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Meeting Info

Date:

December 8, 2007

Place:

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery
and Restaurant 901 Gilman
St. Berkeley, CA 94710 510-
528-9880 Directions: Off |-80,
take the Gilman Street exit.
Drive east seven blocks.
Alehouse is on left. Meeting
room is upstairs.

Cost:

Reserve by midnight
December 5: Free

$30 nonmembers

After December 5, contact

Poppy at pr@reiffin.com

Agenda:

8:30 Registration &
continental breakfast
9:30 Business Meeting
10:00 Presentation
2:00 Raffle & adjourn

To reserve, visit www.
sfarwa.com before midnight
Wednesday, December 5,
2007. Click on “Meetings.”
Or email Ginny Vermillion at
dginny1942@cs.com.

Upcoming Meeting

Annual Chapter Party

An Inspirational Talk by Candice Hern

Saturday, December 8, 2007
Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant ~ 901 Gilman St., Berkeley 94710

The Secret — the Right Way to Write

Candice Hern has been writing and publishing for a long time and claims to
have found the secret to good writing, and as a Christmas present to the
chapter, she plans to share this secret with her fellow chapter members (as
long as you promise to keep the secret a secret, just among us). Yes, after
years of effort -- of blood, toil, sweat, and tears over each book -- Candice
has finally discovered the Right Way to Write.

That's correct, the one and only way to write, the process that works every
time for everyone. Still struggling with your process? Can't identify all twelve
steps of your hero's journey? Can't make those color-coded plotting charts
work? Your worries are over. You'll want to hear Candice's miraculous
discovery about the Right Way to Write.

Come celebrate the holidays with one of our long-standing members!

Also: We're doing something a bit different for the gift exchange this year.
Instead of a random gift, please bring a wrapped, new copy of a book or two that
has meaning to you. This is a chance to share your favorite novels or non-fiction
with a friend. We ask only that the book be new, special to you in some way, and
not be one of your own. Participation is, of course, totally optional.

o
In This Issue....

2 ~ A Note from the Prez...., Renewals, Submission Info
3 ~ Chapter Bookshelf

4 ~ Bookshelf, cont, Calendar, Roses & Ribbons,

5 ~ Market News

6 ~ November Meeting Recap - Margie Lawson

7 ~ Nov. Recap, cont

! 8 ~ Nov Recap, cont & Contact Information

San Francisco Area Romance Writers of America « www.sfarwa.com e« December 2007 < Heart of the Bai Newsletter


http://www.sfarwa.com/�
mailto:pr@reiffin.com
mailto:dginny1942@cs.com

Due to Renew:
December*

Doreen DeSalvo
Pamela Rae Heath
Kate Moore

Karin Ohlson
Amanda Scott
Michelle Tsang
Ciji Ware

New Members:
Julie Leyva
Ruth Hanham

*Please ignore this notice if
you’ve already paid your dues.
-Newsletter Editor

Membership T Pub
News

Annual dues are $30. New
member dues are $30 plus a
onetime installation fee of $2,
for a total of $32. Members may
renew at the meeting or send
renewal checks, payable to SFA-
RWA, to Ginny Vermillion, SFA-
RWA Membership, 5609 Schooner
Loop, Byron CA 94514. Please
report all address, phone and
email corrections to Ginny. Also
send her any changes in
publishing status (first sales, new
publishing house).

E-mail changes to
dginny1942@cs.com.

From the Editor

Deadline for the January
newsletter: December 20.
Please send your articles,
good news, sales, cover
images, and calendar items to
Poppy Reiffin: pr@reiffin.com

. Articles may be reprinted by
RWA members if you notify
the newsletter editor and
credit the author and SFA-
RWA's Heart of
Romance Writers of America
and RWA are registered
service marks of Romance
Writers of America.

A Note from the Prez...

Season's Greetings!

| can’ t teattime ofgean t ’
again! | hope this holiday season finds
you all happy, healthy and writing what
you love. | always find myself looking
beyond the commercialism of the
holidays to what the reason for the
season is. And for me it all comes down
to surrounding myself with people | care about.

And so | am truly looking forward to our December
meeting. Poppy has worked hard on a lovely holiday menu
including a chocolate fountain (and remember there will
be no charge for members!). Our own indomitable
Candice Hern is our speaker, and for those who wish to
participate, there will be a gift exchange as well. Our
BookEnd ladies will be in attendance, so be sure to bring
your check book. | mean really, can you think of a better
stocking stuffer thanabrand new r omance?

So with much comfort and joy, | bid you, enjoy the reason
for the season!

Happy holidays,


mailto:dginny1942@cs.com
mailto:pr@reiffin.com

Chapter Bookshelf
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SIN CLUB
by Rachelle Chase

ISBN 978-0758216519
Kensington Aphrodisia

Bored with a boring lover,
determined to settle for
casual sex, too focused on
the sex lives of celebrities to
worry about her own-Jessie,
Sharice, and Alyssa are ripe
for Dr. Love's advice.

But Jessie's erotic
striptease is observed by the
wrong man-until she realizes
that hunky new neighbor
Nick is exactly the lover she
needs.

Making a spur-of-the-
moment booty call, Sharice
unknowingly dials a wrong
number-but the
mouthwatering man who
answers touches all her hot
buttons in just the right
ways.

And Alyssa finds that being
the "perfect date” to the
powerful, and powerfully
sensual, Tony is easy when
he reveals the raw desire
simmering just beneath her
little black
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You're All | Want
for Christmas
By Susan Crosby

CHRISTMAS PRESENCE:
Three Tales of Love
Harlequin NEXT
Christmas Anthology
with Lisa Childs and
Donna Birdsell
ISBN: 0373881479

Divorcée Lauren
Wright opts for a
Bahamas Christmas
getaway -- only to be
stranded at the
airport by weather.
But a very personable
fellow traveler makes
the ti me f|I
temperatures rise.
Bahamas or no
Bahamas, things are
about to get
steamy....

MANDERLEY PREP
by Carol Culver

ISBN 978-0-425-21747-4
Berkley Jam

"Welcome to Manderley
Prep-where the rich and
bitchy rule the school,
and good girls finish
last..."

"Cindy Ellis has plans for
her life that do not
include working in her
stepmother’s spa. When
she gets a scholarship to
Manderley, Cindy thinks
her dreams are finally
coming true. Filled with
visions of an Ivy League
education and a fabulous
new life, she can't wait
to leave Castle High
behind and get started.
If only she didn't have to
leave her two BFFs as
well, it would be
perfect. When the
school's drool-worthy
transfer student and star
soccer player, Marco,
notices her on the first
day of school, it almost
is.

But that's where the
fairy tale ends...

THEIR GREEK
ISLAND REUNION
CAROL GRACE

MILLS & noN®

THEIR GREEK

ISLAND REUNION
by Carol Grace

ISBN 978-0-373-03994-4
Harlequin Romance

"Olivia and Jack were
the perfect couple - it
was clear from the start
they were meant for
each other...

Now five years on, their
fairy-tale wedding is a
distant memory and
their marriage seems to
be almost over. But
Jack's never stopped
loving Olivia, and has
planned for them to
spend the summer on
the beautiful Greek
island where they first
met. It's the perfect
place to fall in
love...the pretty
villages, the gently
lapping waves on miles
of endless golden sand.
But is it enough to help
Jack and Olivia
overcome their past and
reunite...forever?”
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Calendar

Shelley Bates (Over Her
Head) and Jasmine Haynes
(The Fortune Hunter) will
sign their releases at the
Borders Express in the
Capitola Mall, 1855 41st
Avenue, Capitola, CA, from
1-4:00 p.m.

The Black Diamond Romance
Writers will host their
Christmas party from 9:30—
12 at

Schooners Restaurant, 4250
Lone Tree Way, Antioch.

The Sacramento Valley Rose
chapter presents its annual
holiday tea and fundraiser
from 11 a.m. to 2 p .m. This
annual event combines
shopping and
penny raised goes to
Literacy Pro, a national
organization that promotes
literacy.

Jasmine Haynes will sign
copies of The Fortune
Hunter at the Borders
Express in the Capitola Mall,
1855 41st Avenue, Capitola,
CA, from 12-3:00 p.m.

Jasmine Haynes will sign
copies of The Fortune
Hunter from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
at Borders Books, Emery Bay
Public Market, Emeryville,
CA.

The Silicon Valley Chapter
hosts its holiday party,
featuring two magic
bulldozer critiques and a
white elephant gift
exchange. The meeting will
be held at the Sheraton
Hotel, 1801 Barber Lane,
Milpitas, from 8-11 a.m. and
includes a breakfast buffet.

Tawny Weber, Brenda
Novak, LaConnie Taylor-
Jones, Pam Rosenthal,
Rachelle Chase, Karen
Mercury and Regan

Taylor will be signing at
Waldenbooks in Northgate in
San Rafael from 1-3.

C

Chapter Bookshelf, cont...

Strangely Wonderful

By Karen Mercury

IRAWNGELN

Medallion Press, ISBN #978-193383602-7 :
;\\O:LDERFUL
ltds 1828, and |Iife is ¢ h
Madagascar é

Their captain is the Hungarian Count Tomaj Balashazy, a
refugee from the United States navy. Count Balashazy
rules the coast from his tropical plantation, a fortress
built against enemies he’ s e S
Ocean. Tomaj feels guilt at the loss of his family in New . 2
Orleans, and he wallows in clouds of opium, soothed by
courtesans. When the American naturalist Dagny Ravenhurst, seeking the
dreaded and mystical aye-ayel e mur , fall s i nto Tomaj
beginning of the end of arcadian bliss on the island.
In the central highlands, the French industrialist Paul Boneaux commands his
empire of factories. As the special pet of psychotic Malagasy Queen
Ranavalona, Boneaux enjoys a monopoly over all manufacturing, commerce,
and his mistress. Beholden to Boneaux, Dagny and her two brothers need his
patronage to survive. Dagny’'s joyl es

poetic nature, pitting the two adversaries against each other. Boneaux yearns
for progress and industry, Tomaj for liberty and peace.

When the King dies—or is he murdered?—the Queen gives free rein to her
merciless anti-European impulses. The island boils with blood, and only one
world can emerge triumphant.

< «—<=— QRoses L Ribbons —=—~_=
Bella Andre has agreed to write her new romantic suspense trilogy,
HOTSHOTS: MEN OF FIRE, for Bantam Dell. Shauna Summers will be
editing. Mass market release dates TBA. Also —YAY! TAKE ME is going into

a 3rd printing!

SIN CLUB by Rachelle Chase was released on November 27, 2007. To
celebrate the release, Rache | | e’ s | aunched a sexi
autographed, handmade mirrors and pendants ( link to:
http://www.rachellechase.com/products ). Visit www.RachelleChase.com
—and check out the sin-sual SIN CLUB book trailer!

JoAnn Wainsworth is thrilled to announce her FIRST SALE: Samhain
Publishing, Ltd. bought OUT OF THE DARK, a medieval romance with a
touch of paranormal and a lot of suspense. It will be e-pub released June
2008 and as POD Trade by 2009.
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Mdf@ t W ews compiled by Shelley Bates

From Cyndi Myersds mar ket newsletter:

Beginning in 2008 Harlequin Presents will release 12 titles per month (up from the current release
schedule of 8 books a month.) They are actively looking for new Presents authors and are holding an
Instant Seduction contest to help them find new authors. For all the details, visit
http://www.iheartpresents.com/.

Abigail McAden, formerly with Harper Collins, has been promoted to publishing director, paperbacks,
overseeing YA and series paperback publishing for both Scholastic Paperbacks and Point books.

From Publishers Lunch:

Michelle Rapkin has joined Hachette's Center Street imprint as executive editor. She had been VP and
director of Doubleday Religion before leaving there in 2005. SVP and publisher of Center
Street/FaithWords Rolf Zettersten says, "Michelle's extensive publishing experience will be an asset as
we take Center Street to the next level by continuing to attract and publish bestselling authors.”

Ballantine will distribute graphic novels from Dabel Brothers Publishing to the trade through their Del

Rey imprint. Dabel's line features comic book adaptations of bestselling novels from such authors as
George R. R. Martin, Laurell K. Hamilton, and, next year their adaptations will include Dean Koontz's
Frankenstein: Prodigal Sonand Ji m Butcher’'s Harry Dresden nove

Deb Brody has joined Harlequin as Executive Editor to launch and direct the growth of their new
nonfiction program. She will focus on self-help, health/diet/fitness, relationships/love/sex, narrative
and inspirational nonfiction books. Most recently she was at McGraw-Hill Consumer.

Sales at Harlequin were down 2.5 percent to $115.7 million (CA) due to the weakened dollar, though
"underlying" sales were up $.7 million absent currency fluctuations. North American retail was up
slightly while direct-to-consumer was down slightly, and overseas sales were up slightly. Even with the
currency issues, profits rebounded 12.5 percent, to $16.3 million.

Chapter Book Signings

|
|
|
|
|
|
. The signing is held after the meeting (second Saturday of each month) from 1:30-3:30. Not only is this |
,a great opportunity for our chapter members, but
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

|
|
|
|
; Our PAN Liaison, Kalen Hughes, arranges new release signings each month at the Emeryville Borders. |
' |
|
|

. can anticipate to meet and greet their favorite authors.

|
|
I f you’'d |like to make ar r an gsendbenyos pen aams, ititjen ang ISBN at |
- kalenhughes@yahoo.com i
' |

|
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W\ W 0’08111581’ Meetirlg %Cdp by Madelyn Bello

A day with Margie Lawson to learn how to empower character emotions was not enough time to learn,

understand, and absorb all the nuggets of gifts she came to give us - but it was a great start.
In order to empower character emotions we need to learn to:

e edit for visceral impact;

¢ analyze emotions;

e write the full range of nonverbal communication;

e use the power of Margie's EDITS (Emotion, Dialogue, Internalization, Tension/conflict,
Setting/description) system;

e write fresh; and

e speak to the reader's unconscious.

Margie showed us examples of how other authors do this. In one of her smiling examples, a writer could

write "Chuck grinned and his grin turned into a laugh.” But author Dennis Lehane of Shutter Island wrote

the line this way, "Chuck grinned. He lit a cigarette, his eye on Teddy, his grin turning into a soft laugh,
the smoke chugging out in rhythm with it."

Margie shared many writing tools with us such as dating our words. She asked the group the following
questions:
¢ how many times do you read your words each writing session?;
¢ how many times do you take them on a date?;
¢ how many times do you date them until you married your words?; and

e do you read your work out loud every time you write?

We tend to reread our work often; therefore, our words sound right to us. It is only when we share our
work with others that we then start to question our word usage. Margie's suggestion: read your words out
loud and listen to them. Doing this helps us to hear the words and their rhythm. Doing this helps us to
write fresh.
And writing fresh is a goal all writers aspire to.

In another example, an author could write "He was small and mean.” But author Laura Lippman of

Every Secret Thing superempowered that basic line into "He was slight, weighed less than Nancy. But

there was something menacing in the very fineness of his bones, as if a bigger boy had been boiled down
until all that remained was this concentrated bit of rage and bile."

The author accomplishes the following: makes the reader feel the character's fear and the reader

learns more about the POV (point-of-view) character rather than the boy.




Margie Lawson Recap... continued
In analyzing Laura Lippman’s sentence, we learn she used a lot of techniques to give us that

emotional punch. She used:

¢ a metaphor - "weighed less than Nancy";

e backloading, where the last word carried the punch - "concentrated bit of rage and bile";
e building up from innocuous to specific and dangerous;

e juxtaposition of opposites - "fineness of his bones”;

¢ rhythm and beats; the alliteration of the letter b - "bigger boy had been boiled"; and

sentence length.
Margie dubbed this sentence an NYT (New York Times) moment. And told us to all strive to insert NYT
moments in our work.
White space is also another tool available to writers. Margie asked:
¢ how much white space is on your pages?;
e do you have some pages in every chapter that are a quarter white?;
e do you have stand alone lines?; and
e do you have dialogue that ping-pongs back and forth?
No matter what your style, voice, or genre, give the reader white space to pick up the pace of the story.
Writers need to also be hypnotherapists on the page. These writers lead the reader into a light
trance state, helping the reader to suspend their disbelief. When the author writes a fresh visceral
emotion like C.Y. Lyons in her March 2008 release Lifelines: "...her stomach did a tumble and roll, like
being sucker-punched by a wave off the coast at Malibu, dragged under by her own stupidity”; the author
elicits a visceral emotion from the reader.
Inclusion of nonverbal cues is another tool writers should have in their toolkit. For example, author
Robert Crais of The Two Minute Rule wrote "Holman slipped his hands into his pockets to make himself
|l ess threatening. | Ot ah this includetStephen White hnad Miahaet Comnelly. d

Margie then shared with us her EDITS system. EDITS stands for Emotion, Dialogue, Internalization,

Tension/conflict, and Setting/description. And this system helps writers analyze their writing; to help
answer this question "does the chapter accomplish the intended goal?”

Margie had the audience take out their yellow, green, blue, orange and pink highlighters as well as
their red pens and apply them to their own works.

First was to underline in red all nonverbal communication which includes character's actions,
gestures, and movement.

Then came blue, with which we highlighted all dialogue.

The pink highlighter was used to show involuntary physical reactions to emotions. Please note the

word involuntary.




Margie Lawson Recap... continued

Setting/description was highlighted in green.

And internalization, narrative, exposition - essentially anything the POV character is thinking is
highlighted in yellow.

And last, but not least, tension/conflict is colored orange. This will also include sexual tension.
Tension/conflict will overlap the other mentioned elements; therefore, orange should be noted in the
margins to mark where the tension is on the page.

Highlighting these different elements helps to bring to light what we have and, more essentially,
what we don't have in our writing.

In summary, writers want to write a page turner and in order to do that writers need to empower
their characters’ emotions and this happens by writing fresh. Writing fresh includes: zero-to-few
clichés; many NYT moments, writing fresh visceral emotions; and using the EDITS system.

For more information including upcoming online classes, go to www.margielawson.com .
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SFA-RWA on the Web

www.sfarwa.com
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information at www.sfarwa.com/membersonly.
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