
online publications 

around the world. 

Rachelle Chase is an 

award-winning erotic 

romance author. Her 

first single title book, 

SEX LOUNGE, was re-

leased in May 2007, 

followed by 

SIN CLUB,  in 

November 

2007.  

Rachelle also 

hosts Chat-

ting with 

Chase , a live 

talk show 

featuring interviews 

with best-selling ro-

mance and erotica 

writers, co-hosts the 

Chase the Dream 

contest for writers, and 

featured, an online 

contest which fea-

tured hunky guys 

competing for the role 

of Derek, the hero in 

SEX LOUNGE. 

Sheõs appeared on 

Playboy Radio, Hip-

Hop Connection, and 

other radio programs 

nationwide. 

Web sites that worké 

To blog or not to 

blogé 

Interactive, informa-

tional and fan -

friendlyé 

If you want a website 

that is all this and 

more, then DONõT 

MISS THIS MEETING. 

Our panel of three 

web experts share 

valuable information 

on how to make your 

website the most effi-

cient marketing tool 

you have ñand propel 

your career to the 

next level.  

Tom Johnson is an ar-

tistic marketing strate-

gist. For the past 15 

years, he has super-

vised brand develop-

ment, logo and 

graphic design, collat-

eral layout and web-

site development pro-

jects. Tom provides a 

myriad of creative ser-

vices, such as logo 

design, website devel-

opment and consulta-

tion, print layout, de-

sign and production, 

as well as custom pho-

tography.  

Previously married to a 

successful fiction 

writer, Tom has a 

unique insight into the 

needs and 

goals of es-

tablished as 

well as aspir-

ing writers. 

Lorelle Van-

Fossen is the 

author of 

BLOGGING 

TIPS: WHAT BLOGGERS 

WON'T TELL YOU 

ABOUT BLOGGING, 

and the popular blog 

òLorelle on Word-

Pressó.  

Lorelle has been blog-

ging since 1994 cover-

ing topics from pho-

tography to geneal-

ogy. She is also a 

regular columnist for 

the 'Blog Herald' and 

'Blogger and Pod-

caster Magazine', as 

well as in many other 

popular print and 

Meeting Info  
  

Place:  

Pyramid Alehouse, 

Brewery and Restaurant 

901 Gilman St. Berkeley, 

CA 94710 510-528-9880 

Directions : Off I-80, take 

the Gilman Street exit.  

Drive east seven 

blocks.  Alehouse is on 

left.  Parking is free. 

Meeting room is up-

stairs.  

 

Cost:  

Members:  

  Reserve by midnight  

  February 6th: $25 

  Walk-ins: $30 

All nonmembers: $30 

  

Agenda:  

8:30 Registration & con-

tinental breakfast  

9:30 Business Meeting  

10:00 Presentation  

12:00 Raffle & adjourn  

 

After the meeting, 

many members gather 

for lunch in the restau-

rant. Guests will always 

find a warm welcome. 
 

To reserve, visit www. 

sfarwa.com .  Click on 

òMeetings.ó   

Email Chandra Wallace  

with any questions. 

Propel Your Career to the Next Level   

Business Name  
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Websites That Work and Much More With Tom Johnson, 
Lorelle VanFossen, and Rachelle Chase  

Saturday, March 8, 2008  
Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant  

901 Gilman Street,  Berkeley  

http://lorelle.wordpress.com/
http://lorelle.wordpress.com/
http://www.sfarwa..com
http://www.sfarwa..com
mailto:chandraknits@yahoo.com


We are on the verge 

of Spring!   

I always look forward 

to the month of 

March.   

I know by its end, es-

pecially here in 

Northern California, 

the weather 

will be less 

chilly and 

the rains will 

abate.  

I love smell-

ing the fresh 

air, the 

loamy earth, 

and seeing 

the fuzzy 

blossoms 

erupt on the 

trees.  Birds are busy 

building nests, and 

there is an all around 

general feeling of re-

newal.   

Out with the drudg-

ery of winter and in 

with the freshness of 

Spring. 

I always take this time 

to renew my goals, to 

cleanout closets, go 

for my daily walks, 

and to just get back 

into the swing of life.  

One of the renewals 

SFARWA will be look-

ing at this month are 

the new bylaws.   

An email will go out 

to the SFA groups let-

ting you all know 

where to go online to 

read them and vote. 

  Itõs imperative we 

have a majority vote, 

as the By Laws must 

be turned into Na-

tional for approval 

ASAP.   

So please take a look 

at them, and yes, 

they may make your 

eyes glaze over once 

or twice, but I assure 

you, because they 

affect us all, we all 

must read.  

Then vote!  

Thanks again, ladies, 

for all you do for the 

chapter.   

I look forward to see-

ing everyone at this 

A Note from the Prez... 
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Signing Opportunities  

Our PAN Liaison, Kalen Hughes , arranges new release signings each month at the Emeryville 

Borders.   

The signing is held after the meeting (second Saturday of each month) from 1:30-3:30.  Not only 

is this a great opportunity for our chapter members, but itõs also becoming a standard event 

that local readers can anticipate to meet and greet their favorite authors.   

If youõd like to make arrangements to sign your new release- send her your pen name, title, 

and ISBN at kalenhughes@yahoo.com  

Member Regan Taylor  also arranges signing most months at the Borders Express in San Rafael, 

CA. Contact Regan at Maiti1mom@aol.com   for more details. 

The February speaker did not want  a recap published in our newsletter.  

http://www.kalenhughes.com
mailto:kalenhughes@yahoo.com
http://www.regantaylor.com/
mailto:Maiti1mom@aol.com


At Avon, Erika Tsang 

has been promoted to 

executive editor . 

Case Study of Author 

Caught By Hollywood 

Math  ͖

The LA Times high-

lighted how Deborah 

Gregoryõs Cheetah 

Girls book series turned 

into a successful multi-

media line , with TV 

movies and associated 

CDs, DVDs, concerts 

and merchandise un-

der Disneyõs manage-

mentñwith little or no 

profit to the creator . 

òGregory expected to 

get a piece of the ac-

tion when she signed a 

2001 contract promis-

ing her 4% of the net 

from all of this activity. 

But like many other au-

thors who have signed 

away dramatic rights, 

she says she never got 

a penny of the profits.... 

Gregory said sheõs 

pocketed $125,000 

over the last nine years 

in option fees and pay-

ments for her title as co-

producer of the mov-

ies. Although sheõs 

asked for them, she has 

never gotten ônet profit 

participation state-

mentsõ from Disney, 

spelling out details of 

expenses and reve-

nues. If anyone is get-

ting rich on this formi-

dable franchise, Greg-

ory noted, itõs not the 

woman who created 

it.ó  

http://

www.latimes.com/

news/local/la -et -

cheeta-

h13feb13,0,6026972.stor

y 

Harlequin has started 

posting 20-minute Meet 

the Editors podcasts, 

òdesigned to demystify 

the concept of the edi-

tor as an inaccessible 

resource for aspiring 

authors. Meet the Edi-

tors brings the person-

alities of the various 

Harlequin Enterprises 

editors to the fore and 

offers listeners the op-

portunity to get to 

know the people that 

shape the books they 

love to read.ó 

Assistant Editor Sean 

Mackiewicz is leaving 

Harlequin to work for 

DC Comics. 

At Harlequin, Kelli Mar-

tin has been hired as 

senior editor, Kimani 

Romance . She previ-

ously held editorial posi-

tions at Jump at the 

Sun, Amistad, and 

Simon & Schuster. 

Colleen Lindsay has 

joined FinePrint Literary 

Management as an 

agent, focusing on fan-

tasy and science fic-

tion, horror, paranormal 

romance, YA fiction 

and non-fiction, pop 

culture, and graphic 

novels. For over 20 

years, Lindsayõs primary 

background is in pub-

licity, marketing and 

genre publishing.  ͖

Lindsay Sagnette will 

join St. Martinõs in early 

March as an editor. 

Sheõll be expanding her 

list at St. Martinõs with 

suspense-driven fiction 

and innovative 

womenõs fiction. 

Reed Elsevier an-

nounced their intention 

to sell off Reed Business 

Information, their trade 

magazine division that 

includes Variety  and 

Publishers Weekly . CEO 

Crispin Davis said òprint 

publishing is flat while 

online is growing at 

around 11 percent a 

year.ó Reed Exhibi-

tionsñcurrently a divi-

sion of the RBI, which 

operates BEA and the 

London Book Fairñwill 

be retained by the 

company.  ͖

Kensington announced 

the acquisition of the 

publishing assets of 

Holloway House, òthe 

pioneers of original 

street lit fiction.ó Ken-

sington will publish the 

companyõs backlist as 

a new imprint, Hollo-

way House Classics, 

and will distribute the 

Robert òIceberg Slimó 

Beck books. They will 

be òreissuing and dis-

tributing existing Hollo-

way House titles in mass 

market and new trade 

formats as well as look-

ing for new urban fic-

tion .ó Those efforts will 

not affect Kensingtonõs 

Dafina Books imprint, 

which continues as a 

separate unit. 

Charlene Tegliaõs Ani-

mal Attraction , about a 

Market News 
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woman whoõs search 

for her birth parents 

were put her in the mid-

dle of a shapeshifter 

war, sold to Rose Hil-

liard at St. Martinõs, for 

two books, by Deidre 

Knight of The Knight 

Agency . 

From Cindy Myersõ mar-

ket newsletter:  

Mills and Boon, Harle-

quin Enterpisesõ vener-

able British subsidi-

ary,  will launch Black 

Star Crime in August ña 

new series featuring 

thrillers and crime fic-

tion. After one hundred 

years of publishing ro-

mance, Mills and Boon 

plans to release five 

crime and thriller titles 

every two months. Fol-

lowing its successful 

category romance 

model, Black Star Crime 

will be heavily branded 

and racked together in 

storesñaway from ro-

mance titles. They ex-

pect the series to sell 

250,000 to 500,000 units 

a year. Black Star Crime 

will feature a wide 

range of stories, from 

cozy mysteries to thrill-

ers. Editors will be work-

ing with both new and 

established authors. No 

word on names of ac-

quiring editors, but the 

address for the Mills 

and Boon offices is Har-

lequin Mills & Boon Ltd, 

Eton House, 18-24 Para-

dise Road, Richmond, 

Surrey, United Kingdom, 

TW9 1SR 

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-et-cheetah13feb13,0,6026972.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-et-cheetah13feb13,0,6026972.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-et-cheetah13feb13,0,6026972.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-et-cheetah13feb13,0,6026972.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-et-cheetah13feb13,0,6026972.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-et-cheetah13feb13,0,6026972.story


Author of 24 novels.  

Barbara began her 

writing career in 1990 

with her first book, 

PROMISE OF MARRIAGE, 

a Silhouette romance.  

She wrote six more 

books for Silhouette un-

der the pen name Kris-

tina Logan. 

With bigger stories to 

tell, Barbara moved first 

to Avon Books ,with her 

RITA-award-winning 

contemporary ro-

mance, DANIELõS GIFT, 

then to NAL where she 

writes romantic sus-

pense.  Her new book 

SILENT RUN, out this 

month, is the first of two 

connected books.  The 

next, SILENT FALL will be 

released in April. 

How long have you 

been a member of 

SFARWA? Why did you 

pick our chapter to 

join?  

Iõve been a member 

since 1989.  I hap-

pened to see a notice 

in a local newspaper 

and nervously called, 

not sure if everyone in 

the group was pub-

lished or not.   

I had just finished my 

manuscript and submit-

ted it to Harlequin Ro-

mance, but really knew 

nothing about the ro-

mance publishing busi-

ness. In fact, when the 

editor I submitted it to 

sent a long letter telling 

me what was wrong 

with the book, I had no 

idea that I could send it 

back to her!  But I fixed 

everything she told me 

to fix and sent the book 

to Silhouette Romance 

and they bought it.   

I loved the local chap-

ter from the start, and 

Iõve made so many 

friends over the years 

and learned so much 

from the terrific writers 

in the SF Bay Area that I 

canõt begin to imagine 

where Iõd be if I hadnõt 

joined the chapter and 

RWA. 

Tell us about your cur-

rent release.  

My newest book, SILENT 

RUN, is the first of two 

connected romantic 

suspense novels.   

In the first book my 

heroine wakes up in the 

hospital with no mem-

ory of who she is or 

where sheõs been.  

Sheõs confronted by a 

police officer who 

wants to know where 

her baby is and a 

handsome, angry 

stranger who claims 

she was his lover and 

the mother of his child 

until she disappeared 

seven months earlier. 

She doesnõt know what 

to believe or who to 

trust, but it soon be-

comes clear that there 

is someone out there 

who knows exactly who 

she isñ and who wants 

her and her daughter 

dead. 

The story is suspenseful 

but has a strong emo-

tional core.  There is a 

lot of love and lot of 

hate between the hero 

and the heroine, but 

they have to find a way 

to deal with the anger, 

the betrayal, the hurt in 

order to save them-

selves and their child.  I 

think readers will find a 

poignant love story as 

well as a thrilling ro-

mantic suspense ride.  

At least I hope so! 

My second book, SI-

LENT FALL, features the 

brother of the hero in-

troduced in SILENT RUN.  

So while the books are 

loosely connected, 

they can also be read 

on their own. 

Can you give us a pre-

view of your next pro-

ject?  

Iõm working on another 

romantic suspense se-

ries as well as trying a 

hand at a series that is 

more like what I used to 

write, big, emotional, 

contemporary ro-

mance. 

What makes your Ro-

(Continued on page 8) 
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SFA-RWA March Featured Author  

Barbara Freethy  

òsometimes 

getting published 

involves a little 

bit of luck, but 

you have to be 

ready for the 

momentó 
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Silent Run, By Barbara Freethy  

Onyx 

March 2008 

ISBN 9780451412539 

RUNNING SCARED ...  

A woman wakes in a hospital bed with no idea of who she is. Her memory is gone. 

Her baby is missing. All she has is the gripping certainty that she is in mortal danger. 

Then an angry, handsome stranger makes a terrible accusation. He was her lover -- 

and her child's father -- until she disappeared seven months ago.  

 

RUNNING BLIND ...  

Jake Sanders swore he'd never forgive Sarah Tucker, but he isn't about to let her get 

away again -- especially not with his daughter still missing. If he has any chance of 

recovering his baby, he must help the woman who betrayed him retrieve the pieces 

of her shattered past -- without letting his feelings get in the way.  

 

RUNNING FOR THEIR LIVES ...  

Haunted by troubling flashes of memory, Sarah begins to realize she has lived a life of 

lies. Now a relentless killer is after her, determined to make her pay for her sins. Sarah 

and Jake have no choice but to trust each other to defeat an enemy who is hot on 

their heels and closing in fast. 

At Amazon.com  

 

Sans Regret By Alice Gaines  

Elloraõs Cave 

March 2008 

ISBN 9781419914508 

What woman would steal a Peer of the Realm from a crowded London 

party? James Hardison, Marquis of Wortham awakes as prisoner of the 

woman who inflames all his passions. When she reveals herself to be Caro-

line Durant, Dowager Countess of Oakhurst, he realizes she's taken him to 

Sans Regret, the secret den of sin built by her late husband. James had 

hoped for an invitation during the Earl's lifetime. Now he's here for a private 

party, prisoner until Caroline exacts her revenge for something he didn't do. 

Caroline has him right where she wants him. The rake ruined her life by se-

ducing her sister, forcing their parents to find a noble match for Caroline. 

Fobbed off on the abusive Earl, she was forced to serve as sexual plaything 

for his guests. Now she'll use Wortham's licentious nature against him. How 

could she have imagined he would arouse desires she didn't think she had? 

Exploring each other's passions, two strong-willed people come to know 

each other's souls.  

At Elloraõs Cave 

http://www.amazon.com/Silent-Run-Barbara-Freethy/dp/0451412532/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1195428972&sr=1-1
http://www.ellorascave.com/AuthorsBooks.asp?AuthorCode=AGai
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Miss Quinnõs Quandary, By Shirley Marks  

Avalon Books - March 2008 - ISBN 9780803498761  

Larissa Quinn travels directly from Miss Simmons' Seminary to the wilds of Westmoreland to care for her eld-

erly aunt.  After the day-long journey, the only place for the weary travelers to sleep is the barn of an over-

booked inn with only a single vacancy. 

Larissa has no intention of sleeping on a pile of straw, steps forward, claiming to be newly wed to Sir Randall 

Trent, baronet and unwitting accomplice in Larissa's scheme for adventure, in order to claim the last empty 

room.  Convinced they will never see one another again and that no one will be the wiser about their little 

white lie, Larissa and Sir Randall part ways, through not before Sir Randall can bestow upon Larissa a pas-

sionate kiss that sends her reeling.  Both are surprised to be thrown together again so soon in London for the 

season. 

When their secret is discovered, Larissa and Sir Randall are forced to band together in the face of a crime 

spree in which Sir Randall is implicated. 

Life is about to offer Larissa an adventure unlike she had ever imagined. 

 

At Amazon.com  

 

Indentured Bride, By Regan Taylor  

Awe-Struck Books - March 2008 - ISBN 9781587496530 

Brown haired, blue eyed Brett Parker, had everything but a woman to love and marry. A promi-

nent rancher and Deputy Sheriff in Adler Creek, Wyoming, Brett has much to offer the right 

woman. 

Brown hair, brown eyed Jennifer Matthews grew up in security and luxury in New York City. As the 

only child of a prominent attorney and his wife Jennifer wanted for nothing. When her parents 

die, Julian rushes to assume his guardianship duties over Jennifer. There is a problem thoughñ

Julian is not the guardian Jenniferõs parents hoped for. 

When Jenna meets Brett and he declares he is marrying her, the iron that if she marries him he 

could well be the one who arrests her for murder.  

At Awe -Struck Books  

 

House of Whispers, By Margaret Lucke  

Juno Books - March 2008 - ISBN 0809571587  

After a bitter divorce, Claire Scanlan is launching a new life and a new career 

in real estate. She is thrilled to get the chance to sell a spectacular oceanview 

house and even more excited by the seller, the handsome Ben Grant. But buy-

ers stay away because the place is the site of a notorious mass murder. Inside 

the empty house, Claire experiences strange sensations that fascinate and 

repel her. Eager to win Benõs heart, Claire must first come to terms with her 

paranormal powers if she is to find the truth behind the deadly crime and pre-

vent another tragedy. 

At Amazon.com  

http://www.amazon.com/Spy-Game-Five-Star-Expressions/dp/1594146586/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1202245944&sr=1-1
http://www.awe-struck.net
http://www.amazon.com/House-Whispers-Book-Supernatural-Properties/dp/0809571587/ref=pd_bbs_sr_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1204080059&sr=1-2


Conference is still 

nearly four months 

away, but itõs not too 

soon to start preparing.  

What do you want to 

get out of the confer-

ence this year? Take a 

few minutes to jot 

down some ideas. 

 Donõt worry, Iõll wait. 

(humming along with 

daughterõs latest Taylor 

Swift downloads...) 

Back already? Great. 

My guess is that if 

youõre a PRO like me, 

actively pursuing the 

goal of publication, 

ònetworkingó and 

òlearningó are high on 

your list.  

Here are a few tips for 

squeezing lots of both 

out of your conference 

experience. 

Focus on goals you can 

only achieve at confer-

ence.  

Attend special interest 

group get-togethers 

and meet like-minded 

writers, or put a face to 

those youõve òmetó 

online. 

Attend workshops by 

speakers who you 

havenõt already seen. 

Sure, itõs always fun to 

see our favorite au-

thorsõ chats, but is there 

another workshop of-

fered at the same time 

which might provide 

information you need 

to advance your ca-

reer? 

Consider attending the 

AGM.  

There, Iõve said it 

I think every member of 

RWA should attend the 

Annual General Meet-

ing at least once, to 

understand how deci-

sions are made and 

how the board oper-

atesð and to show your 

appreciation to the 

hardworking board 

members. 

Read the RITA nomi-

nees  

Not only does it make 

the awards more fun, 

but thereõs no better 

way to understand 

whatõs captured the 

hearts of readers and 

industry professionals ð 

critical information for 

writers hoping to sell. 

Nominees are an-

nounced in early April. 

Sign up for editor/agent 

appointments for the 

experience  

Meeting with your 

dream date should not 

be your primary goal. 

Quoting from the RWA 

website: òYour odds of 

meeting with your first 

choice of either are not 

high. If your primary 

reason for attending 

the national confer-

ence is to meet with an 

editor or agent, your 

chances are much bet-

ter at a smaller, local 

conference.ó 

However, pitching is a 

skill all of us need to 

develop, and thereõs 

no better training 

ground than an ap-

pointment at National.  

Start working on your 

pitch now so youõll 

have time to run it by 

your critique partners 

and practice, practice, 

practice until you have 

four sparkling minutes 

of oratory.  

Research the agent or 

editor as though she is 

your top choice ð thatõs 

an excellent skill to de-

velop as well. 

(Continued on page 9) 

PRO Forum: Preparing for National  
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By Sophie Littlefield  

Membership  

Annual dues are $30. 

New members add a regis-

tration fee of $2.   

Payment may be made at 

the meeting or by sending 

checks to Chandra Wal-

lace, SFA-RWA Member-

ship, 5514 Louisiana Drive, 

Concord, CA 94521.  

Please make your check 

payable to SFA-RWA.  

Please report all address, 

phone, and email correc-

tions, as well as changes in 

publishing status to 

Chandra at 

chandraknits@yahoo.c

om . 

mailto:chandraknits@yahoo.com
mailto:chandraknits@yahoo.com
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Deadline for April 

Newsletter 

submissions is 

March 21th, 2008.  

Calendar 

Candice Hern , Jami 

Alden , Karin Tabke , 

and Brenda Novak  will 

present a romance 

panel at the Santa 

Rosa Central Library, 

211 E Street, Santa 

Rosa, CA, from 1:00 to 

3:00 p.m.  

March 15  

The Sacramento Valley 

Rose Chapter   presents 

agent Nephele Tem-

pest of The Knight 

Agency At the Univer-

sity Park Clubhouse, 

Sacramento.  

March 15 -16 

Shelley Bates  will pre-

sent two workshops, 

òThe Plotting Partyó 

and òWriting Teen 

Chick Lit,ó at the 

Mount Hermon Chris-

tian Writers Confer-

ence, Scotts Valley, 

CA.  

March 29  

The Silicon Valley 

Chapter  presents Rae 

Monet, who will discuss 

the characterization of 

your real-life FBI hero or 

heroine.  Milpitas, CA. 

mantic Suspense some-

thing stand out from the 

pack?  

I really try in my books 

to keep the reader 

guessing.  I love plot 

surprises, twists and 

turns, the more compli-

cations the better.  I 

hope the reader never 

figures out who the vil-

lain is until the end.   Itõs 

also important to me to 

have a strong love story 

that is just as memora-

ble as the suspense 

plot. 

Whatõs the one bit of 

advice youõd give to 

an unpublished mem-

ber, beyond the usual 

ònever give upó? 

My best advice is to put 

yourself in the position 

to get lucky because 

sometimes getting pub-

lished involves a little bit 

of luck, but you have to 

be ready for the mo-

ment.   

You need to write a 

book all the way to the 

end, so you have 

something to sell.  And 

until you write a book 

to the end, you wonõt 

be able to see where 

you got tripped up, 

how you handled the 

sagging middle, and 

where that you can get 

to, go hear them, not 

so much to pitch your 

book, but to know what 

their personality is, what 

they like, what they 

might want to see. 

Sometimes we think of 

conferences as just a 

chance to pitch our 

story, but itõs really an 

opportunity to learn as 

much as you can 

about houses and edi-

tors you might not even 

be considering.   

Donõt be afraid to ask 

the published authors in 

the chapter questions. 

 When I first joined the 

chapter, I hunted down 

Carol Culver (aka Carol 

Grace) because I knew 

she wrote for Silhouette, 

too, and I wanted to 

compare notes.  Both 

of us were dying to 

meet Barbara McMa-

hon who was writing for 

Harlequin Romance, a 

line that outsold Silhou-

ette Romance almost 

three to one at the 

time.  So we found her 

and started networking. 

Iõve always found most 

authors love to give 

advice, but sometimes 

people are afraid to 

(Continued on page 10) 

Featured Author Barbara Freethy Continued...  
what you need to do to 

improve pacing. 

Iõd also advise writers to 

write what they love, 

but also be smart.  If 

youõre going to break 

every rule, realize that 

you may be setting the 

bar a little higher for 

yourself.   

Also, know what niches 

in the market are hot.  

You canõt write to 

trends, but you can 

and should be aware 

when certain niches 

are gaining in popular-

ity while others are di-

minishing.  Everything 

goes around.  Iõve seen 

the paranormal boom 

twice now and in be-

tween the two booms I 

saw years when no one 

could sell a paranormal 

to save their life.   

Thatõs why you keep 

everything you write.  It 

may see its day in the 

sun at another moment 

in publishing time.  

Watch to see when 

editors move to a new 

house; theyõll often be 

looking for new mate-

rial, their own stable of 

authors.   

Network.  If an editor or 

agent is speaking any-
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Appointment signup for 

PRO members begins 

on May 12. The com-

plete signup schedule is 

available at: 

 http://

www.rwanationalconfer

ence.org/Schedule/

Sched-

ule_EditorAgent_Reg.ht

m  

Plan ahead  

One of my favorite cri-

tique group meetings 

of the year is when we 

all sit with our sched-

ules, pen in hand, and 

figure out which work-

shops we want to at-

tend. There is a 

òpajama partyó feel as 

we compare notes on 

speakers and programs 

and figure out how we 

can cover the most 

ground as a group. 

The conference sched-

ule will be listed in the 

May issue of the RWR. 

5. Volunteer  

First of all, giving back is 

the right thing to do. 

And second, how 

many times have you 

heard a fellow writer 

talk about the industry 

movers and shakers she 

met while moderating 

a panel or helping at a 

signing? 

The volunteer link 

should be on the RWA 

website soon. If youõre 

interested in helping sell 

our chapter book [put 

link here to Writing Ro-

mance: The Ultimate 

Guide] at Midnight 

Madness, please drop 

me an email. 

6. Push yourself  

What is the one thing 

you know you should 

do but are too uncom-

fortable? Honey, thatõs 

exactly what you need 

to do this year to honor 

your commitment to 

your career.  

Whether itõs taking a 

one-on-one appoint-

ment, introducing your-

self to strangers at a 

luncheon table, min-

gling at the chocolate 

party, or asking a ques-

tion in a packed work-

shop, this is your year to   

be brave and make it 

happen. 

(Inspirational) 

www.faithhopelove -

rwa.org  

Passionate Ink (Erotic) 

www.passionateink.org  

Heart Beat (Medical) 

www.heartbeatrwa.co

m  

From the Heart (online 

chapter) 

www .fthrw.com  

Hearts Through History 

(historical) 

Futuristic, Fantasy, & 

Paranormal RWA 

www.romance -ffp.com  

Elements of RWA 

(Romance with Unex-

pected Elements) 

www.elementsofrwa.co

m  

The Beau Monde 

(Regency) 

www.thebeaumonde.c

om  

Faith, Hope & Love 

www.heartsthroughhist

ory.com  

Kiss of Death (Mystery 

and Suspense) 

www.rwamysterysuspe

nse.org  

ChickLit Writers 

chicklitwriters.com  

Celtic Hearts 

www.celtichearts.org  

ScriptScene (Script writ-

ing) 

www.scriptscene.org  

PRO Forum Continued... 

Special Interest Groups  

òthis is your 

year to   be 

brave and make 

it happenó 
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heart.  You have to be 

a bit of a risk taker and 

a gambler, because 

nothing is a sure thing.  

Even after you publish, 

youõre only as good as 

your last book and your 

last set of numbers.  

There is no job security.  

There are times in a ca-

reer when you feel 

pretty confident that 

youõll continue to sell, 

but things happen, edi-

tors leave, publishing 

houses merge, bad 

covers are designed, 

books get lost in distri-

bution, booksellers 

donõt shelve the books 

ð there are so many 

factors that can derail 

an author that you 

have to realize that itõs 

a risky business. 

Iõve been making up 

stories in my head since 

I was a kid, so I love be-

ing able to put them on 

ask.  Donõt be.  Most of 

us would love to pass 

on some of the good 

will that came our way 

early on. I know I do. 

Lastly ð itõs easy to sec-

ond guess yourself, to 

listen to too many opin-

ions and not know 

what to do.  In the end 

itõs all about you and 

the story you want to 

tell.  You have to write 

and keep writing.  And 

if one book doesnõt sell, 

move on to the next.  

Donõt think that you 

only have one chance 

or one story to tell.  

Whatõs the hardest part 

for you about choosing 

writing as a career? 

Whatõs the best part? 

I think writing is a fabu-

lous job, but itõs also not 

a job for the faint of 

(Continued from page 8) paper and share them 

with the world.  While 

the writing process can 

be a struggle to make 

the pages match up to 

the vision in my head, I 

always love the mo-

ment when the book is 

done.  Thereõs no better 

feelingð until the book 

hits the shelves. 

Then, of course, comes 

the anxiety of whether 

or not it will sell, but at 

that point, itõs really out 

of your hands. 

Whatõs your best mar-

keting tip?  

 Do whatever 

promotion feels right to 

you, but donõt try to 

keep up with everyone 

else ð youõll go crazy.  

Pick the promotions 

that fit your budget 

and your style.  If itõs 

painful to sit in a store 

and sign five books, 
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then maybe youõd 

rather do drive-by sign-

ings or spend your time 

on some other type of 

promotion.  I donõt 

know what the best tip 

is, because bottom line 

I think most authors 

who really make it big 

get a lot of support, 

and behind the scenes 

dollars working co-op 

deals to get that book 

on the right shelves 

face out.  Whatever 

the author can do sup-

ports those efforts but 

you need that muscle 

behind you. 

Thank you Barbra for de-

buting our Featured Au-

thor column and for your 

wonderfully informative 

answers! Everyone, please 

visit Barbaraõs website to 

check out her latest re-

leases at barbara-

freethy.com  
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