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Upcoming Meeting 

Come learn how make the most of this vital relationship. On the 
Booksellers Panel, we'll have representatives from Borders, Barnes & 
Noble, and two local independent booksellers. 
 
Please come with questions! 
 
Participating are: 
 
    * Ellen Higuchi, Borders/Los Gatos 
    * Michelle Walker, Borders/Stonestown 
    * Judy Taylor, Romance expert, Barnes & Noble/Antioch 
    * Megan Steele, Assistant Store Manager, Barnes & Noble/Fisherman's Wharf 
    * Dorothy, our monthly bookseller from the independent bookseller, 
      The Book End, in Newark 
    * And a representative from another independent, Books Inc. in San  
      Francisco 
 
Guests are always welcome. 

 

Booksellers Make the World Go Round! 

    

 

Meeting Info  
 

Date:  
 

June 9, 2007 

  

Place:  
 

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery 

and Restaurant 901 Gilman St. 

Berkeley, CA 94710 510-528-

9880 Directions: Off I-80, take 

the Gilman Street exit. Drive 

east seven blocks. Alehouse is 

on left. Meeting room is 

upstairs.  

 

Cost:  
 

Reserve by midnight  

June 6: $20 members  

$25 nonmembers  

After June 6: $25 members $25 

nonmembers  

Please bring exact change. 

Checks accepted.  

 

Agenda: 
 

8:30 Registration & continental 

breakfast  

9:30 Business Meeting  

10:00 Presentation  

11:30 Raffle & adjourn  

 
To reserve, visit www. 

sfarwa.com before midnight 

Wednesday,  June 6, 2007. 

Click on “Meetings.” Or email 

Ginny Vermillion at  
dginny1942@cs.com    
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It’s June. 
 

Where has the year gone?  It seems I've had my 
nose stuck in my keyboard for days on end and 
the only time I come up for air is for writer 
events. Has this become my life?  Darn straight it 
has, and I love it! 

 
I love romance books.  All kinds.  I love hanging 
out with writers.  I love signings, and  
conferences, and launch parties. I look forward 

to the second Saturday of every month with the anticipation of a 
child waiting for a piece of candy.  There is just something 
profoundly gratifying about being with people who get me.  
 
I love being a part of this wonderfully frustrating profession we’ve 
chosen.   As each month races by it makes me realize again and again 
we only have so much time here.  Now I’m not trying to be morbid, 
but listen, times-a-wasting.  Get your queries out there, get that 
proposal your editor wants revised, revised and get it to her. Stop 
being shy, go to that conference, make that pitch, take a leap of 
faith for yourself.  Don’t say, ―I’ll do it tomorrow.‖  There may not 
be a tomorrow.  Carpe diem, baby, seize the day and don’t look 
back. Look forward to what you can achieve by taking the necessary 
strides toward it.  In six months 2007 will be history, make it your 
historical year. 
 
Before I bid adieu, I want to thank our own Allison Brennan for such 
an insightful and animated look into the state of romantic suspense 
today.   
 
I’d also like to say I’m really eager to hear what the bookseller panel 
Josie Brown put together for this month’s meeting has to say on the 
romance front.   
 
 
See you all on the 9th! 
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A Note from the Prez... 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Due to Renew: June* 
Sherril Green 
Julie Anne Long 
Cathy Yardley Wilson 

 

New Member : 
Ann Marsh-Flores 
Betsy Wilson 

 

 
*Please ignore this notice if you’ve 
already paid your dues.  
-Newsletter Editor 

 
 
Membership & Pub 
News 
 
Annual dues are $30. New member 
dues are $30 plus a onetime 
installation fee of $2, for a total 
of $32. Members may renew at the 
meeting or send renewal checks, 
payable to SFA-RWA, to Ginny 
Vermil lion , SFA-RWA Membership, 
5609 Schooner Loop, Byron CA 
94514. Please report all address, 
phone and email corrections to 
Shannon. Also send her any 
changes in publishing status (first 
sales, new publishing house).  
E-mail changes to 
dginny1942@cs.com    
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 
Deadline for the July  newsletter: 
June  15.  Please send your 
articles, good news, sales, cover 
images, and calendar items to 
Tawny Weber : 
tawnymwr@aol.com. Articles may 
be reprinted by RWA members if 
you notify the newsletter editor 
and credit the author and SFA-
RWA’s Heart of the Bay. Romance 
Writers of America and RWA are 
registered service marks of 

Romance Writers of America. 
 

 

mailto:dginny1942@cs.com
mailto:tawnymwr@aol.com


 

 

                      Chapter  Bookshelf      

 

SOMEBODYõS LOVER by Jasmine Haynes    Berkley Mass Market Release   

Three erotic romance tales...meet the Jackson brothers—and the women who love them…   

In Somebodyõs Lover, all Jace wants to do is atone for the terrible mistake that caused his brother Lou’s death, instead, he finds 

himself falling for Lou’s widow, Taylor.  But can Taylor ever forgive Jace the act for which he can’t forgive himself?  In Somebodyõs Ex, 

David Jackson has struggled to fill Lou’s shoes, but the family is falling apart around him, something he’s powerless to fix.  Until he 

meets Randi Andersen, and for one moment decides to throw caution to the winds and take a walk on the wild side.  In Somebodyõs 

Wife , Mitch has learned that accidents happen in the blink of an eye, or the wrong turn of a chain saw, and his greatest fear is that the 

same thing might happen to him, leaving his kids fatherless and his wife Connie a widow.  But his fears just might destroy his marriage. 

 
 

 
 
 

IT MUST BE MAGIC by Jennifer Skully    HQN  

Everyone believes in carpe diem...don’t they?  
For flower shop clerk Lili Goodweather that’s what life is supposed to be all about--savoring life’s precious moments 
and all the beauty the world has to offer.  So it saddens her when 12-year-old Erika Rutland can’t see the magic in 
everyday moments anymore.  Worse yet--it’s her widowed father, Tanner Rutland’s doing.  A firm believer in all 
things practical, Tanner doesn’t want his daughter’s mind filled with Lili’s nonsense--especially her claims that she 
can communicate with cats, of all things!  Yet there’s something about Lili that Tanner just can’t ignore.  But can this 
single-minded career man give up everything he believes for a little touch of magic? 

 

DRIVEN TO THE LIMIT by Alice Gaines    Changeling Press     

  
After rehab, Lauren King returns to the only home she has... a rock star's compound everyone calls The Pit. She also 
returns to her only friend... an antique German motorcycle she's nicknamed Jake. Little does she know that the cycles 
Klaus Mannhof made have the ability to shift into human men.  Mannhof designed Jake especially for Lauren. Using his 
special brand of magic, Jake's going to teach her to love him and to love herself as well. 

 

 

 

ONE NIGHT STANDARDS by Cathy Yardley Harlequin Blaze    

 
Sophie Jones can't believe her eyes when a blond Adonis by the name of Mark McCann steps forward to offer her a ride 
when her flight's canceled. Mark's deep Southern drawl spikes her pulse and she's willing to bet he'd make an incredible 
lover. 
 
Mark's only too willing to oblige the lady. Until they realize they're chasing the same dream - rich account that's 
critical to their respective companies. Now sleeping with the enemy ought to be absolutely out of the question for him 

and Sophie. But their bodies are telling them something else... 
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NO RULES by Shannon Hollis    Harlequin Blaze  

 
Only the laws of seduction apply ... When you’re a cop, the number one rule is: Your partner is off-limits. But Cooper 
Maxwell and Joanna MacPherson are dangerously close to breaking all the rules when it comes to romance on the job. 
From the moment they’re paired up as partners, investigating a crime wave that seems to follow men-only workshops 
called the Rules of Seduction, Cooper’s sexy charm and Joanna’s steamy passion create an attraction that overwhelms 
them both. While they worry that their uncontrollable desire for each other might cost them their jobs, the real 
danger becomes clear--it might cost them their lives. ―An innovative plot, sizzling attraction between two well-
developed characters, and an interesting mystery.‖ 4-1/2 stars from RT! 
 

CALL ME WICKED by Jamie Sobrato    Harlequin Blaze 

Lauren Parish's hottest fling was with Carson McCullen— a mortal and a huge no-no in her witching world. His 
reappearance in her life has her imagining many new steamy encounters. Too bad his timing sucks.  She's busy 
avoiding the witch-hunters who want her dead, and her only option is to go underground. And when the hunters spot 
Carson, he has to join her. Still, there are worse ways to pass the days than in seclusion with such a scrumptious man. 
Before long their bedroom maneuvers make their previous affair seem G-rated. All too soon, however, they have to 
return to the real world—and the threat facing Lauren. Logically, she knows she should let Carson go. But how long 
can she go without this hot sex?  
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San Francisco Area Chapter News 
 

 

 

   Roses & Ribbons                               
 

 
 

Cathy Yardley got 4 ½ stars from RT Book Club for her June Blaze, 
ONE NIGHT STANDARDS.  
 
Elizabeth Edwards sent her requested full.  
 
Kalen Hughes received 4 stars from RT Book Club in her acclaimed 
debut, LORD SIN. 
 
RT Book Club gave Shelley Bates 4 stars for Over Her Head.  
 
Shannon Hollis received 4 ½ stars for her June Blaze, NO RULES.  
 
Jami Alden signed with literary agent, Kim Whalen!!  
 
Tawny Weber received 5 stars from CataRomance for her debut, 
DOUBLE DARE. 
 
 
 
Our president, Karin Tabke, was handing out roses by the bouquet 
at the May meeting – the following members received sales roses: 
 
 
Allison Brennan, 6 roses 
 
Karin Tabke, 2 roses 
 
Monica McCarty, 3 roses 
 
Alice Gaines, 4 roses 
 
Carolyn Jewel, 2 roses 
 
Shirley Schneckloth, 1 rose 
 
 
 

Congratulations, everyone!!!! 

    Calendar 
 
May 31 Shelley Bates (Over Her 

Head) and Rachelle Chase 
(Sex Lounge) will sign 
copies of their latest 
releases at the reader’s 
group meeting at Borders 
Books, Old Town Los Gatos, 
at 6:30 p.m. Hosted by 
Romance Expert Ellen 
Higuchi. 

 
June 2 The Black Diamonds 

chapter presents ―Making 
your Computer Writer 
Friendly‖ with Lyn Emerson 
and Poppy Southcott from 
10 a.m. to noon at 
Schooners Restaurant, 4250 
Lone Tree Way, Antioch.   

    
June 9 Shelley Bates (Over Her 

Head), Jennifer Skully (It 
Must Be Magic), Tawny 
Weber (Double Dare), and 
Regan Taylor will be signing 
their books at Borders in 
Emeryville, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

 
June 13 Rachelle Chase will present 

a lunch-hour signing, 
reading, and lively 
discussion at the Alexander 
Book Co., 50 Second Street, 
San Francisco, 12:30-1:30 
p.m. 

 
June 16 Shelley Bates (Over Her 

Head) and Jennifer Skully 
(It Must Be Magic) will be 
signing their books at 
Borders at the Fremont 
Hub, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 
June 16-17 Northern California Pirate 

Festival at the Vallejo 
waterfront, welcoming 
actors from Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At World’s 
End. FMI see 
www.norcalpiratefestival.
com/mainpage.htm . Arr! 

 
June 23 The Sacramento Valley 

Rose chapter presents a 
Synopsis Workshop with 
Sarah Palmero, plus ―What 
to expect at National.‖ 
This will be an afternoon 
meeting at Coco’s 
Restaurant.  
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Market News compiled by Shelley Bates 

From Publisherõs Lunch: 
Amazon has acquired audiobook publisher Brilliance Audio from owners Michael Snodgrass, Eileen Hutton and a private equity 
group, for undisclosed terms. Brilliance will continue to run as an independent unit based in Michigan, under Snodgrass’s 
leadership. Amazon VP of books Greg Greeley says the purchase is part of ―a three-pronged approach‖ to ―expand audio 
selection to customers.‖ Brilliance has a catalog of over 1,000 audio titles and new releases of 20 to 40 titles a month, and 
Greeley says Amazon will be ―giving them the support to produce a lot more titles than they have historically.‖ As part of the 
audio expansion, Amazon’s subsidiary CustomFlix will now support both standard CD and mp3-CD audiobook formats in its ―disc 
on demand‖ service--the equivalent of print-on-demand manufacturing for audio titles. 
 
Zondervan president and CEO Doug Lockhart will step down as of June 1. He’ll be replaced on an interim basis by former long-
time president and CEO Bruce Ryskamp, who retired in 2005 but has remained as a consultant to the unit and Harper CEO Jane 
Friedman. 
 
UK children’s packager Working Partners is creating a Washington, DC-based literary agency focusing on children’s fiction 
starting this October, which will be run Macmillan Children’s Books publishing director Sarah Davies. Additionally, ―plans 
regarding the UK will be announced in due course.‖ The agency will work in concert with Working Partners’ Rights People 
division, which sells children’s rights internationally. 
 
 At Ingram, Mary McCarthy joins the company as director of product management, taking over from the recently-promoted 
George Tattersfield, managing a team of buyers working with large and mid-sized trade book publishers. They note that ―she 
will also bring her strong publisher relations experience to presenting the combined services of Ingram Book and its sister 
companies Lightning Source and Ingram Digital Group.‖ Most recently, she was VP and COO of the Harry W. Schwartz Bookshops 
and 800-CEO-Read. 
Larry Carpenter has joined Thomas Nelson as VP of marketing, overseeing efforts for the Spiritual Growth/Christian Thought and 
Practical Living publishing units, as well the Max Lucado corporate brand publishing unit. With 20 years of marketing 
experience, at one point Carpenter was president and CEO of Spring Arbor Distributors and Ingram Christian Resources. 
 
Susan Sizemore’s three new vampire romances sold to Micki Nuding at Pocket, by Ethan Ellenberg of the Ethan Ellenberg 
Agency. 
 
Cathy Yardley’s Turning Japanese, pitched as a Japanese Devil Wears Prada, in which a young Japanese-American manga artist 
loses more than words in translation when she wins a year-long internship at a Tokyo manga publisher, to Diana Szu at Thomas 
Dunne Books, by Christina Hogrebe at the Jane Rotrosen Agency. 
 
RWA Hall of Fame author and CBA bestseller Francine Rivers’ first non-series novel since And the Shofar Blew, about four 
generations of mothers and daughters - their life choices, struggles, triumphs, and ultimately, God’s freedom when the women 
choose to sacrifice, forever, the way they have lived, to Becky Nesbitt at Tyndale, for publication in spring 2009, by Danielle 
Egan-Miller of Browne & Miller Literary Associates. 
 
From Cyndi Myersõs market newsletter: 
This past weekend I attended the Romancing the Rockies conference, sponsored by Colorado Romance Writers. Also attending 
were Mary Altman, an editor with Ellora’s Cave/Cerridwen Press; Rose Hilliard, Associate Editor of St. Martin’s Press; and 
Margaret Marbury, Executive Editor of MIRA books, Spice, and Red Dress Ink. 
  
Rose has only been at St. Martin’s and is still building her list and would like to see more submissions. Of course, St. Martin’s is 
very picky and only publishes stuff they love.  
  
If you’re writing erotica, Ellora’s Cave is the place to be. There was a brief discussion of print authors of erotica who have 
moved to Ellora’s Cave because they make more money there. Authors at EC get no advance, but a 37% royalty, paid monthly. 
Cerridwen is ―growing.‖ 
  
It’s tough to sell to MIRA. While they used to be big on suspense, now they want ―big women’s fiction.‖ Spice, which publishes 
erotic fiction, would like more manuscripts. Red Dress is also looking to acquire new authors. You must have an agent to submit 
to MIRA, but Red Dress and Spice will consider unagented queries. Margaret did say Harlequin and Silhouette’s category lines 
are hungry for new authors -- something I heard when I was in Toronto as well. They aren’t getting near the submissions for 
category that they used to.  
  
Along those same lines, Allison Lyons, an editor at Harlequin Intrigue, is looking for new authors. So, if you have a romantic 
suspense that you think might fit Intrigue, query Allison Lyons, Editor, Harlequin Intrigue, 233 Broadway, Suite 1001, New York, 
NY 10279. You can learn more about Intrigue at http://tinyurl.com/2umb7k 
  
To subscribe to Cyndi’s newsletter, send a blank e-mail to cynthiasterling-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
 
 

http://tinyurl.com/2umb7k


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Allison Brennan has had phenomenal success in the romantic suspense genre  
and currently has two million books in print. 

 
In 2002, Allison was a working mother with three children.  Not yet serious as a writer, she had lots of beginnings to 

books but hadn’t finished any of them.  She wanted to quit her day job but couldn’t afford to unless she made money at writing.  

Finally, she got serious about getting published. 

She joined RWA and got rid of her incompetent agent. She had a critique group and entered contests.  She applied to 

twelve different agents and got requests from five for the full manuscript.  She ended up signing with Kim Whalen. 

Allison finaled in fifteen contests with thirteen books.  If a book finaled, she’d finish it.  About The Prey, contest judges 

told her it wasn’t a romantic suspense because it broke rules, such as ―you can’t do a prologue,‖ and ―you can’t describe the 

dead body in detail.‖  Allison pitched the book as mainstream with romantic elements.  Agents told her that, no, it was 

romantic suspense. 

You can think of romantic suspense as a two-dimensional plane with light versus dark along one axis and romance versus 

suspense.  All romantic suspense authors will fall somewhere on that plane depending on the sorts of books they write.  Linda 

Howard sits squarely at the middle, halfway between light and dark and with equal balance between romance and suspense.  

Both elements are perfectly entwined in her books.  Nora Roberts is a bit lighter.  Sherrilyn Kenyon is a bit darker.  Julie 

Garwood has more romance.  Nora Roberts’ J. D. Robb stories are more suspense. 

These days, editors and agents want bigger books with more plot.  Romantic suspense doesn’t fit into rigid definitions of 

romance.  Allison’s story promises to readers are that the hero and heroine will live at end of the book.  They’ll also be together 

in a committed relationship.  Third, the villain will get what’s coming to him.  Male thriller writers concentrate on plot rather 

than characters.  Women writers are expected to do romantic suspense, complete with some sex in the story.  Readers expect 

romance from women writers.  Men writers are usually billed as suspense or thriller. 

Romantic suspense is a big spectrum, and you can do anything within it.  It has two important requirements.  For one, 

the pacing must be spot-on.  You can fix plot problems, but if the pacing is off, your story won’t work.  Second, you must have 

strong characters.  Does the reader care about them?  Readers must have an emotional reaction to the story. 

In the late 1990’s the market plummeted although the big authors were still writing them.  After the terrorist attacks on 

September 11, 2001, the market improved.  People sought reassurance that strong people stand between ―us‖ and ―them‖ and 

that good people will prevail. 

Romantic suspense is now in golden age and is respected and profitable.  Better writers are working in the genre.  The 

books are bigger, richer, and more entertaining.  Popular fiction follows popular television, and television has gone more and 

more to suspense, as well. 

There are many definitions of romantic suspense.  Your preferences as reader will guide your preferences as a writer.  

Figure out where you fit in the market.  Who will your publisher compare you to?  For example, ―Thomas Harris meets Julie 

Garwood.‖ 

Romance is 40% of the market, and mysteries and thrillers are another 30%.  So, 70% of fiction is romantic or suspense.  

Romantic suspense is the biggest subgenre within romance.  Some of the most popular romantic suspense authors are shelved in 

suspense as well as romance.  Bear in mind that most romance doesn’t go into hardcover. 

Allison’s books are equal parts of romance, mystery, and thriller/suspense.  Mystery involves a puzzle where a thriller is 

more about pacing and there are bigger stakes for not catching the bad guy. 

You need to find your voice, figure out what you want to read and write, and then blend genres.  Romantic suspense can 

be blended with anything else.  You can do supernatural, including a villain who is a demon.  Actually, any story has a mystery, 

even if it’s only how the heroine and hero will overcome the obstacles to a happy ending.  If a story doesn’t have a mystery, it’s 

boring. 

In romantic suspense, you always have a triangle of heroine, hero, and villain.  It’s a symbiotic relationship that falls 

apart without one of the elements.  Villains should not be stereotypical.  You can see this in reading true crime stories.  If you 

analyze a mass murder, you’ll find that only one person could have committed the crimes, based on the victims and how crimes 

were carried out.  Why were those victims picked out?  How are they connected to the murderer? 

A constant problem in writing romantic suspense comes in finding an appropriate place for the sex.  The hero and 

heroine can’t make love when someone’s trying to kill them.  Where can you fit a love scene?  One place can come after the 

victim has been rescued but the killer still at large.  At another time, the hero and heroine might find themselves alone in a 

lodge in the middle of the night.  That’s a good place for relief sex while they’re both high on adrenaline.  But the love scene 

must still be germane to the story.  It should increase the conflict. 

We should take this excellent advice from a master of the genre to heart in writing all our books, and 

especially if they’re romantic suspense. 

   
 

May Meeting Recap by  Alice.Brilmayer 
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Call for Submissions! 
 
For an anthology of advice written by you, 
the members of the San Francisco RWA 
chapter. 
 
Titled: The Ultimate (ROMANCE) Writerõs 
Guide: Everything you always wanted to 
know  about Creation, Craft and 
Connection: Written by writers who know!  
 
Open to ALL SFA-RWA chapter members, 
published in romance, other genres, and 
unpublished. Yes, this means that we are 
asking ALL members to contribute their 
expertise. 
 
What we are looking for:   
-- Articles from our published authors, up to 
1400 words; you can split this word count 
with your agent or editor, so each would 
write 700 words 
-- Articles from our as-yet unpublished 
writers, up to 350 words 
 
Use our topics or your own to write your 
piece, and propose a title when you submit 
it. The Book Committee editorial committee 
will consider it.  Since we can’t put every 
submission into our book, we will be looking 
for candid, practical advice, things you 
wished you’d known starting out. Our 
intended audiences are: 
- new RWA members 
- beginning and intermediate writers of all 
genres hungry for real information on how 
to succeed 
and eager to learn something new 
 
Rights: 
First time North American publication 
rights. After publication the author may use 
the article in print or online as long as the 
first place of publication is noted. 
 
Benefits of being in the book:  
- Promoting yourself and your 2008 book to 
a wide audience 
- A writing clip for your site and portfolio 
- A fundraiser for the chapter; a way to give 
back 
 
More info:  
http://www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/cha
pterbook.pdf  
 
NEW Deadline for submissions: August 1, 
2007 
How to submit: send your article as an 
attachment (Times new Roman. 12 pt.) to 
sfarwabook2008@gmail.com, subject line: 
SUBMISSION. Please include in your email: 
-- a short bio, up to 30 words 
-- a sentence on your latest book, or 
projected book for Spring or Summer 2008 
-- attach a jpeg b/w photo of yourself, if 
you have one. 
 

You may submit up to three articles. 

How Fierce is Your Intent? by  Beth Barany 
 
How Fierce is Your Intent?   
When you want something badly enough you can have it, provided you are willing 
to do what it takes.  
 
What does it take? It takes time and focus, desire and a dream. Specifically for 
writing and all art, it takes a sacrifice, specifically sacrificing inaction and 
excuses. This is the reality. To live your dream, liberate yourself from the burden 
of excuses.  
 
How? 
How do you bring something into being if you don’t know how? This is the all 
important question, though often we start with, ―I don’t know how to do X.‖ And 
leave it at that.  
 
At that point, learn to shift your thinking and ask, ―Well, then, how do I do X?‖  
 
This does apply to writing, so bear with me. And yes, of course, this does apply to 
life too. Because we write within the context of our lives, of living, not outside it. 
Art and life are intertwined.  
 
The how I’m talking about is the inner steps you can take to make space in your 
mind and in your life for writing. I can talk your ear off about the how and why of 
plot, characterization, structure, voice, etc., but in the end what really matters in 
the inner you, not all that technique.  
 
Don’t get me wrong. All that technique is what shapes good writing, good 
storytelling. What I’m trying to get at here is that to become good writers -- 
because if you’re writing even a few lines a day, you are a writer -- we need to 
cultivate our intent.  
 
How? By showing up for your writing daily. 
 
Here’s a Writer Oath to help you do that. I wrote this for myself, and carry it 
around with me in my journal.  
 
 
 

THE WRITERõS OATH  
Beth Barany, c. 2007  

 
I will show up.  

I will write. 
I will let myself shine.  

I will honor the story and allow the words to serve the story. 
 

I write in the present because writing happens now.  
 
We reinforce our intent by our actions. Showing up for ourselves reinforces our 
commitment. By our very actions, we are stronger. It is not for us to critique our 
art at this point. That time will come later. We nurture our creative inner life by 
doing our art. And we affirm our creative soul. We are artists.  
 
Congratulations for showing up for yourself today.  
 
 
c. 2007 Beth Barany 
----------------- 
As a Creativity Consultant for Writers, Beth Barany (www.bethbarany.com) shows 
up for her fiction every day. 
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Like Nike says òJust Do Itó 
 
  Has dust settled on your manuscript? Has contacting agents with query letters been on your list of 
things to do for a month without completion? Are you hemming and hawing about going to National? 
Stop and ask yourself this question: If not now, then when?  
  I was reminded of the fragility of life this week when I learned of a close friend’s motorcycle accident 
in which he sustained a traumatic brain injury.  One minute he was living his life as if it was just 
another day and the next minute he was being transported to John Muir Medical Center.  He is now in 
ICU with his life in jeopardy and his future unknown. 
  What this terrible tragedy brought home for me is that there are no guarantees; today is all we really 
have. My petty excuses were revealed for what they are, weak reasons to avoid the possibility of 
rejection.  
  As I pondered my non-productive behavior, I remembered one of my favorite sayings, ―The answer will 
always be ―no‖ if you never ask.‖  I became proactive, I took action and I feel better about myself as a 
person and as a writer. The power to act is in this moment. 
  We have so many wonderful resources as members of RWA, as your PRO liaison I hope to encourage you 
to get PRO status, get your PRO pin and start utilizing these resources.  
The following is from the RWA site and will give you a good idea of what PRO status provides and how 
you can qualify for it. 
  

PRO serves RWA members who are pursuing publication but have yet to achieve that goal. 
Eligibility for PRO status is based on the following criteria; RWA membership, proof that you 
have completed a romance manuscript and that it has been submitted to a publisher or literary 
agent, or proof that you are published by a non-RWA-recognized publisher. 

PRO focuses on the business of writing rather than craft and offers many benefits to its members 
such as: 
 
 PRO forums where members discuss the writing business learn the latest information about PRO 
and RWA, take part in Q&A sessions with published authors, and learn from regular classes led 
by published authors and other publishing professionals.  
 
PROspects, the quarterly newsletter of RWA PRO. This online newsletter is full of business and 
market articles and links targeted specifically toward PROs. 
 
The annual PRO Retreat held at the RWA National Conference. The retreat is four hours of great 
business-of-writing information offered by published authors, editors, agents and other 
publishing professionals. During this special event, the PRO Mentor of the Year also is 
recognized, as are the PRO graduates from the past year.2007 PRO Retreat Agenda 

 
The PRO Career Series of booklets that offer extensive information on various business topics 
such as marketing/promotion, the author-agent relationship, career basics and a continually 
growing list of relevant topics. After current and recent RITA and Golden Heart finalists, PRO 
members are able to sign up for editor and agent appointments at the National Conference prior 
to non-PRO members. 

 
A pin denoting your PRO status that you can wear on Conference badges. 

 
For more information about PRO, feel free to contact me at lizesong1000@hotmail.com .  
 
Keep writing, this world needs more happy endings. 

SFA-RWA PRO Column by  Elizabeth Edwards 
 

Heart of the Bay Newsletter    •    June 2007    •    San Francisco Area Romance Writers of America    •    www.sfarwa.com             8 

 

https://www.rwanational.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?webcode=PROForums
https://www.rwanational.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?webcode=PROSPECTS
https://www.rwanational.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?webcode=Conference
https://www.rwanational.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?webcode=2007PRORetreatAgenda
https://www.rwanational.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?webcode=MembersPROCareer
mailto:lizesong1000@hotmail.com


 

 

 

Our kidsô favorite 
Christmas joke:  

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus?  
 
Claustrophobic!  
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President—Karin Tabke  
   KLTabke@aol.com 
Vice President, Programs—Beth Barany  
   bethbarany@gmail.com 
Vice President, Admin—Poppy Reiffin  
   pr@reiffin.com 
Secretary—Josie Brown  
   JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net 
Treasurer—LaConnie Taylor-Jones  
   laconnie@comcast.net 
Membership—Ginny Vermillion  
   dginny1942@cs.com 
Reservations—Ginny Vermillion  
  dginny1942@cs.com  or  
  login to 
www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/reservations.asp 
Newsletter Editor—Tawny Weber  
   tawnymwr@aol.com 
Website—JoAnn Smith Ainsworth  
   joann299@sbcglobal.net 
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Executive Manager—Allison Kelley 
(Tel) 281-440-6885 (Fax) 281-440-7510 
www.rwanational.org 
 
RWA Executive Officers 
President— Jill Limber 
Secretary—Kelley St. John 
Treasurer—Stephanie Feagan 
 
Region #6 Directors 
Teresa Carpenter 
Diane Pershing 
 
PAN Liaison—Nicole Burnham 
PRO Liaison—Trish Milburn 

 

SFA-RWA on the Web 
www.sfarwa.com 
To subscribe to the chapter announcement link or the chat link, go to the members section of www.sfarwa.com 

and click on “Add to SFA-RWA YahooGroups.” Or, change your membership information at www.sfarwa.com/membersonly. 
 

Editor Notes 
 
 

I’m proud to belong to a chapter as dynamic as ours!  SFA-RWA offers so much to the membership.  A quick peek at 
the guest speakers for 2007 proves that, doesn’t it?  Along with inspiration, education and opportunities (did you all 
enter the raffle for a reading by Kim Whalen?) there are also multiple promotional options as well.   
 
Our PAN Liaison, Tonda Fuller (aka Kalen Hughes) has made arrangements with the Emeryville Borders to hold a 
monthly signing for our authors after the meetings. What a way to let the community know romance is alive and well 
– and give them a place to come meet and greet their favorite authors!  
 
Also, it’s not too late to take part some of the pending SFA-RWA chapter events.  The Heart to Heart contest is 
gearing up... did you enter?  Better yet, did you sign up to judge?  This event is the chapter’s main fund-raiser, 
responsible for bringing in the awesome lineup of guest speakers we enjoy.  Please consider giving back to the 
chapter by offering your expertise and time. 
 
Along the same note, the deadline for the chapter anthology, The Ultimate (ROMANCE) Writerõs Guide: Everything 
you always wanted to  know about Creation, Craft and Connection: Written by writers who know! is fast 
approaching.  Have you considered submitting an article (or three)?  This is not only a great way to share your 
wisdom, give back to the chapter... but the promotional potential is fabulous!  Read the details on page 7, check it 
out and consider making a submission.   
 
And then there’s the newsletter.  Did you notice our new columns?   Last month, we had our first PAN column and 
this month our PRO Liaison pens her PRO column.  In addition we have a motivational column from Beth Barany each 
month!   Do you have a column or article you’d like to share?  If so, please send it in- we’d love to read it.  Articles, 
news, kudos or events, submissions – and BOOKSHELF information – are all due the 15th of each month.  Just send me 
an email at tawnymwr@aol.com to have it included.   
 

Like Karin says in her Prez Letter...  It’s gratifying to be a part of it all!   

mailto:tawnymwr@aol.com

