
 
Nina Egert 
Lauren Echeverria-Thomason 
 
*Please ignore this notice if you’ve 
already paid your dues.  
-Newsletter Editor 

 

 

Membership & Pub News 
Annual dues are $30. New member 
dues are $30 plus a onetime instal-
lation fee of $2, for a total of $32. 
Members may renew at the meeting 
or send renewal checks, payable to 
SFA-RWA, to Ginny Vermillion, SFA-
RWA Membership, 5609 Schooner 
Loop, Byron CA 94514. Please report 
all address, phone and email 
corrections to Ginny. Also send her 
any changes in publishing status 
(first sales, new publishing house).  
E-mail changes to 
dginny1942@cs.com. 
 
 

 

   From the Editor 
Deadline for the September 
newsletter: August 15.  Please send 
your articles, good news, sales, 
cover images, and calendar items to 
Tawny Weber: tawnymwr@aol.com. 
Articles may be reprinted by RWA 
members if you notify the 
newsletter editor and credit the 
author and SFA-RWAõs Heart of the 
Bay. Romance Writers of America 
and RWA are registered service 
marks of Romance Writers of 
America. 

 

mailto:KLTabke@aol.com
mailto:dginny1942@cs.com


 

 

                  Chapter  Bookshelf      
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HIGHLANDER UNTAMED 

by 

Monica McCarty 

Ballantine Books 

 

Rory Macleod is a bold and powerful 
Highland Chief, with only one 
allegianceñto his clan. He vows 
revenge against the rival MacDonalds, 
though duty demands a handfast 
marriage to Isabel MacDonaldña bride 
he doesnõt want, and has no intention 
of keeping.  But he never anticipated 
the captivating woman who 
challenges his steely control, 
unleashing the untamed passion that 
simmers beneath his fierce exterior. 

 
Blessed with incomparable beauty, 
Isabel MacDonald is prepared to use 
every means possibleñincluding 
seductionñto uncover her handfast 
husbandõs most guarded secrets. 
Instead, Rory awakens her deepest 
desires, and her sweetest fantasies. 
Soon Isabel has found the happiness 
sheõs always dreamed of with the 
man she must betray, and discovers 
that passion can be far more 
dangerous than revenge. 

 

 
 

UNDERNEATH IT ALL 

by 

Lori Borrill 

Harlequin Blaze 

 
Part of the 

 "Million Dollar Secrets" continuity 
 

 
TV producer Nicole Reavis intends 
to use her millions to sort out a 
top secret personal hiccup.  In the 
meantime, her show must go on.  
And Nicole has to entice mega-rich 
Devon Bradshaw to appear as one 
of Atlanta's sexiest eligible 
bachelors.  But will he bite? 
  
Devon's biting if it means spending 
more time with beautiful blue-
eyed Nicole.  But when he 
discovers that, underneath it all, 
they've got more in common than 
six-figure finances and shocking 
family revelations, he's 
determined to find out everything 
about her. 

 

 
 

DEAD RIGHT 

by 

Brenda Novak 

MIRA Books 

 

The people of Stillwater, Mississippi, 
are asking questions about murder. 
Again. 

Twenty years ago, Madeline Barkerõs 
father disappeared. Despite what 
everyone else thinks, sheõs convinced 
her stepfamily had nothing to do with 
it. But the discovery of his car proves 
he didnõt just drive away. Worse, the 
police find something in his trunk that 
says thereõs more to this case than 
murder. 

With no other recourse, Madeline 
decides to hire a private investigatorñ
even if the cops donõt like it. Even if 
her family doesnõt like it. But when PI 
Hunter Solozano begins to uncover 
some shocking evidence, someone in 
Stillwater is determined to put a stop 
to Madelineõs search for the truth. 
And that means putting a stop to her. 
Permanently.  

 



 

 

 

 

Call for Submissions! 
 

For an anthology of advice written by you, the members of the San Francisco RWA chapter. 
 
Titled: The Ultimate (ROMANCE) Writerõs Guide: Everything you always wanted to know about Creation, Craft 
and Connection: Written by writers who know! 
 
Open to ALL SFA-RWA chapter members, published in romance, other genres, and unpublished. Yes, this means 
that we are asking ALL members to contribute their expertise. 
 
What we are looking for:   
-- Articles from our published authors, up to 1400 words; you can split this word count with your agent or editor, 
so each would write 700 words 
-- Articles from our as-yet unpublished writers, up to 350 words 
 
Use our topics or your own to write your piece, and propose a title when you submit it. The Book Committee 
editorial committee will consider it.  Since we canõt put every submission into our book, we will be looking for 
candid, practical advice, things you wished youõd known starting out. Our intended audiences are: 
- new RWA members 
- beginning and intermediate writers of all genres hungry for real information on how to succeed and eager to 
learn something new 
 
Rights: 
First time North American publication rights. After publication the author may use the article in print or online as 
long as the first place of publication is noted. 
 
Benefits of being in the book: 
- Promoting yourself and your 2008 book to a wide audience 
- A writing clip for your site and portfolio 
- A fundraiser for the chapter; a way to give back 
 
More info:  http://www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/chapterbook.pdf  
 
NEW Deadline for submissions: August 1, 2007 
How to submit: send your article as an attachment (Times new Roman. 12 pt.) to 

Calendar 

 

Aug 4 The Black Diamonds chapter presents a discussion on The State of the Industry by Karin Tabke, from 10 

a.m. to noon at Schooners Restaurant, 4250 Lone Tree Way, Antioch.  

 

Aug 11 Monica McCarty will be signing Highlander Untamed at Borders Books in Emeryville from 1:00-3:00  

 

Aug 25  The Sacramento Valley Rose chapter presents Hilary Rubin, editor with St. Martin’s Press, at the 

University Park Clubhouse.  Find details at www.sacramentovalleyrose.com. 

 

Aug 25 Monica McCarty and Candice Hern will be signing at the Book End in Newark from 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 

Aug 25     The Silicon Valley chapter welcomes representatives from Stone Creek Media, who will be discussing 

websites, online promotion, certificates, and more. See www.svrwa.com for details. 

 

Aug 26 Monica McCarty, Candice Hern, Jennifer Skully and Regan Taylor will be signing at Northgate Mall from 

1:00-3:00pm 

 

   Aug 30 Readers’ Group meeting at Borders, Old Town Los Gatos, 6:30pm. and hosted by Romance Expert Ellen 

Higuchi. Candice Hern will be signing Lady Be Bad and Monica McCarty will be signing Highlander 

Untamed and Highlander Unmasked. 
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Couldnõt go to Dallas this year? Watch the highlights of the 2007 RITA and Golden Heart Awards on 
Romance Novel TV: http://romancenovel.tv/ . 
 
Harlequin SuperRomance is sponsoring the "Conflict of Interest" contest. They're looking for the scene that 
best illustrates the conflict between the hero and heroine. SuperRomance is one of Harlequin's longer 
lines, and a contest means theyõre looking for inventory. Word count for this line is now 60-65K. Find 
contest details at www.eharlequin.com/articlepage.html?articleId=1199&chapter=0 . 
 
In other Harlequin news, Senior Editor Brenda Chin announced a news flash: Blaze Blush. These books will 
feature lighter, fun, and sexy stories, similar to the old Temptation line. There are no guidelines, but any 
Blaze submissions that fit the requirements can be moved into this new mini-line. 
 
From Publisher’s Lunch: 
 
Author Karin Slaughter has joined with Oni Press to launch the joint imprint Slaughterhouse Graphic 
Novels. Publishing both original comic books and graphic novels, the line will be devoted to works by 
"established writers from the world of prose fiction." Slaughter is writing the first release, the graphic 
novel The Recidivists, for publication in April 2009. 
 
Director of production for the Weinstein Company Brendan Deneen has joined Objective Entertainment, 
representing authors, screenwriters and directors for both publishing and film, with a focus on selling, 
developing and producing film properties. His clients include novelists Amber Benson, L. Divine, Rick 
Hautala and Brian Pinkerton; screenwriters Brad Abraham, Gord Rollo and Scott Rose; and graphic novelists 
Dean Haspiel, William Harms and Tom Manning. Prior to the Weinstein Company, Deneen worked at 
Dimension Films and Scott Rudin Productions.  
 
Karen Auerbach joined Kensington last week as director of publicity and public relations. She had been 
senior director of publicity at Avalon Publishing Group. 
 
From Cyndi Myers’s market newsletter: 
 
Bantam/Dell Publishing editor Shauna Summers announced in Dallas that in Spring 2008 Bantam will launch 
Bantam Discovery, a line of books that will be released simultaneously in mass market and trade paperback 
editions. The plan right now is to release one book a month. The idea is to market the books to different 
audiences. 2008 slots for Bantam Discovery are already filled. Ms. Summers also said she's interested in 
acquiring straight contemporary romance. While paranormal continues to sell well for them, she's not keen 
on acquiring new paranormal right now. Bantam is also interested in romantic suspense and thrillers. Ms. 
Summers is interested in both previously published and unpublished authors. Bantam will consider queries 
from unagented authorsñsnail mail only, please. Send your queries to 1745 Broadway, New York, NY 10009 
  
Shades of Romance Magazine (http://www.sormag.com) is hosting its fifth annual online 
conference August 26-September 1, 2007. The conference is free and will be hosted at 
http://sormag.blogspot.com. Register to participate and you'll be eligible for doorprizes and can 
participate in discussions with authors on a variety of topics 
  
Anica Rissi has moved from Scholastic to Simon & Schuster Children's, where she'll be an editor for Simon 
Pulse, their imprint of paperback young adult fiction (including YA romance). 
 
To subscribe to Cyndiõs newsletter, send a blank e-mail to  
cynthiasterling-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
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Market News compiled by Shelley Bates 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Roses & Ribbons            
 

A number of awards were given at the National conference in Dallas this year: 
 

 Shelley Batesõs A Sounding Brass took third place in the Best Inspirational category of the Booksellersõ 
Best contest. 

 

 Taken by Barbara Freethy won first place in the Romantic Suspense category of the National Readers 
Choice Awards. 

 

 Candice Hernõs In the Thrill of the Night took first place in the Best Short Historical category of the 
Booksellersõ Best contest. The sequel, Just One of Those Flings, won first place in the Historical 
Romance category of the National Readers Choice Awards.  

 

 Brenda Novakõs DEAD SILENCE won the Bookbuyer's Best Award from the OCC for Best Romantic 
Suspense and the overall award from Levy Books for "Top Pick" of all the finalists. She received two 
beautiful trophies 

 
 

 

            Member Events            
 

 Check out Jennifer Skullyõs August contest at www.skullybuzz.com   featuring five wonderful authors 
with five great prizes! 

 

 Local member, Beth Barany will be presenting at an online conference October 8-14, 2007, her 
workshop, "The Call to Action: A Writer's Adventure."  

"The Call to Action: A Writer's Adventure -- Travel the Path of the Hero to Overcome Blocks and 
Transform Your Career" uses the stages of the Hero's Journey to deepen your relationship with the 
writing process. By examining your personal challenges and goals through the perspective of the hero's 
journey, you will more deeply connect to your creative fire to improve your writing, find contentment 
with your creative process, and enjoy a more satisfying and directed career. 

For more information on how to participate in the FREE online writers conference, see The Muse Online 
Writers Conference .   

 Whodunit? You be the detective! Brenda Novak and Karen Rose are teaming up for an online game in 
which readers get to solve the crime. Figure out who killed socialite Abigail Dafonte and you could see 
your name in a Brenda Novak or Karen Rose book--or win other prizes! The game will begin at 
www.brendanovak.com August 1st. 
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San Francisco Area Chapter News 
 

http://www.skullybuzz.com/
http://www.freewebs.com/themuseonlinewritersconference/2007workshops.htm
http://www.freewebs.com/themuseonlinewritersconference/2007workshops.htm
http://www.freewebs.com/themuseonlinewritersconference/2007workshops.htm
http://www.brendanovak.com/
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A Brief History of the Romance Genre, Late 20th Century  

by Bertrice Small 
 

 
The following article first appeared in the August 2007 issue of ShoreLines newsletter for the Long Island Romance Writers. 
Permission to forward, with proper credits, granted. 
 
 

In February of 2008 I will have been in print 30 years. I'm astounded at how the time has gone. But I'm 
more amazed when I speak with many aspiring writers who want to write Romance, but have absolutely 
no idea of its modern beginnings. They know nothing of the Romance Revolution in which I played a part, 
and still continue to play a part. As I write this for ShoreLines the Romance community is mourning the 
loss of Kathleen E. Woodiwiss who died on July 6th. It seems impossible that some of you reading this 
have no idea who she is, or was, yet there are those of you who don't. Oh, you might have heard the 
name, but you really don't know about her great contribution. 
 
Charles Dickens's kindly character, Bob Cratchitt toasted his miserly employer one Christmas Day as "the 
founder of our feast." So it is I think of Kathleen E. Woodiwiss. She is indeed the founder of our feast, the 
Romance revival. A genteel, private Southern woman living in Minnesota, she would have never 
considered causing any kind of a stir much less a revolution  But cause a revolution she certainly did, 
proving once again that old adage that the pen is mightier than the sword. 

 

She wrote a novel, and sent it to a New York publishing house. So it was in the summer of 1970 that an 
editor plucked the bulky manuscript from the slush pile, taking it home to read over a weekend. The 
editor returned Monday morning determined to publish the manuscript she had read, and she lobbied so 
hard that to shut her up, Avon agreed to publish it. Everyone except the editor in question was astounded 
when the manuscript was published in April of 1972 and became an overnight mega-bestseller. The book 
was titled, "The Flame and the Flower." Its author was Kathleen E. Woodiwiss, and the revolution had 
begun. 
 

Several months later a manuscript arrived at Avon Books addressed to the editor of "The Flame and the 
Flower." Written by another unknown, Rosemary Rogers, this manuscript was published in January 1974, 
and titled, "Sweet Savage Love." It proved to be another huge bestseller. The editor of these two books, 
Nancy Coffey, began collecting writers to publish. There was Laurie McBain, Joyce Verrette, Patricia 
Gallagher, Johanna Lindsay, Shirlee Busbee, and me, Bertrice Small. We were known as the Avon Ladies. 
Nancy wasn't too keen on men, even with female nom de plumes, writing Romance, and so, Tom Huff, 
a.k.a. Jennifer Wilde, ended up writing for Warner Books. And so began the Romance Revival of the late 
20th century. 
 

Until then women, who buy most of the books, were hard pressed to find anything in the paperback racks 
to read other than Westerns, Mysteries, Thrillers, and Horror. Oh, there was Barbara Cartland, and 
Harlequin, but it was Woodiwiss and Rogers who fired our imaginations with their sexy, swashbuckling 
prose. And in short order we were pushing the other fiction genres to the back of the bus as Romance 
exploded full force onto the scene. 
 
Now there are those who sneer at the Romance genre. They say it isn't real literature. But literature is 
defined by the Random House Dictionary of the English Language as: writings, in which form and 
expression, in connection with ideas of universal and permanent interest are characteristic or essential 
features as poetry, ROMANCE, history, biographies, essays, etc. You will note it doesn't say ponderous, 
dull, boring writing critically hailed by stuffy snobs. I suspect that the publishers would agree with my 
simple opinion. Literature is anything that gets people reading, gets them to recommend a title to 
friends, gets them coming back into the bookstores to buy more books. 

 
continued on page 8 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 Editorõs Note: 
  
 Thanks to our electronic format, The Heart of the Bay is able to expand the newsletter to include articles and     
interviews.  If you have an article youõd like to submit, a column youõd like to write, any ideas youõd like to 
see in the newsletter, please drop me a line ð Iõd love to incorporate the chapterõs vision into the newsletter!   
 
If youõre interested in having your name in the newsletter ð and your article/column/interview possibly picked 
up by other RWA newsletters (in other words, great name recognition and promo!) please consider 
volunteering.  Monthly, once in awhile, or even a one shot deal ð itõs all welcome.  Our chapter is filled with 
talent, knowledge and inspiration ð Iõd love to help share with everyone.  
 

 

 

 

A Brief History of the Romance Genre, Late 20th Century... continued  

 
 
 
And that's just what the Romance genre did. It got women into the stores and reading again. It made 
Romance a billion dollar baby for publishing. It was a two-headed baby to begin with: Historicals and 
Category. But then as women's palates grew more sophisticated, baby grew more heads. Historical and 
Category were joined by Western, Thriller, Paranormal, Glitz, Chick-Lit, Christian, Contemporary, and 
OHMYSTARS! Erotic, just to name a few. And the Historical sub-genre had sub-sub-genres. Regency. 
Georgian. Medieval. Tudor and Elizabethan, not to mention Stuart. Pre- and post-Colonial America. 
Southern. 
Civil War. Victorian. Gothic. And World War I. Paranormal sprouted a few noggins. Sexy vampires and 
wolves prowled the pages of novels along with faeries, witches, and wizards. Romance, it seems, offers 
something for everyone today. 
 
Thirty-five years have past since "The Flame and the Flower" burst upon the publishing scene. I think it's a 
pretty safe bet to say that few, if any of you, would be publishing today if it hadn't been for Kathleen E. 
Woodiwiss, and the seven other Avon Ladies who followed behind her. And of those eight crusaders, five 
still publish. "Everlasting," Woodiwiss's last novel, is currently scheduled to be published posthumously in 
October of this year. Rosemary Rogers still writes for Avon. Johanna Lindsay is with Pocket Books; Shirlee 
Busbee with Kensington; and me, Bertrice Small, well, I toil for NAL and HQN. I like to think of us as the 
survivors of the Romance wars. 
 
So the next time you sit down to write; or you stop at your favorite bookstore to browse, and buy, I hope 
you will think of us. We are your past. We are the present. And while I suspect the four of us intend being 
around for a while longer, you are going to be the future of Romance. We've laid a solid foundation for 
you. Make Kathleen and rest of us proud! 
 

 
 
 

Bertrice Small lives to write and writes to live. She is the author of 43 novels encompassing Historical 
Romance, Fantasy Romance and Erotic Romance. She lives on the North Fork of the East End of Long Island 
with her hero, George, 3 cats, 2 fish and a cockatiel who whistles the NY METS charge call. 
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Our kidsô favorite 
Christmas joke:  

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus?  
 
Claustrophobic!  
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PresidentñKarin Tabke  
   KLTabke@aol.com  
Vice President, ProgramsñBeth Barany  
   bethbarany@gmail.com  
Vice President, AdminñPoppy Reiffin  
   pr@reiffin.com  
SecretaryñJosie Brown  
   JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net  
TreasurerñLaConnie Taylor-Jones  
   laconnie@comcast.net  
MembershipñGinny Vermillion  
   dginny1942@cs.com  
ReservationsñGinny Vermillion  
  dginny1942@cs.comor   
  login to 
www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/reservations.asp  
Newsletter EditorñTawny Weber  
   tawnymwr@aol.com  
WebsiteñJoAnn Smith Ainsworth  
   joann299@sbcglobal.net  

 

RRWWAA  NNaattiioonnaall  

 
 
Executive ManagerñAllison Kelley 
(Tel) 281-440-6885 (Fax) 281-440-7510 
www.rwanational.org  
 
RWA Executive Officers 
Presidentñ Jill Limber 
SecretaryñKelley St. John 
TreasurerñStephanie Feagan 
 
Region #6 Directors 
Teresa Carpenter 
Diane Pershing 
 
PAN LiaisonñNicole Burnham 
PRO LiaisonñTrish Milburn 

 

SFA-RWA on the Web 
www.sfarwa.com 
To subscribe to the chapter announcement link or the chat link, go to the members section of www.sfarwa.com 
and click on òAdd to SFA-RWA YahooGroups.ó Or, change your membership information at 
www.sfarwa.com/membersonly.  
 

 

La Jolla Writers Conference 

Where will Linda Lael Miller, Nancy Bush, Lisa Jackson, and Patti Callahan Henry be November 2-4, 
2007?  At the seventh annual La Jolla Writers Conference in San Diego, California! 

Our goal for the LJWC had been to be mentioned by Writerõs Digest or Publisherõs Weekly by our fifth 
year.  After only our second year, Writerõs Digest named the LJWC òone of the 84 conferences in the 
country worth your moneyéó  With over 1500 writers conferences in the country each year, we were 
quite honored. 

Welcoming writers of all levels of experience, this three-day event, now in its seventh year, always 
boasts exciting, interactive workshops, lectures, and presentations by an outstanding and amazingly 
accessible faculty consisting of  bestselling authors, agents, editors, publishers, publicists, and others, 
all of whom value meeting and working with a diverse group of creative people passionate about 
writing. Attendees have been published by Harper Collins, Random House, St. Martinõs, and others, 
and their books have been blurbed by keynoting faculty members Tess Gerritsen, Phil Margolin, John 
Lescroart, T. Jefferson Parker, Joe Wambaugh and Dorothea Benton Frank. 

Limited to 200 attendees, the LJWC is now a community of writers, some of whom have found mentors 
among our faculty.  This year the conference will be held at the beautiful Paradise Point Resort and 
Spa.  Check out www.lajollawritersconference.com and please contact me at 858-467-1978 or by 
email with any questions you might have.  And please do pass the word along about the conference to 
your members. 
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