Meeting Info

Date:

NO JULY MEETING
Next meeting —

August 11, 2007

Place:

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery
and Restaurant 901 Gilman
St. Berkeley, CA 94710 510-
528-9880 Directions: Off |-80,
take the Gilman Street exit.
Drive east seven blocks.
Alehouse is on left. Meeting
room is upstairs.

Cost:

Reserve by midnight

August 8: $20 members

$25 nonmembers

After August 8: $25 members
$25 nonmembers

Please bring exact change.
Checks accepted.

Agenda:

8:30 Registration &
continental breakfast
9:30 Business Meeting
10:00 Presentation
11:30 Raffle & adjourn

To reserve, visit www.
sfarwa.com before midnight
Wednesday, August 8, 2007.
Click on “Meetings.” Or
email Ginny Vermillion at
dginny1942@cs.com.
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No July Meeting

Due to the RWA National Conference

Next Meeting:
Crime Experts Panel: A Day in the Life...
Special Short Presentations and Q & A

Saturday, August 11, 2007
Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant

For our Crime Panel, we are excited to have scheduled to speak:

A San Mateo coroner

A San Francisco homicide detective

A UC Santa Cruz forensic anthropologist
A Bay Area crime scene technician
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Come prepared with questions!
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Membership <L
Pub News

Annual dues are $30. New
member dues are $30 plus a
onetime installation fee of
$2, for a total of $32.
Members may renew at the
meeting or send renewal
checks, payable to SFA-RWA,
to Ginny Vermillion, SFA-RWA
Membership, 5609 Schooner
Loop, Byron CA 94514. Please
report all address, phone and
email corrections to Ginny.
Also send her any changes in
publishing status (first sales,
new publishing house).

E-mail changes to
dginny1942@cs.com.

From the Editor

Deadline for the August
newsletter: July 20. Please
send your articles, good news,
sales, cover images, and
calendar items to Tawny
Weber: tawnymwr@aol.com.
Articles may be reprinted by
RWA members if you notify
the newsletter editor and
credit the author and SFA-

R WA Heart of the Bay.
Romance Writers of America
and RWA are registered
service marks of Romance
Writers of America.
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A Note from the Prez...

Happy Summer, SFA ers!

Are you ready for Nationale Do you
have that perfect outfit for the RITAs?
The shoes-to-die-for that are still
comfye Have you practiced your
pitches and put together that perfect
outfit that says, “I am a professional
with style and class and | write killer
romance.”?

| love National. | enjoy the energy, the people, seeing
my agent, editors, partying, meeting new people,
putting a face to cyber names, and even attending a
workshop or two. | think RWA does a fabulous job and |
cannot wait to check in.

For those of you who have never been at National, you
are in for a treat. Take a big deep breath and enjoy.
Take in as much as you can. Smile, introduce yourself
to people, make new friends, visit with old friends. And
more than anything, have fun. | know | plan to!

Now, as you all know there is no meeting this month.
But we have a fabulous crime panel lined up for our
August meeting. Bring your energy, your National tales
and be prepared for some serious SFA time.

Ciao for now,

) K
1l
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Chapter Bookshelf

SUNNY
JAMI ALDEN
VALERIE MARTINEZ

uz dENFLLO

TEMPTED SHERLOCK THE SEDUCER

By Jamie Alden
y By Suz deMello
Part of the Skin on Skin anthology

Kensington Aphrodisia The launch book for online erotica e-pub

Total E Bound.

The famous Sherlock Holmes—detective
extraordinaire, and opera singer Irene
Adler have a torrid affair before she

| eaves London to tou

Friends as well as coworkers, Lauren and Tony
have maintained a strict hands-off policy with
each other—until an out-of-town party gives
them an excuse to share a hotel room. And
when they do, their clothes come off—and the

: . . Years later, when the King of Bohemia
new rule is definitely

contacts Holmes to recover an
embarrassing photograph from Adler,
Holmes sees an opportunity to renew
their relationship, but will she be the
woman to seize his chilly heart?
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San Francisco Area Chapter News

<~ Roses L Ribbons — <

Open Invitation by Jasmine Haynes won the Holt Medallion Extra Spicy category.

Congratulations to Allison Brennan, Candice Hern and Shelley Bates, for finaling in the Booksellers Best
contest.

Alice Gaines is pleased to announce her newest sale; Master of the Elements
June George finaled in Royal Ascot
Karin Tabke sold German rights to Good Girl Gone Bad

Regan Taylor sold Indentured Bride to Awe-St r uck books, and is happy to
director of Mardi Gras Books.

Susan Crosby is a finalist in the Short Contemporary division of the Booksellers Best award for her 2006
Silhouette Desire, THE FORBIDDEN TWIN. Winners will be announced at RWA National.

Josie Brown's (IMPOSSIBLY TONGUE-TIED, Avon) unpublished manuscript, THE HOUSEWIFE ASSASSIN'S
HANDBOOK, was chosen to participate in Simon & Schuster's/MediaPredict.com's online fantasy
media stock game, "Project Publish.” If enough members buy stock in her manuscript (it's FREE, and
they give you $5,000 of fake money in order to do so), she will win a publishing contract for this
orphaned manuscript-- which got wonderful editor comments at three publishing houses, only to be
shot down in committee. (We've all been there, right?)

The Housewife
Assassin’s

Handbook

Help Josie's book get a second chance at publication! Register to join at MediaPredict.com (It's
free!), then put in "Housewife A s s a sHamndbobks, and click onto the link that gives you a PDF of
the first chapter. Josie thinks you'll love it. Then buy stock in the manuscript. Below the PDF link

umoig 91sof

is the "Trading Assistant”. Click onto the link "Chances are higher than (her current stock price)”,
and purchase 50 or so shares, to keep her stock value high!

To keep the momentum going, Josie has created a website for her heroine, Donna Stone, at

www. housewifeassassinshandbook.com, where she will keep a daily diary, including Helpful Household Hints, Terrorist Tricks
of the Trade, a "Dear Donna" column Recipes for

Disaster. Each week she's also raffling off one of her previously published books. All you have to do is answer a simple
questionthaty ou’ Il find in the excerpted c hamarmednthedhat. EM&EldouacBrreetd i c t
answer to HousewifeAssassin@yahoo.com

And if HOUSEWIFE ASSASSIN'S HANDBOOK makes the "Project Publish” Top 5 on September 17th, she'll put the names of
everyone who read the excerpted chapter back into the hat, for a shot at an iPod Shuffle. An interesting experiment. It's
good to see a publisher reach out to the public for its opinion, so let's give our support.




e Market News

From Cynthia Sterlingds Mar ket Newsl et

Cd[e Tld‘dr Marimba Publishing is a new joint venture between Kensington Books and Hudson

Publishing. Marimba will publish "children’'s books with spiritual and moral themes
geared to the African-American market, as well as similar projects targeting the
multicultural audience.” It launches in 2008 with six titles. Wade Hudson and his

July 7 —The Black Diamonds wife, editorial director and publisher Cheryl Willis Hudson, established Just Us
Chapter presents Conference books and have been publishing fiction for African American young people since
Boot Camp with Jill James, 1998. Kensington also publishes Dafina Books, which include fiction for African-
Poppy Southcott, Karin Tabke American teens.

and Tawny Weber. 10 a.m. to
noon at Schooners Restaurant,
4250 Lone Tree Way, Antioch.
www.bdrwa.com

Author Apprentices (http://www.authorapprentices.com) is a cyber community
for aspiring authors. They are looking for articles for their newsletter

offering writing tips, and information on promotion and marketing. 200-600
words. No payment, but this might be a good way for authors to promote
upcoming books. Send your submission to Cindy@authorapprentices.com

Triskelion Publishing has announced it is closing its doors as of July 2, 2007. It is
expected to file bankruptcy.

The Book End

Is pleased to present

Author Signings

Saturday, July 7" from 11 to 2 - Rose Lerma will be signing her debut book

Saturday, July 21°* from 1 to 3 ~ Cherry Adair

Saturday, July 25" from 1 to 3 ~ Candice Hern and Monica McCarty

The Book End
5678 Thornton Ave.
Newark, Ca 94560

Ph: (510)797-4100
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June Meeting Recap sy eun serand carobn gewet
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Booksellers make the world go round!

Booksellers in attendance:

Ellen Higuchi, Borders Los Gatos

Michelle Walker, Borders Stonestown
Dorothy, our bookseller from The Book End

It is every author’'s advantage to establish a po
Michelle both indicated they like to know local authors, and will do what they can to help them. Judi
addeBleaset+et me know if you have a pseudonym. |l

When sending ARC’'s, include a |l etter to the book
of the sale date.

Most trinkets are a waste of time and money. And even for the few that were clever or cute, no one
indicated they sold more books. Things that work;

o Bookmarks. Put the release date on them. Sign them.
o Coming in to sign stock (see below)

o Mail a copy of your newsletter to chains - Borders stores don't have internet access. Only limited
email.

o Make your own shelf talkers. The width of a book, about two inches long below the fold -- too
long and it hangs too low. Include title, author, blurb.

o If you have a pseudonym, let booksellers know.

Book signings:

Michelle says the most effective signings are weekends, and those that focus on local authors, and
those with Q&A panels and discussi on gr dhe pestsuccass t
selling to customers who might not approach a table, or buy a romance book. You are able to tell the
customer your book has a lot of suspense, thriller elements, etc.

Dorothy says the Book Ends only does 1-2 signings per year and usually multi-author, so they have good
turnout.

Regarding signing stock, it's not true that signed books don't get stripped for return. It might keep your
book around a little longer, but it doesn't prevent returns. However, signed books always sell before
unsigned ones.




SEA-RWA PRO Column sy iizabets £diwarss

—Focusing On The Out comel

Have you ever noticed that when you are lost, in order to figure out where you are going you must first be
able to identify where you are at? Then if you are lucky, you find a knowledgeable person to give you
directions. This is how | view my experience in joining RWA.

| have been inspired to write stories since the first grade when Mrs. Baskeen (my first grade teacher)
bound my first book in wall paper cov e rsbedindadbaiidarar
yes it was a romance. In the end, my heroine was saved by a very nice police officer and ironically; | am
now married to a very nice police officer. Who knew!

So for many years | wrote my st or ilEepatmyintedtionwonthea ny
outcome of becoming a published author that things started really taking shape. | am not yet published
but | am making progress in that direction every day and | can see my self achieving this goal. | have
figured out where | am at, | have identified where | want to go and | have found some friends who have
taken this road before me and are happy to provide me with some direction.

For those of you who are PRO and attending the National Conference, | would encourage you to attend
the PRO Retreat:

The annual PRO Retreat held at the RWA National Conference. The retreat is four hours of great business-of-writing
information offered by published authors, editors, agents and other publishing professionals. During this special event, the
PRO Mentor of the Year also is recognized, as are the PRO graduates from the past year.2007 PRO Retreat Agenda

4th ANNUAL PRO RETREAT AGENDA
PRO: The Path to Success 8:00 a.m.-Noon July 12, 2007
Hyatt Regency —Dallas, Texas Room: Reunion E & F

8:00-8:10 a.m. —Welcome & Calling of PRO graduates by RWA PRO Liaison Trish Milburn
8:10-8:20 a.m. —Presentation of 2007 PRO Mentor of the Year Award
8:20-8:35 a.m. —Opening remarks by Jo Beverley

8:35-9:05 a.m. —Self-promotion Before You Sell and Between The Call and Publication —Author Colleen Gleason (followed by
giveaway of Ultimate Venator Survival Kit from Colleen and a drink on Colleen while at the Conference)

9:05-9:45 a.m. —The Birth of a Book: What Happens to a Book Between the Sale and Its Appearances in Stores —NAL Executive
Editor Ellen Edwards (followed by giveaway of basket of NAL books from Ellen)

9:45-10:30 a.m. —How to Use Your Voice to Respond to Publishing Trends Out of New York —Author Jane Porter(followed by
giveaway of Lunch with Jane Porter as well as critique of first chapter and synopsis —single winner)

10:30-11:00 a.m. —The Real Questions You Need to Ask Before Signing with an Agent —Authors Dianna Love Snell and Tawny
Weber (followed by giveaways of 30-minute Q&A over coffee with Dianna and fellow author Mary Buckham and a Dare Survival
Kit from Tawny)

11:00-11:45 a.m. —Keynote address: The Importance of Perseverance —Author Sherrilyn Kenyon
(followed by giveaway of Lunch with Sherrilyn Kenyon)

11:45 a.m.-Noon —Final comments and adjourn for lunch

For more information about PRO, feel free to contact me at 707-567-3747.

Keep writing, this world needs more happy endings.
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Romance Writers of America

President—Karin Tabke
KLTabke@aol.com

Vice President, Programs—Beth Barany
bethbarany@gmail.com

Vice President, Admin—Poppy Reiffin
pr@reiffin.com

Secretary—Josie Brown
JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net

Treasurer—LaConnie Taylor-Jones
laconnie@comcast.net

Membership—Ginny Vermillion
dginny1942@cs.com

Reservations—Ginny Vermillion
dginny1942@cs.comor
login to

www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/reservatio

ns.asp

Newsletter Editor—Tawny Weber
tawnymwr@aol.com

Website—JoAnn Smith Ainsworth
joann299@sbcglobal.net

SFA-RWA on the Web

www.sfarwa.com

RWA National

Welcome to

. . L
“yRomance Writers of America

Executive Manager—Allison Kelley
(Tel) 281-440-6885 (Fax) 281-440-7510
www.rwanational.org

RWA Executive Officers
President—Jill Limber
Secretary—Kelley St. John
Treasurer—Stephanie Feagan

Region #6 Directors
Teresa Carpenter
Diane Pershing

PAN Liaison—Nicole Burnham
PRO Liaison—rish Milburn
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To subscribe to the chapter announcement link or the chat link, go to the members section of www.sfarwa.com and click on
“Add to SFA-RWA YahooGroups.” Or, change your membership information at www.sfarwa.com/membersonly.



