
Army veteran, EPPIE 

winner, RITA® finalist, 

admitted 

chocoholic 

and caf-

feine ad-

dict.  

Eileen Ren-

dahl is the 

author of 

four chick 

lit novels. Every once 

in a while, she gets an 

award for one of 

them. She likes that a 

lot. She lives in Davis, 

California with her kids 

and her cats and her 

fiancé and her some-

what kooky family. 

She has had many 

jobs and feels unbe-

lievably lucky to be 

where she is now do-

ing what she's doing.  

Join us to kick off the 

new year with a fabu-

lous panel of three 

exceptional authors 

who have lived the 

roller coaster life of a 

New York published 

author and are not 

afraid to talk about it! 

There will be plenty of 

time for Q&A following 

this frank and informa-

tive panel.  

There will be no recap 

in the newsletter due 

to the frank nature of 

this panel, so reserve 

your seats now!  

Nationally bestselling 

author Brenda Novak 

is known for her 

evocative and emo-

tional stories. She also 

runs an annual on-line 

auction for diabetes 

research every May. 

Her next three roman-

tic sus-

pense 

books--

TRUST 

ME, 

STOP 

ME and 

WATCH 

ME--will 

be re-

leased back-to-back 

in the summer of ‗08. 

 Sylvia Day is the na-

tional bestselling, 

award-winning author 

of over a dozen nov-

els. Presently writing 

for Kensington Brava 

and Zebra, Harper-

Collins Avon, Ellora‘s 

Cave, and Tor-Forge 

(as S.J. Day), she is a 

wife, mother of two, 

Meeting Info  
  

Place:  

Pyramid Alehouse, 

Brewery and Restaurant 

901 Gilman St. Berkeley, 

CA 94710 510-528-9880 

Directions: Off I-80, take 

the Gilman Street exit.  

Drive east seven 

blocks.  Alehouse is on 

left.  Parking is free. 

Meeting room is up-

stairs.  

 

Cost:  

Members: 

  Reserve by midnight  

  January 9th: $25 

  Walk-ins: $30 

All nonmembers: $30 

  

Agenda:  

8:30 Registration & con-

tinental breakfast  

9:30 Business Meeting  

10:00 Presentation  

12:00 Raffle & adjourn  

 

After the meeting, 

many members gather 

for lunch in the restau-

rant. Guests will always 

find a warm welcome. 
 

To reserve, visit www. 

sfarwa.com.  Click on 

―Meetings.‖   

Email Chandra Wallace 

with any questions. 

The Ups, Downs, and Turnarounds of Publishing - 
New York Style 

Business Name  

Upcoming Meeting 
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A Frank Tell-all by Three of New York's Finest  

Saturday, January 12, 2008  
Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant 

901 Gilman Street,  Berkeley  

http://eileenrendahl.com/
http://eileenrendahl.com/
http://brendanovak.com/
http://www.sylviaday.com
http://www.sfarwa..com
http://www.sfarwa..com
mailto:chandraknits@yahoo.com


Happy New Year SFA

-RWA! 

I am soo excited! We 

all know ‘07 was a 

good year, but ‘08 

has all of the makings 

of a vintage year, 

and I am so happy 

and proud to be 

back as 

your presi-

dent. 

I hope you 

exceeded 

your per-

sonal and 

professional 

goals for ‘07, 

but if you 

did not?  Or 

want to kick 

them up a 

notch? 

Make õ08 great!   

We have a bevy of 

fabulous guests and 

workshops planned 

for this New Year, 

check the website 

regularly for updates.   

This month we have 

a fabulous panel of 

hard working authors 

(our own, mucho tal-

ented Brenda Novak, 

the sublime and sassy 

Eileen Rendahl, and 

the uber multi-

pubbed, working 

goil, Sylvia Day) who 

are really going to let 

their hair down and 

give us the nitty-gritty 

truth about the roller 

coaster life and times 

of a New York pub-

lished author.  

Not only are these 

ladies multi-published 

in multi-genres, but 

they are multi-

talented, and it gives 

me great pride to 

call each of them my 

friend.  Please join 

us!!! 

I would also like to 

thank everyone who 

has stepped up for 

the chapter this past 

year. 

You ladies have 

proven to me what I 

have said from the 

beginning: 

 We are only as 

strong as our active 

membership.   

Kudos and my thanks 

you all. 

So between now and 

the next meeting put 

your goal caps on 

and think very hard 

of not only what you 

want to get out of 

2008, but how you 

will get it.  

Goal setting is fabu-

lous, but the travel 

plan is even more im-

portant. 

And remember, 

goals are meant to 

change.  Life hap-

pens and sometimes 

we have to punt. 

 

A Note from the Prez... 
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Signing Opportunities 
Our PAN Liaison, Kalen Hughes, arranges new release signings each month at the Emeryville 

Borders.   

The signing is held after the meeting (second Saturday of each month) from 1:30-3:30.  Not only 

is this a great opportunity for our chapter members, but it‘s also becoming a standard event 

that local readers can anticipate to meet and greet their favorite authors.   

If you‘d like to make arrangements to sign your new release- send her your pen name, title, 

and ISBN at kalenhughes@yahoo.com 

Member Regan Taylor also arranges signing most months at the Borders Express in San Rafael, 

CA. Contact Regan at Maiti1mom@aol.com  for more details. 

http://www.kalenhughes.com
mailto:kalenhughes@yahoo.com
http://www.regantaylor.com/
mailto:Maiti1mom@aol.com


From Publisherõs Lunch: 

Harper Teen has 

joined with their 

News Corp. peers at 

MySpace to launch a 

community for teen 

readers to ―connect 

with one another, 

read author blogs, 

interact on message 

boards and forums, 

learn about upcom-

ing releases, post 

photos, participate in 

HarperTeen contests, 

programs and online 

polls‖ and chat with 

Harper authors, at 
www.myspace.com/

harperteen. 

After seven years as 

VP, editorial director 
at Pocket, Maggie 

Crawford will take a 

òpurely editorial roleó 

to focus on acquiring 

and editing for 

Pocket, Threshold 

Editions and Down-

town Press as of next 

January. Pocket pub-

lisher Louise Burke 

says it ―stems from 

her desire to spend 

more of her time do-

ing what she loves to 

do and does so ef-

fectively.‖ P͖ocket 

editorial will now re-

port directly to Burke. 

Additionally, Lauren 
McKenna has been 

promoted to execu-

tive editor, and she 

will head up the 

womenõs fiction pro-

gram.  

Agent Ira Silverberg is 

leaving Donadio & 

Olson to join Sterling 

Lord Literistic. 

An original graphic 
novel set in the world 

of Diana Gabaldonõs 

bestselling Outlander 

series, written by 

Gabaldon and illus-

trated in color by 

Hoang Nguyen, sold 

to Betsy Mitchell at 

Del Rey, by Russell 

Galen at Scovil 

Chichak Galen . 

Scholastic gave the 

NYT first dibs on their 

press release for 39 
CLUES, òa multi-

platform adventure 

series for ages 8-12,ó 

and scored the re-

sulting òsuccessor to 
Harry Potter?ó story. 

The press release 

says, ―The 39 CLUES 

will include 10 

adrenaline-charged 

books , 350 collecti-

ble cards, and a dy-

namic online game 

where readers un-

cover information 

beyond what is re-

vealed in the books 

and cards and com-

pete for prizes.‖͖
Bestselling author 
Rick Riordan wrote 

the first book, The 

Maze Of Bones. 

Other authors include 
Gordon Korman, Pe-

Market News 
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ter Lerangis, and 

Jude Watson. 

Launching next Sep-

tember, the publisher 

is aiming to reach 

―young people who 

are readers, gamers, 

collectors.‖ 

In promotions at Little, 
Brown Childrenõs, 

Jennifer Hunt is now 

executive editor; Al-

vina Ling is senior 

editor; Nancy 

Conescu has moved 

up to editor; and 

Tania Biswas is now 

assistant editor, Yen 

Press. Ames OõNeill is 

now associate publi-

cist and Amy Ver-

ardo has become 

assistant director, 

subsidiary rights. 

At Penguin Childrenõs 

Razorbill imprint, Jes-

sica Rothenberg has 

been promoted to 

associate editor. 

From Cindy Myersõ mar-

ket newsletter: 
Alicia Rasley, award-

winning author and 

acquisitions editor for 

Red Sage Books, has 

a new blog in which 

she discusses com-

mon problems she 

finds in editing manu-

scripts and how to fix 

them. At  
edittorrent.blogspot.com 

An Inside look into the Publishing BusinessɂEditor and Agent Blogs 

http://agentinthemiddle.blogspot.com/ Agent Lori Perkinsfd 

http://bookendslitagency.blogspot.com/ Bookends Literary Agency 

http://dglm.blogspot.com/ Dystel and Goderich Literary Management 

http://arcaedia.livejournal.com/ Agent Jennifer Jackson 

http://pubrants.blogspot.com/ Agent Kristen Nelson 

http://nathanbransford.blogspot.com/ Agent Nathan Bransford 

http://lyonsliterary.blogspot.com/ Agent Jonathan Lyons 

http://redlinesanddeadlines.blogspot.com/ Elloraõs Cave and Cerridwen Press Editors 

http://knightagency.blogspot.com/ The Knight Agency 

http://jetreidliterary.blogspot.com/ Agent Janet Reid 

http://raleva31.livejournal.com/ Agent Rachel Vader 

http://rejecter.blogspot.com/ The Rejector, anonymous literary agentõs assistant 

http://chavelaque.blogspot.com/ Cheryl Klein, childrenõs book editor 

http://www.myspace.com/harperteen
http://www.myspace.com/harperteen
http://edittorrent.blogspot.com/
http://agentinthemiddle.blogspot.com/
http://bookendslitagency.blogspot.com/
http://dglm.blogspot.com/
http://arcaedia.livejournal.com/
http://pubrants.blogspot.com/
http://nathanbransford.blogspot.com/
http://lyonsliterary.blogspot.com/
http://redlinesanddeadlines.blogspot.com/
http://knightagency.blogspot.com/
http://jetreidliterary.blogspot.com/
http://raleva31.livejournal.com/
http://rejecter.blogspot.com/
http://chavelaque.blogspot.com/


Bella Andre has a new three-book contract with Bantam. The Hot Shots: Men 

of Fire trilogy will be released in mass market paperback. 

Foreign rights to Candice Hern's Lady Be Bad have been sold to Russia. 

Allison Brennan has sold book club rights for her upcoming Prison Break Tril-

ogy. She also has a new trailer on her website. Check it out! Her prison break 

trilogy had a title change for books two and three. The books are now Killing 

Fear (1.29.08); Tempting Evil (5.20.08); Playing Dead (9.30.08). Killing Fear got 

a Top Pick from RT and See No Evil was nominated for an RT Reviewers 

Choice Award for Best Contemporary Mystery. 

Kate Moore and Jami Alden both have new websites. 

San Francisco author Jacqueline Harmon Butler has won the prestigious 

NATJA (North American Travel Journalists Association) Runner Up Award for 

Best Travel Article Written For Internet for her story: "Sardine Heaven: Feast of 

St. Anthony." 

Carol Culver and her local book club are throwing a signing party to cele-

brate her December releases - Their Greek Island Reunion from Harlequin 

and her two new YA books from Berkley - Manderley Prep and Rich Girl on 

January 13 from 4:00 to 6:00 at the Kings Mountain Community Center, 13889 

Skyline Blvd. in Woodside.  Champagne and Greek appetizers will be 

served.   

Alice Gaines has been nominated for Best Paranormal Romance and Best 

Paranormal Author at Loves Romances Cafe.  The voting will take place 

from 1/1 to 1/20.  To vote, go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

LoveRomancesCafe and support Alice! 

Brenda Novakõs book The Other Woman won the Laurel Wreath  

Sofie Littlefieldõs story Anything for You is a runner-up for the 2007 Crime Writ-

ers' Association/Fish Publishing Fish-Knife Award for Short Crime Fiction. 

Member News 
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Deadline for 

February 

Newsletter 

submissions is 

January 26th, 

2008.  

Calendar 

ville at 9:30 a.m.  

January 12 

The Wine Country Ro-

mance Writers present 

―Love and Relationships 

with Lisa Shield.‖  Bethel 

Lutheran Church, 295 Old 

County Road, T͖empleton, 

CA, from 10:30 to 3:30.  

January 13 

Celebrate the release of 

Carol Culverõs first two 

young adult novels. Greek 

appetizers and cham-

pagne will be served. Carol 

will give a short talk, and 

January 5 

The Black Diamonds RWA 

welcomes Tawny Weber, 

who will present ―From 

Goals to Reality: Tools to 

make your Dreams come 

true‖  9:30-noon at Schoo-

ners Restaurant, 4250 Lone 

Tree Way, Antioch.   

The Monterey Bay Chapter 

presents ―Games People 

Play,‖ a talk and mini-

workshop on character 

building by multipublished 

author JoEllen Conger.  First 

National Bank in Watson-

there will be a gift basket 

raffle. The party is spon-

sored by the Kings Moun-

tain Book Club. At the 

Kings Mountain Commu-

nity Center, 13889 Skyline 

Blvd., Woodside, CA from 

4-6 p.m. 

January 26 

The Silicon Valley Chapter 

presents Linda Wisdom, 

who will discuss how to 

survive the writing busi-

ness. With her agent Lau-

rie McLean. 

As part of a multi-author 

event, Shelley Bates will be 

signing Over Her Head at 

Eternal Treasures, 433 Vine-

yard Town Center Way, 

Morgan Hill, CA from 1:00 

to 3:00 p.m. 

At the Sacramento Valley 

Rose Chapter  Superro-

mance author Susan Floyd 

will be giving a workshop 

on writing conflict. At the 

University Park Clubhouse, 

Howe Avenue and Swarth-

more Avenue, Sacra-

mento.  RSVP by Thursday, 

January 24th. 

http://www.bellaandre.com/
http://www.candicehern.com/
http://www.allisonbrennan.com/
http://www.allisonbrennan.com/
http://www.katemoore.com/
http://www.jamialden.com/
http://www.jacquelineharmonbutler.com/
http://www.carolgracebooks.com/
http://home.pacbell.net/halice/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LoveRomancesCafe
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LoveRomancesCafe
http://www.brendanovak.com
http://www.sophielittlefield.com/
http://www.winecountryromancewriters.com/
http://www.winecountryromancewriters.com/
http://www.carolgracebooks.com/
http://bdrwa.com
http://www.baymoon.com/~mbc/authors.htm
http://svrwa.com/
http://shelleybates.com/
http://www.sacramentovalleyrose.com/
http://www.sacramentovalleyrose.com/
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Can't Hide Love  

By Alice Gaines 

Cerridwen Press 

ISBN 9781419912917  

 

What happens when two 

people come down on the 

wrong side in the battle of 

the sexes?  

After a disastrous engage-

ment, Raine Winstead wants 

nothing more than anony-

mous sex. Unfortunately, she 

chooses as her victim the 

most traditional of men. 

Jack Bugalli believes in love, 

marriage and family. 

Jack has found the woman 

of his dreams, he just has to 

learn that a strong man 

doesn't always have all the 

answers…  

At Cerridwen Press 

Does She Dare? 

By Tawny Weber 

Harlequin Blaze 

ISBN 978-0-373-79376-1 

 

Her reputation as the Do It 

girl is taking on a whole new 

meaning...  Petite power-

house Isabel Santos is utterly 

unafraid to take what she  

wants...at least in her career. 

In her love life, not so much. 

So Isabel creates  the Man 

Plan, a wicked wish list of 

sexual fantasies.  

What a time for Isabel‘s 

teenage super-crush to roll 

back into town—bad boy  

Dante Luciano still figures in 

her hottest daydreams and 

is very willing to  help cross 

items off her naughty list. But 

in the wild tangle of their  

bodies, can their hearts es-

cape unscathed?  

At Amazon.com 

 

Killer Year 

With Allison Brennan 

St. Martin's Minotaur  

ISBN 978-0312374709 

  

Seventeen stories to die 

for from the hottest new 

thriller writers including . . . 

 

The politics of murder in 

Allison Brennan's "Killing 

Justice."  

At Amazon.com 

http://www.cerridwenpress.com/productpage.asp?ISBN=9781419912917
http://www.amazon.com/Does-She-Dare-Harlequin-Blaze/dp/0373793766/ref=sr_11_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1199304074&sr=11-1
http://www.amazon.com/Killer-Year-Stories-Thriller/dp/0312374704/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/104-7786904-5697554?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1193165590&sr=8-1
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Killing Fear 

By Allison Brennan  

Ballantine Books  

ISBN 978-0345502711  
 

Theodore Glenn is bright, 

charismatic, and loves to 

inflict pain . . . both on his 

victims before they die and 

on those who later find their 

mutilated corpses. At his trial 

seven years ago, Glenn 

vowed vengeance on his 

persecutors: Detective Will 

Hooper, the cop who 

nabbed him, and beautiful 

Robin McKenna, the stripper 

whose testimony put him be-

hind bars. 

At Amazon.com 

 
Rich Girl 

By Carol Culver 

Berkley Jam 

ISBN 978-0-425-21915-7 

It's a new semester at Man-

derley Prep - where being 

wealthy doesn't make you 

popular but it certainly 

opens doors… 

Victoria Lee has the best 

life.  Living alone in her par-

ents' McMansion, Victoria 

can do pretty much what-

ever she wants.  And what 

she wants is to throw a party 

no one will forget.  Soon, 

everyone wants an invite to 

THE party, but not everyone 

will get one. 

How do you know if some-

one likes you just because 

you're rich?  You don't." 

At Amazon.com 

-

What You Canõt See 

By Allison Brennan, Karin 

Tabke, and Roxanne St. 

Claire 

Pocket 

ISBN  978-1416542292  

 

Demonologist Anthony Zaccardi can't 

save the twelve priests brutally slaugh-

tered at a California mission, but he's 

determined to send the killer -- an an-

cient demon -- back to hell. And when 

tough, sexy local sheriff Skye McPher-

son refuses to believe something super-

natural is at work, Anthony realizes that 

to "Deliver Us From Evil" he must first win 

Skye's trust, then her heart. 

after death...and love...after all. 

 

After a fatal car crash, bad boy cop 

Zach Garret's descent into hell is inter-

rupted by an unusual deal for 

"Redemption." All Zach has to do is re-

turn to earth as a warrior sworn to de-

fend his ex-fiancée Danica Keller, the 

unknowing keeper of a power coveted 

by the forces of darkness. But even 

harder than keeping Danica alive that 

long is convincing her to give a second 

chance to the man who once be-

trayed her.  

At Amazon.com 

http://www.amazon.com/Killing-Fear-Suspense-Allison-Brennan/dp/034550271X/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-6556483-0988060?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1193170592&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Manderley-Prep-Novel-Carol-Culver/dp/0425217477
http://www.amazon.com/What-You-Cant-Allison-Brennan/dp/1416542299/ref=sr_1_10?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1199305401&sr=8-10


EXTRA, EXTRA, EXTRA! 

Multi-published, award

-winning author reveals 

the secret to good writ-

ing! 

Starting in 1995, Can-

dice Hern has pub-

lished fourteen Re-

gency romances.  She 

maintains a large col-

lection of Regency 

items.  Information on 

her collection is avail-

able at Regency World 

on her website, 

www.candicehern.com

.  She spoke to us on 

December 8, 2007 to 

share the foolproof, 

works-for-everyone se-

cret for writing great 

fiction. 

Here it is:  There is no 

secret.  The correct 

process is whatever 

works for you. 

Over the years, Can-

dice has observed that 

no two authors write 

alike.  Some are outlin-

ers while some are 

pantsers, people who 

write by the seat of 

their pants.  And within 

those types we all have 

our own version to suit 

our personalities. 

Candice is hardwired 

to outline.  She loves 

spreadsheets and 

could never ―fly into 

the mist,‖ as Jo Beverly 

puts it.  She spends six 

weeks to two months 

to write a detailed out-

line.  In contrast, pant-

sers are wired to fly by 

the seat of their pants 

and make things up as 

they go along. 

Pantsers often ask 

―Don‘t outliners lose 

the thrill of discovery?‖  

Candice still has small 

discoveries as she 

writes the book, but 

most come to her dur-

ing the process of out-

lining. 

Within the two main 

camps, some people 

write in a linear fashion, 

from beginning to end.  

Some are episodic.  

Such authors write a 

scene here and a 

scene there.  Candice 

knows one writer who 

starts with the first love 

scene. 

Whatever works for you 

works. 

Candice only writes 

one draft.  She revises 

and polishes as she 

goes along.  Some 

pantsers do many 

drafts, others only one 

or two. 

Outliners use lots of 

tools:  Goal/

Motivation/Conflict 

diagrams, character 

charts, color-coded 

post-its, colored index 

cards.   But, even tool 

users disagree on 

which ones help the 

most.  Candice‘s 

spreadsheets might not 

work for someone who 

prefers a large board 

of post-its.  You should-

nõt give in to stress if 

you find that someone 

elseõs tool doesnõt work 

for you.  If you try to 

force yourself to follow 

a method that doesn‘t 

fit with your personality, 

you could paralyze 

yourself with self-doubt. 

In general, though, you 

should be careful not 

to bog yourself down in 

using writing tools.  If 

you spend all your time 

on spreadsheets, the 

character‘s journey, 

GMC, etc. you may be 

preparing to write 

rather than doing any 

writing. 

Your productivity is part 

of your process as well.  

Someone might tell you 

that you must do ten 

pages a day.  What if 

you can only do five 

pages comfortably?  

Your normal output is 

what you can do.  Your 

output will be affected 

by outside forces, such 

as the demands of 

work and family.  But, 

it‘s also your own wir-

ing.  If you‘re a slow 

writer, you need to ac-

cept that.  Don‘t be 

intimidated by more 

prolific writers.  You do 

need self-discipline, of 

course.  You can teach 

yourself that as well as 

time management. 

It will take trial and er-

ror and a few books 

under your belt, but 

your process will ulti-

mately find you.  That 

could involve individual 

quirks.  If after page 

two hundred you think 

your book is useless 

and you want to throw 

it out, remember that 

we all have moments 

of anxiety.  Get used to 

the feeling.  Accept it 

(Continued on page 8) 

December Meeting Recap 

òShe shared the 

foolproff, works-for-

everyone secret for 

writing great fiction. 

Here it is:ó 
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and move on. 

If you‘re at a workshop 

and the speaker says, 

òYou should write this 

way,ó ignore that part 

of her message.  Have 

an open mind.  Listen 

and try her process, but 

if it doesn‘t work for 

you, forget it. 

Don‘t feel guilty if 

someone else‘s 

method doesn‘t work 

for you.  That‘s not your 

fault.  You‘re not an 

idiot. 

The second major point 

of Candice‘s talk was 

that you shouldn‘t let 

anyone mess with your 

process.  Similarly, 

don‘t assume you‘ve 

discovered the key to 

writing, either.  Don‘t 

get cocky, and don‘t 

try to impose your 

method on others. 

Candice asked the Fog 

City Divas how they 

write and got widely 

varying responses. 

Jami Alden plans im-

portant plot points and 

character arcs before 

writing her books.  

Then, she writes, mak-

ing discoveries along 

the way.  She seems to 

be a hybrid of the two 

major types, which 

Candice calls a 

―pantsliner.‖ 

Carol Grace likes sur-

prises and spur of the 

moment decisions.  

She‘ll submit a general, 

short synopsis and then 

never look at it again.  

(Continued from page 7) Every day, she‘ll revise 

the previous day‘s work 

and then do new 

pages.  She generally 

writes only one draft. 

Barbara Freethy plans 

a few plot points and 

the characters then 

start writing.  She often 

changes things in mid-

stream.  When some-

thing changes in the 

story, she‘ll go back 

and rewrite previous 

scenes.  Twists and sur-

prises make the writing 

fun for Barbara.  She 

feels she gets better 

ideas if she‘s in the 

character‘s head than 

when writing the syn-

opsis.  If you produce 

the story quickly, you 

can keep the story in 

your head the whole 

time. 

Monica McCarty did 

her first book by starting 

with the characters 

and then going by the 

seat of her pants.  With 

each book, she gets 

more dependent on 

her synopsis. 

Allison Brennan says 

she doesn‘t plot.  She 

starts with an idea or 

premise and a charac-

ter.  She does research 

about the location and 

the character‘s psy-

chology.  She edits as 

she goes.  She usually 

gets stuck one third of 

way through book.  At 

that point, she‘ll go 

back.  She usually finds 

that she‘s forcing her 

character to do some-

thing he wouldn‘t do. 

Karin Tabke works 

straight through to her 

first ―sloppy copy‖ – a 

first rough draft.  She 

feels she has to puke 

the story out.  She has 

a working knowledge 

of characters and plot 

but will veer off here 

and there as she writes. 

Kate Moore says she 

tells herself the story in 

more and more ad-

vanced forms.  She fills 

out pages of details.  

She consciously plays 

with structure by using 

post-its. 

Candice says her 

friends help her to think 

up a story.  She does 

some research and 

keeps a notebook for 

each book.  She fills it 

with stream of con-

sciousness and random 

thoughts.  She then 

writes her outline.  They 

used to fill thirty to thirty

-five single-spaced 

pages.  Now, she‘s 

down to twenty or so.  

Each paragraph repre-

sents a scene, includ-

ing what happens, 

whose point of view 

she‘ll use, and refer-

ence numbers to con-

tent notes in her work-

book.  She usually 

writes the first chapter 

―raw‖ and starts the 

outline with chapter 

two. 

To close, Candice em-

phasized that once 

you have your process, 

hang onto it.  Trust it 

because itõs been suc-

cessful for you.  Em-

brace it.  Protect it. 

December Meeting Recap Continued... 
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January Dues 

Bella Andre 

Shelley Bates 

Kate Douglas 

Jane George 

Lisa Hughey-

Underwood 

Darlene Ishigo 

Laurel Jacobson 

Victoria Johnson 

Shirley Schmalfuss 

Carolyn Woolston  



It‘s that time again, 

the shocked realiza-

tion that yet AN-

OTHER year has 

passed.  As you‘re 

winding down 2007, 

have you stopped 

and asked yourself 

what‘d you accom-

plish over the past 

year?  Do you have 

a lot to show for it?  

Did you write the 

book you intended, 

make the submissions 

you wanted?  In 

other words, did you 

meet last year‘s writ-

ing resolutions?   

Ahhh, resolutions.  I 

love them – they are 

a goal setter‘s 

dream.  January first 

is the perfect time to 

sit down and mull 

over the possibilities 

for the upcoming 

year.  Obviously, 

since the New Year‘s 

Resolution thing is so 

popular.  Of course, 

it‘s a little depressing 

to realize that, on av-

erage, 75% of these 

New Years goal set-

ters only succeed in 

keeping their resolu-

tions for a couple of 

weeks.  By Feb 1, 

more than half have 

stopped trying alto-

gether.  Not very 

good odds, are 

they?  Can we, being 

proactive, successful 

writers, beat those 

odds?   

Of course we can!  

To help, I‘ll share my 

top three tried-and-

true goal setting 

tools. 

Small steps – eat that 

elephant one bite at 

a time.  ―Sell a book‖ 

or ―reach a bestseller 

list‖ are fabulous 

goals.  But they 

aren‘t one step 

goals.  Big picture 

goals like these are 

like standing at the 

base of a huge 

mountain, knowing 

you have to climb all 

the way to the top.  

Intimidating!  But 

when they are bro-

ken down into easier, 

smaller steps, they 

are much more com-

fortable to tackle.  

For instance the goal 

of ―sell a book‖ could 

be broken down into 

3 simple steps.  Write 

the book.  Gather 

critiques, contest 

feedback, etc to pol-

ish and hone the 

story.  Submit the 

story and start the 

process all over 

again.     

Organize your pro-

gress.  It‘s so easy to 

feel like we‘re spin-

ning our wheels, not 

moving forward in 

this business.  Part of 

it is the nature of the 

beast.  We writers are 

subject to the whims 

of the market and to 

the timeframes of 

editors and agents.  

As an impatient 

writer, it was really 

important to me to 

be able to see that I 

was making progress, 

even if it didn‘t feel 

like I was getting any 

further up the pub-

lishing ladder.  So I 

use tracking systems.  

I track my writing pro-

gress, noting how 

many pages I write 

each day.  I track my 

submission progress, 

not only who I submit 

which story to, but 

the dates and re-

sponses.  Not only 

does this let me see 

what I‘ve got going 

on... it lets me see 

where I‘m falling 

down on the job.  If 

my writing spread-

sheet has a lot of 

zero days on it, it‘s no 

wonder I haven‘t fin-

ished that book yet.   

Support System.  This 

particular tool is, in 

my opinion, the most 

important.  Your sup-

port system is every-

one from the people 

you live with to the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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proactive, 

successful writers, 
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portant.  Your writing 

network is made up 

of people who really 

get you, who under-

stand what you‘re 

doing and why.  Cri-

tique partners, writing 

groups and chapters, 

they are all fabulous 

support not just for 

the act of writing it-

self, but for feed-

back, understanding 

the market and help-

ing you promote your 

books.  And non-

writing friends?  Who 

better to help you 

balance the crazy 

writing times?   

Of course, like any-

thing it takes hard 

work to turn those 

resolutions into real-

ity.  But having the 

right tools makes the 

work a little easier.  

people you write 

with.  Get your family 

on your side in the 

writing gig.  Not only 

by letting them know 

your dreams and 

goals, but making 

them a part of get-

ting there.  Celebrate 

those submissions 

with your family, go 

out for dinner when 

you get a request.  

Not only do we cele-

brate together, but 

my family helps me 

with promotion.  

Right down to my 8 

year-old-daughter 

who counts and bun-

dles bookmarks, they 

are involved—and 

invested.  Friends, 

writing and other-

wise, are just as im-

(Continued from page 9) So be one of those 

people who, come 

December 2008, is 

looking back over 

your January resolu-

tions and patting 

yourself on the back 

for your incredible 

progress. 

This article first ran in the December 

Words From the Heart newsletter 

Tawny Weberõs avid 

goal setting obsession is 

evident in her January 

2008 Harlequin Blaze 

release, Does She 

Dare? when her hero-

ine uses goal setting 

tools to snag herself her 

hot fantasy guy.  

Tawnyõs so into goal 

setting, sheõs even giv-

ing a workshop on it for 

From the Heart in Janu-

ary.  And you can 

check out more goal 

setting tips at 

www.TawnyWeber.com

/goals   
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Membership  

Annual dues are $30. 

New members add a regis-

tration fee of $2.   

Payment may be made at 

the meeting or by sending 

checks to Chandra Wal-

lace, SFA-RWA Member-

ship, 5514 Louisiana Drive, 

Concord, CA 94521.  

Please make your check 

payable to SFA-RWA.  

Please report all address, 

phone, and email correc-

tions, as well as changes in 

publishing status to 

Chandra at 

chandraknits@yahoo.c

om . 

President - Karin Tabke  

 KLTabke@aol.com 

Vice President, Programs - Elizabeth Edwards 

 lizesong1000@hotmail.com 

Vice President, Admin - Tawny Weber 

  tawnymwr@aol.com   

Secretary - Josie Brown  

  JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net 

Treasurer - LaConnie Taylor-Jones  

 laconnie@comcast.net 

Membership/Reservations - Chandra Wallace 

 chandraknits@yahoo.com  

Website - JoAnn Smith Ainsworth  

  joann299@sbcglobal.net 

 
www.sfarwa.com 

 

Executive Manager—Allison Kelley 

(Tel) 281-440-6885  

(Fax) 281-440-7510 

 

www.rwanational.org  

 

RWA Executive Officers 

President— Jill Limber 

Secretary—Kelley St. John 
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Region #6 Directors 

Teresa Carpenter 

Diane Pershing 
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