Meeting Info

Date:

May 12, 2007

Place:

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery
and Restaurant 901 Gilman
St. Berkeley, CA 94710 510-
528-9880 Directions : Off I-80,
take the Gilman Street exit.
Drive east seven blocks.
Alehouse is on left. Meeting
room is upstairs.

Cost:

Reserve by midnight

May 9: $20 members

$25 nonmembers

After May 9 : $25 members
$25 nonmembers

Please bring exact change.
Checks accepted.

Agenda:

8:30 Registration &
continental breakfast
9:30 Business Meeting
10:00 Presentation
11:30 Raffle & adjourn

To reserve, visit www.
sfarwa.com before midnight
Wednesday, May 9, 2007.
Click on 0Meet
email Ginny Vermillion at
dginny1942@cs.com.
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PANCLICO

Writers of

read

Romance A merica

Upcoming Meeting
The State of Romantic Suspense with

Bestselling Author Allison Brennan

Saturday, May 12, 2007
Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant * 901 Gilman St., Berkeley 94710

Blending genres is HOT. In romantic suspense, and in every
genre. It doesn't matter what genre you write in, if you can put
one and one together, you can BLEND. In this tough market,
standing out is difficult. If you can do something different, but
with the familiar, you may be able to rise to the top.

Romantic suspense has become a genre all its own. Learn the
inside scoop on romantic suspense from New York Times
bestselling author Allison Brennan. Allison will discuss the
current state and future trends of romantic suspense,

to blend romantic suspense, what readers want, and also share
with us a little about her own journey.

Born in San Carlos, California, Allison has called Sacramento home since 1989. She's been
writing since she was young, but only after the birth of her third child did she get serious enough
about her prose to consider seeking publication. After writing five books in two years while
working full-time in the California State Legislature, she sold a romantic thriller to Ballantine, THE
PREY. She has six published romantic thrillers, the most recent FEAR NO EVIL, and is
contracted for six more. Her paranormal romantic suspense anthology, WHAT YOU CAN'T SEE,
will be released at the end of this year and she has two short stories coming out in 2008 in
anthologies edited by Lee Child and Elizabeth George. Her novel THE KILL is a RITA finalist and
won Best Suspense of 2006 in the RT Reviewers Choice awards.
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Due to Renew: May*

Catherine Burr
Lisa Frieden
Leslie Holmes
Chris Jacobson
Kathleen Keeler
Rena Leith

Patti MacDonald
Jennifer Niles
Judy SabelSoifer
Chadwick Saxelid
Shirley Schneckloth
Shay Stephen

New Members:

Jamie Sobrato
Lori Borrill
Christine Harvey
JoAnn Hornak
Lee Lopez

*Pl ease ignore thi
already paid your dues.
-Newsletter Editor

Membership T Pub News

Annual dues are $30. New member
dues are $30 plus a onetime instal -
lation fee of $2, for a total of $32.
Members may renew at the meeting
or send renewal checks, payable to
SFARWA, to Ginny Vermil lion, SFA
RWA Membership, 5609 Schooner
Loop, Byron CA 94514. Please report
all address, phone and email
corrections to Ginny. Also send her
any changes in publishing status
(first sales, new publishing house).
E-mail changes to
dginny1942@cs.com

From the Editor

Deadline for the June newsletter:
May 15. Please send your articles,
good news, sales, cover images, and
calendar items to Tawny Weber :
tawnymwr@aol.com. Articles may be
reprinted by RWA members if you
notify the newsletter editor and

credit the author and SFA-R WA 8 s
Heart of the Bay. Romance Writers
of America and RWA are registered
service marks of Romance Writers of
America.

Heart of the Bay Newsletter o

A Note from the Prez...

Happy May, eve

I would |Ii ke to samredly r :
enjoying the positive el
S0 nice to see old friends come back after a

hiatus and new friends joining us for the first

time. | also wanted to take a quick line and say
thank you to all of the ladies and gent who so
warmly welcomed our guest last month, Kimberly

——=="_ <> Whalen. She was, to say the very least,

impressed with the quality of our membership. Which brings me to a
very generous offer she made. Each month for the next 6 months
wedl | be raffling ¢Md Whalens Canpoa thiek «
of a better way to get 50 pages of your work in front of one of the
industryds top agents? Il candt
in attendance at the meetings to buy a raffle ticket. J

Okay, so | have a new saying. For those of you who know me well,
know | d6m | oaded with them. I cal
yes | do, a country singer, Terry Clark was being interviewed. To
paraphrase: She was asked why she was going in a diferent direction

with her musi c. She said, 0Coz i
same results. I want different |
Aindét that the truth? It applie:
definitely our writing. | f esdtu
does that bring you? | f youdre

selling? Do something different and get a different result. Or maybe
your career has stalled? What can you do different to shake it up?
Cause and effect, baby. Change the cause, get a different effect.
Hah, 1 dm a scientist! Seriously.
change and then change your approach.

| dm | ooking forward to our guest
bestselling author Allison Brennan is going to speak about the sta te of
romantic suspense and a bunch of other interesting tidbits. Reserve
early. And see you on the 12!

Ciao,

*

74
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SKIN
By
Karin Tabke

Pocket Books

Between life and death, there is
but a thin SKIN...

Feisty Francesca Donatello needs
the sexiest man on the planet to
launch her magazine SKIN.

Undercover cop Reese Bronson
needs the job to infiltrate the
Donatello organized crime family

and learn who assassinated
Francescads mob b

While Reese sheds his clothes for
close encounters of the very
personal kind, and Francesca
captures it on film, someone
decides Francesca needs D join her
father.

On the run, they dodge bullets and
bodies but not each other. From
San Francisco to Carmel to the
rugged plains of Wyoming the two
shed secrets, clothes and
inhibitions, and learn that to
survive they must trust each other.

Child of Balance

Chapter Bookshelf

OVER HER HEAD
by
Shelley Bates

FaithWords

Laurie Hale has the perfect life fi
and the perfect family to go

with it f until her teenage
daughter is accused of murder.
She imagined fun, love, and
success for Anna. But when one
of Annads cl assm
murdered and the police start
asking questions, a very

different future threatens
everything Laurie values. Anna

i s n & tnlytsuspectiioa whole
group of teenagers seems to be
involved, but none of them is
talking, and the community is in
an uproar . Lauri
bears the strain of the crisis and
her only ally is Janice, whose

own son can exonerate Annaf or
implicate her. Wh at if Anna
really was involved? And what
kind of person is Laurie if she
can doubt her
innocence?

ow

DOUBLE DARE
By
Tawny Weber

Harlequin Blaze

Wicked
Audra Wal ker 6s ol
shedd turned her

and what they liked best fi namely
hot sex and available men. But
they were so wrong....

Wanton
And Audra was in the mood to
prove it. How? By taking their
dare. The challenge? To seduce
the very next man through the
club doorfiregardless of who he
was e

Wanted
What the classy chick at the bar
saw in his suspec

guess. But undercover cop Jesse
Martinez would make it his
business to find out. Because no
guyf unless he was dead from the
neck downf would miss the
chance to investigate the curvy
brunette, too....

Seducing the Hermit
by
Suz deMello (Sue Swift)

Liquid Silver Books

TN )
o ? TLLIONAIRE

[ THE MONTH
{

BOUND BYTHE BABY
By
Susan Crosby

Silhouette Desire

Millionaire of the Month:
Buttoned-up banker Devlin
Campbell prided himself on

his control. That one
passionate night in Atlantic
City had been an aberration,
but one with lasting
consequences: his mystery
woman was pregnant. Now
that heddfif ol

thousands of miles awayf Dev
approached Nicole with a
most decent proposal. But
would their ardent beginning
allow these virtual stran gers
to forge a bond that was
more than skin deep?

Mz
ALICE GAINES

By
Alice Gaines

Cerridwen Press

"A dark and richly woven tale
filled with hauntingly
memorable characters and

vivid world -building. Ms.
Gaines' style is lyrical, with
amazing imagery that will stay
with you long after the last
page has beenturned. Truly a
must read!"

n Francisco Area Romance Wri

rs of Ameri

Rock 'n roll deejay Paige Percy rejects the phony life she's
led in Los Angeles and travels to remote Takinsha Island,
Alaska, determined to make a new life. She sets out to
find a fuck -buddy, an accessoryshe considers more
important than mascara.

She doesndét think shedl |
where the odds of men to women are twenty to one.

But as |l ocals say, t he odds stead ofjitoeo d ,
jolly, outgoing fellow she expects to find, she falls for Fisher  Chugatt, a loner
whose agenda doesn't include a relationship of any sort. But Cupid has other plans
for this coupl e.

While Paige learns to adapt to the out -of-kilter world of Takinsha, Fisher
struggles to banish the shadows in his soul that prevent him from committing to
Paige.

encount er an'

o www.sfarwa.com + May 2



Calendar

April 30 -May 4 Tawny Weber presents an online
workshop: Embracing Your Secret Identity at
www.eHarlequin.com

May 2  The Wild Writing Women literary salon,
hosted by Jacqueline Harmon Butler, welcomes
literary agents Michael Larsen and Elizabeth
Pomada, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

May 3 Pam Rosenthd will read from her RITA
nominated THE SLIGHTEST PROVOCATION (alonc
with Avon Red erotic writer Dahlia Schweitzer),
7:00-8:00 PM Good Vibrations Polk Street Store
1620 Polk Street (at Sacramento Street) San
Francisco, CA 94109 ph: (415) 345-0400

May 5  The Black Diamonds chapter presents
Plotting and Brainstorming Fun from 10 a.m. to
noon at SchoonersRestaurant, 4250 Lone Tree
Way, Antioch.

May 7 018 Bella Andre presents an online
workshop: Feng Shui for Writers: Move Your Stuff,
Make a Sale $19 REGISTER AT:
http://www.authormba.com/workshops/feng_shui
.htm

May 11  Regency dance lessons/practice, 80
10: 30pm, St. Markos Epi ¢
Colorado Avenue, Palo Alto. Cost $8. (Enjoy a
most diverting slideshow with audio at
www.paloaltoonline.com/news/show_  story.php?i
d=4530.)

May 12  Multi-author booksigning from 2:00 -4:00
in coordination with Barnes & Noble, on Lone
Tree Way, Antioch. Authors include Allison
Brennan, Brenda Novak, Karin Tabke, Tawny
Weber, and Josie Brown.

May 15 - June 15 Cathy Yardley presents an
online workshop: Will Write For Shoes: WRITING
CHICK LIT & CONTEMPORARMOMEN'S FICTION
Cutoff date to receive registration and
payment: May 11. For more information or to
register, go to www.WritersOnlineClasses.com
(under construction) or email
info@WritersOnlineClasses.com

May 19  Multi-author booksigning from 2:00 -4:00
In coordination with Waldenbooks Northgate
Mall, San Rafael. Rachele Chase (The Sex
Lounge), Regan Taylor(Mi r andadand He
Tawny Weber (Double Dare).

May 19 The Sacramento Valley Rose chapter
presents the annual Three Page Read. Find
details at
www.sacramentovalleyrose.com/3pageread.php

May 26 The Silicon Valley chapter welcomes YA
aut hor Simone EIl kel es p
CritiquesfiMaking them better!6 Se e
www.svrwa.com/meetings/future -meetings/.

May31 Reader sd Group meet.i
Town Los Gatos, 6:30pm. Hosted by Romance
Expert Ellen Higuchi and featuring a booksigning
by Shelley Bates (Over Her Head) and Rachelle
Chase (The Sex Loungsg.

San Francisco Area Chapter News

=R

Roses T Ribbons

D

Tracey Lyons is pleased to announce that she's accepted agent representation from Elizabeth

Pomada of Larsen and Pomada San Francisco

Barbara Freethyos
Readers Choice Awards.

book,

TAKEN, i s a f iheNafionab t

Shelley Bates has been invited to present the Golden Heart for Best Inspirational Manuscript at

the Dallas RWA conference.

Bella Andre has two new book trailers up on her new myspace page:

www.myspace.com/bellaandre

Brenda Novako6s
Romantic Suspense.

DEAD SILENCE won the

Gayl e Wi

Congratulations to all the SFA-RWA finalists in the

2006 Nat

Erotic Romance

Bound and Determined, Shelley Bradley
Every "Witch" Way But Loose, C.S. Chatterly
Ask For It, Sylvia Day

Open Invitation, Jasmine Haynes

Sin, Sharon Page

FIFITT/P

Fey Born, R. Garland Gray
Crimson Rogue, Liz Maverick
Your Planet or Mine?, Susan Grant
Sojourn, Jana Oliver

Mona Lisa Awakening, Sunny

Historical

Taming the Highlander, Terri Brisbin
How to Seduce a Duke, Kathryn Caskie
Midnight Secrets, Jennifer St. Giles
Just One of those Flings, Candice Hern
The Husband Trap, Tracy Anne Warren

Inspirational

Rekindled, Tamera Alexander

Fire Dancer, Colleen Coble

A Hickory Ridge Christmas, Dana Corbit
Ticket to Tomorrow, Carol Cox

With Christmas in His Heart, Gayle Gaymer
Martin

Long Contemporary

A Man of Honor, Linda Barrett

Call Me A Cowboy, Judy Duarte

Truth Be Told, Barbara McMahon
Baptism in Fire, Elizabeth Sinclai r

A Sultan's Ransom, Loreth Anne White

Mainstream

Learning to Hula, Lisa Childs

One More Time, Claire Cross

Spying in High Heels, Gemma Halliday
Dirty Laundry, Tori Carrington

River's Edge, Marie Bostwick

Regency

Love is in the Heir, Kathryn Caskie
Family Guardian, Laurie Alice Eakes
A Reputable Rake, Diane Gaston

A Twelfth Night Tale, Diane Gaston
The Wagering Widow, Diane Gaston

onal Reader 6s Choi ce€

Romantic Suspense

Are You Afraid?, Carla Cassidy
The Ribbon Murders, Sharon Ervin
Taken, Barbara Freethy

Dead Silence, Brenda Novak
Shadow Lines, Carol Stephensn

Short Contemporary

House Calls, Michelle Celmer

The Expectant Executive, Kathie Denosky
Under Deepest Cover, Kara Lennox

The Texan's Convenient Marriage, Peggy
Moreland

Bunking Down with the Boss, Charlene Sands

Single Title

My Favorite Witch, Annet te Blair

Pink Jinx, Sandra Hill

Make Me a Match, Diana Holquist
Irresistible, Susan Mallery

Real Women Don't Wear Size 2, Kelley St.
John

Traditional

The PMS Club, Carolyn Brown

Here With Me, Holly Jacobs

Rescued by Mr. Right, Shirley Jump
Princess of Caavenience, Marion Lennox
Crazy About the Boss, Teresa Southwick

Young Adult

Major Crush, Jennifer Echols
Love on the Lifts, Lorraine Heath
Boys That Bite, Mari Mancussi
Stake That!, Mari Mancussi

Oh My Goth, Gena Showalter

Best First Book

Rekindled, Tamera Alexander

Family Guardian, Laurie Alice Eakes
Major Crush, Jennifer Echols

Ask For It, Sylvia Day

Mona Lisa Awakening, Sunny

The Husband Trap, Tracy Anne Warren
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NEW PAN FEATURE

In order to better meet the
needs of our PAN members,
the chapter has formed a
partnership with Borders in
Emeryville, where we will host
a monthly signing. This event
will be regularly scheduled at
1:30PM on the second Saturday
of the month (yes,
conveniently just after the
chapter meeting!).

It is our hope that by having a
regular event the romance
community here in the Bay
Area will quickly become
aware that they can find new
books and meet their favorite
authors. In order to accomplish
this, itis v ital that we act as a
unit. If you have a website or
newsletter, please mention
this new monthly event to your
reader base (and keep
mentioning it in the months to
come if you can).

In May, Claire Langley-
Hawthorne will be signing her
new hardback CONSBUENCES
OF SIN, Rachelle Chase will be
there with her hot new single
title SEX LOUNGE, and Kalen
Hughes will be puffing off her
debut historical LORD SIN.

In June, Shelley Bates will be
signing her latest inspirational
OVER HER HEAD, Jennifer
Skully will be there with her
new single title IT MUST BE
MAGIC and her alter ego
Jasmine Haynes will be signing
the mass market
release of her erotic romance
novella collection SOMEBODY'S
LOVER. Regan Taylor will be
signing her sci-fi romance
MI RANDAGS HEaSRT
her paranormal SPELL ACROSS
TIME: THE PENTACLE, and
Tawny Weber will be there
with her Blaze debut DOUBLE
DARE.

Please contact Kalen Hughes
(kalenhughes@yahoo.com) if you
have an upcoming book and would
like to participate in this exciting
new event.

M Cl?’é e L W TS compited by Shelley Bates

From Publisherds Lunch:

Dan Conaway, currently executive editor at Putnam, is joining Writers House as a literary agent and editorial
consultant.

Book-of-the-Month Club editor -in-chief Victoria Skurnick will join Levine Greenberg Literary Agency as an agent
starting May 21, specializing in commercial and literary fiction as well as general nonfiction.

In mid-May Mike Brennan will join HarperCollins as SVPand director of sales for the Morrow/Avon sales group. He has
been at Penguin Group, where he is currently VP, director of national accounts.

At Bloomsbury, Michelle Nagler joins the company as editorial director for children's books. She was senior editor  at
Simon Pulse for the past four years.

Lori Handeland sold Any Given Doomsday the first in a new urban fantasy series where a psychic Pl is given more
powers than she bargained for and discovers herself fighting monsters of Biblical proportions to thwar t an upcoming
doomsday, to Jennifer Enderl in at $ookdedlldy lrerie @@odman dtIrenea
Goodman Agency.

USA Today bestselling author Alyssa Day soldAtlantis Unbound plus two more novels and a novella in her Warrior s of
Poseidon paranormal romance series, about a race of Atlantean warriors tasked to protect mankind in its darkest hour,
again to Cindy Hwang at Berkley, in a very good deal, by Steve Axelrod at The Axelrod Agency.

The Last Boleyn and the Elizabeth | mysteries author Karen Harper's Will's Other Wife , the story of a Anne Whateley
of Stratford, who married Shakespeare in secret less than a week before his shotgun wedding to Anne Hathaway, and
who lived with him in London when his career was at its height, t 0 Rachel Kahan at Putnam and Ellen Edwards at NAL, in
a pre-empt, by Meg Ruley at Jane Rotrosen Agency.

Bras & Broomsticks, Frogs & French Kissesand Spells & Sleeping Bagsauthor

Sarah Mlynowski'sGimme A Call, about a 14-year-old girl who gets a call, a nd an earful of advice, from her 17 -year-
old self, again to Wendy Loggia at Delacorte, by Laura Dail at Laura Dail Literary Agency.

NYT bestselling author of Intuition Allegra Goodman'sThe Other Side Of The Island, a post-apocalyptic dystopian tale
told f rom the perspective of Honor, a girl whose parents have been abducted by Earth Mother, the corporation that
controls the world and its new weather, to Ben Schrank at Razorbill, in a pre -empt, by Irene Skolnick.

NAL is launching a new imprint, Obsidian Mysteries. Led by senior editor Kristen Weber, the line launches this
September with both hardcover and mass-mar ket ori ginals. Publisher Kara Wel:
extraordinary mysteries for years, and this seemed like the perfect time to bri  ng them all together under one imprint."

verl

From Shelf Awareness:

Net sales by publishers in February rose 12.6%, as reported by 81 houses to the Association of American Publishers.
Net sales for the year to date have risen 10.2%., Among the strongest categories:
0 E-books rose 44.7%, with sales of $2.5 million

0 Adult hardcovers rose 43.4%, with sales of $111.9 million
o] Children's/YA hardcovers also rose 43.4%, with sales of $37.4 million
0 Religious books jumped 31.8% ($39.5 million)
o} University press hardcovers were up 6.8% ($5.4 million)
o] Children's/YA paperbacks increased 5.7% ($34.1 million)
0 Adult paperback were up 3.2% ($97.6 million)
0 Higher education rose 3.2% ($10.3 million)
Weaker categories were:
o} University press paperbacks, down 0.2% ($4.5 million)
0 Audiobooks, down 0.5% ($10.5 million)
0 Professional and scholarly books, off 7.3% ($36.2 million)
o] El-Hi basal and supplemental K-12 sales, off 10.1% ($79 million)

From Cyndi Myersosrmarket newsl ett
Editorial Assistant Adam Wilson, formerly with Steeple Hill Love Inspired Romantic Suspense, is now an acquiring
editor for Red Dress Ink and MIRA Books. Valerie Grayof MIRA has been promoted to Senior Editor. Tara Parsons is now

an Editor with HQN and Luna Books.

Selina McLemore, editor, and Latoya Smith, editorial a:
Heat her Osborne, former| y widtotial phsitibn@trTer 8aoks @anerly pccupiaed by Anmhal i
Genoese.

Editor Sulay Hernandez, who recently left Kensington Books, is now an editor with Simon and Schuster, working with
Touchstone Fireside.

Faith Black is a new Associate Editor at Avalon Books.

Komenar Publishingis a San Franciscebased small press founded by Charlotte Cook, Nick Ponticello, and Jasmine
Nakagawawi t h t he goal of publishing three to six books a ye
novels and short story collectionsfiliterary, historical, suspensef/thriller, science fiction, mystery, and even young adult
novels. Right now they only have two titles, but one of them, My Half of the Sky by Jana McBurneyLinn, was a
BookSense Pick last August, was reviewed on NPR and was chosen for the ForbesMagazine BookClub. Complete
submission guidelines are available at www.komenarpublishing.com/writers_intro.htm.

Aut hor Scene (www. Aut hor Scene. com), is a fiction | oher s
editor, DeNita, is looking for articles about books, authors, allure of certain genres, etc. for the ezine, but they must be

something of interest to fiction readers more so than writers. Wor d | ength is very flexibl
count right around 1,000 No payment , but Author Scene wil/ promote an
authords website. AuthorScene.com is affiliated with Aut
Dondt miss Brenda Nobine Kugtisn for Diabetes RésearchuMaly 1d\Wap 31 at

www. brendanovak. com (Brendads son has diabetes). There,

anywhere else--and the person who places the most bids over all will win a $1,500 prize package t hat includes a brand
new | aptop computer and digital camera (even if that pe1

To subscribe to

Cy ndi 0 s-mail ®wythiasterling rsubscabe@ydhoagrolps.com.k e




ﬂp?’i[mee ting R@Cdp by Jane George

Kim Whalen © Literary Agent
Trident Media

Query Letter Critique

A packed room of SFARWA members and guests welcomed literary agent Kim Whalen of Trident Media. Chapter President , Karin
Tabke, who is represented by Kim, announced that Kim has graciously donated six fifty -page critiques to be raffled off one a month
over the next six months. You must be present at the meetings

SENDING A QUERY LETTER

The single most important thing Kim encourages writers to do before sending a query letter is to resear ch the agent and agency you
are sending to, decide why you are sending your work to this person. Talk to fellow writers, look to the Internet for what pe ople are
saying about the ageitio youdhe iamgt eoolsadiss denib isi. t e .

Kim preferstoreade-quer i es, and says that most agents she knows prefe
before submitting. Again, do your research. She receives over one hundred query letters a day, many of them for genres she does
not even handle. A query containing one of herpet -peeves wi | | not be read, she simply dc

Kim wil/ not read a query addressed t o,thea-eailaddredses®fraltthedthenagentswi
queried. Otherno-nods i nclude submitting queries to more than one ager:l
in the same project without knowledge of the other, both agents will end up re  jecting the book because of this. Agents at Trident
will sometimes collaborate on a project, but only after acceptance through a single agent. Kim stressed that authors shouldb e
upfront and honest if they have committed a gaffe, and should never, ever, sa y they know an author represented by her if they
dondt . She checks.

Occasionally, Kim will provide editorial comments in response to a query, and she always tries to e -mail everyone who queries with
a response one way or the other.

If her response to a query is positive and she requests material, the lucky author should follow submission instructions exactly. This
is a volume and tracking issue. At Trident, authors must sign a release form before material is read. No exceptions. Once mat erial is
sent,i t s okay t o -maildooérify keeeipteButwaitaat least four weeks for a follow  -up e-mail, unless you have granted
an agent an exclusive, thanafollow -up i n a weekds time would be appropriate.

I't is in an aut hor &®moretean omemdercy a astime, hosvever,urtemtion the fact that this is a multiple
submission in your cover letter. Should you accept representation by another agent while material is still under submissiont o other
agents, let the other agents knowthaty oudve deci ded to go with someone el se.

THE AGENT/AUTHOR RELATIONSHIP

Kim cautions against signing with any agent before making sure that agent is right for you. Also, be careful about signing wi  th the
first agent who offers you a contract. According to K im, it is almost impossibletore -bui | d a career in today
Take power over your own career and ask a potential agent frank questions, have a wish -list. Do you want an agent who will read
your work? One who provides feedback? Abignamea gent may not be the ri ght just betause sfthe d oI
name.

Aut hors need agents as business advocates. Kim under standse t
knows when an author is being fed a line, a nd can act as advocate, as an author should not get involved in business negotiations with
an editor. Most importantly, an author needs an agent to move their career forward. Kim helps her authors to think long -term when
career-planning. Her authors receiv e the same boilerplate agency agreement that Janet Evanovich (represented by Robert Gottlieb
at Trident) gets. At Trident, authors do not sign an agengent a
can get more for a single title book than an author can get for his/herself, and publishing houses such as Pocket, Warner, and
Ballantine will not ignore a writer who has Trident in their corner.

QUERY LETTER HOWO
SFARWA members submitted five sample query letters for Kim to critiqu e on the spot. Her primary comment was that EVERY query

|l etter should begin with an opening I|Iine. AlIl agents want eénts,
whose work you admire, and whose work compares to your submission, (ex ampl e, Al Il i son Brennan) i s
interest. However, do NOT bill your book as t he-offnAadkdo N@ladesttiben c i
your book in terms that are fallimhds-Lotit 6otUskfaver ment hhéeé maeka
example, instead of calling your book a romantic comedy ( a tddi:

all in the spin!

After the opening greeting line, your book should be concisely described in a 3 or 4 sentence paragraph. Remember, Kim gets over
a hundred letters a day; you have about 30 seconds to hook her attention! Keep it simple, interesting, and short. When Kim pi  tches a
project to an editor, she distills it to its ~ hook, using only two or three sentences.

Find your hook. Be your own promoter in your query letter. Why is your book good? Why will it sell?
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Kim Whalen, cont...

Send a potential agent your best wor k. I f you have tmeénkonineme v
It only raises the question of why theyodére not published.edOt
If the project is a trilogy, briefly describe each part.

All queries should end with an author bio. In this section, Kim requested that information be as specific as possible. Let her
know what writing organizations you belong to. Tel!l her abolt
Where are you under contract? She will look you up on Amazon.com. Or, you can give her a link to reviews listed on your
website. As an agent, Kim wants to get a full understanding of where you want to go with your career.

QUESTIONS

Olf a writer wants to change agents, should they wait until their contract is over?6
Kim replied that the change should be undertaken immediately. The faster the better, even if a writer is still under contract
Kim said that she would wait for a writer she wanted to represent.

However, one should look for a new agentconfid ent i al | y. Do not tell your current a
wi || know that the relationship is not working, but itds. bec:
Before you sign with your new agent be suretodiscuss what was not working in your pre
happen again. | tds also i mportant to be as nice as possible

handle the rights for your previous work.

oWhat st hairneg selling right now?¢

Romantic suspense is hot, and is a great market for new writers. Historicals are making a resurgence, based on the evidence o f
the bestseller lists. Kim is looking for more historicals. She thinks there will always be a paranormal market, but that, lik e the
previous Chick-Lit market, it is oversaturated and will adjust.

You Are a Well-Spring of Creativity

How to Generate Ideas
By Beth Barany

Call it free writing, splash writing, flash writing, brain dumping, or brainstorming. It does not matter what you call it. Wha t matters is that it
works. Though you may not know why you need to write, or what your thoughts will morph into, as a first step, the act of writing is all that is
important. The power of this kind of fast and loose writing is that it generates a positive YESinto your mind and soul.

Name the Unnamable
Free writing says YESto your subconscious, and YESto pouring forth and nam ing what was before unnamable, primarily your feelings and
mental pictures. In this way, you can name, examine, share and release.

Knowledge is power. The power is in the writing. By writing your fears, hopes and dreams, you pull them out of your subconsci  ous where they
may influence you without awareness into the light, where you can be in control of them.

The Well Overflows

Free writing says YESto your infinite well -spring of creativity because every time, and | mean every time, you say YESto your infinite well -
spring of creativity -- by writing down a line, a word, a phrase, or pages -- you're telling your subconscious to send you MOREThe more you
allow your creative ideas to flow, and the more you act on the creative thoughts by recording them as they arrive, the more they will zoom
into your mind, pouring out of you like a crashing waterfall at high spring, fat with the snow melt.

Free up Brain Space
Contrary to the niggling worry that you are wasting your time, your freedom at the flash writing sta  ge actually releases the static of worry.
Because youdre clearing out the debris in the closet of yweuitshowsiup.d,

Self-Care
Lastly, free writing feels good. Otherwise why do it? Besid es that, it's fun! Fun to move pen across paper, or fingers across keyboard. It is part
of the care and feeding of your soul. You are taking care of yourself. Congratulations!

To recap, free writing generates ideas, says YESto your creative engine, free s up brain space and is an excellent way to take care of yourself.

Give yourself the gift of writing it all down.

As a Creativity Consultant for Writers, Beth Barany (www.bethbarany.com) uses structured free writes called Prime the Mind  Free Writes(tm)
with her clients, and also uses them to write her own fiction.
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For an anthology of advice written by you, the
members of the San Francisco RWA chapter.
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about Creation, Craft and Connection:

Written by writers who know! H e art to H eart CO nte St

Open to ALL SFARWA chapter members,
published in romance, other genres, and
unpublished. Yes, this means that we are asking
ALL members to contribute their expertise.
What we are looking for:

The 2007 Heart To Heart Contest sponsored by the San Francisco Area
Romance Writers is open for entries!!

, : ENTRY DEADLINE: June 6, 2007
-- Articles from our published authors, up to

1400 words; you can split this word count with

zz}t:(rjsgent or editor, so each would write 700 WHATSS NEW for 2007:

~This year, entries will be accepted electronically ONLY. Save on paper and
-- Articles from our as -yet unpublished writers, postage!
up to 350 words. Use our topics or your own to ~All entries will be judge d by 2 published authors!
write your piece, and propose a title when you ~Scoring based on 20 key areas guaranteed to make your entry shine!
submit it. The Book Committee will consider it. ~All entries will receive 4 scores. The lowest score will be dropped and the

average of the remaining 3 scores will constitute the final score!
Since we candt put ever ~Contestentryfeeswilbe acceptedby Paypal orcheck!
book, we will be looking for candid, practical ~More chances to win with the addition of our new E ROTIC category!
advice,things you wi shed you
out. Our intended audiences are:

- new RWA members WHAT TO ENTER:
- beginning and intermediate writers of all The magical scene in which your hero and heroine meet for the first time,
genres hungry for real information on how to maximum 15 pages (optional one-page set-up, unjudged)

succeed and eager to learn something new

R.ights.: _ - _ FIRST ROUND JUDGES:
First time North American publication rights. All first -round judges are trained, experienced critiquers and published
After publication the author may use the article authors

in print or online as long as the first place of

publication is noted. o .
FINAL ROUND JUDGESAcquiring editors and/or agents:

Benefits of being in the book: ~Wanda Ottewell (Harlequin Books) - Erotic

- Promoting yourself and your 2008 book to a ~Hilary Sares (KensingtonPublishing) - Paranormal

wide audience ~Allison Brandau (Berkley Publishing) -Romantic Suspense
- A writing clip for your site and portfolio ~Megan McKeever (Pocket Books} Single Title

- A fundraiser for the chapter; a way to give ~Cindy Hwang (Berkley Publishing)éHistoricaI _
back ~ Laura Barth (Harlequin Blaze) and Literary Agent, Sha-Shana Crichton

(Crichton & Associates Literary Agency) - Contemporary

More info:

http://www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/chapter For contest overview, official rules, entry form, and score sheets go to:
book.pdf - http://www.sfarwa.com/

Deadline for submissions: July 1, 2007

How to submit: send your article as an Questions?® Contact LaConnie Taylor-Jones, Contest Coordinator at:
attachment (Times new Roman. 12 pt.) to laconnie @comcast.net

sfarwabook2008@gmail.com, subject line:

SUBMISSION. Please include in your email:

-- a short bio, up to 30 words

-- a sentence on your latest book, or projected

book for Spring or Summer 2008 W
-- attach a jpeg b/w photo of yourself, if you

have one.

You may submit up to three articles.
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Romance Writers of America

Presidentfi Karin Tabke
KLTabke@aol.com

Vice President, Programsfi Beth Barany
bethbarany@gmail.com

Vice President, Adminfi Poppy Reiffin
pr@reiffin.com

Secretaryfi Josie Brown
JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net

Treasurerfi LaConnie Taylor-Jones
laconnie@comcast.net

Membershipi Ginny Vermillion
dginnyl942@cs.com

Reservationsi Ginny Vermillion
dginny1942@cs.comor
login to

www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/reservations.asp

Newsletter Editor fi Tawny Weber
tawnymwr@aol.com

Websitefi JoAnn Smith Ainsworth
joann299@shbcglobal.net

RWA National

- -;,\\ Welcome to
SN RO Romance Writers of America’

,.\

Executive Managerfi Allison Kelley
(Tel) 281-440-6885 (Fax) 281-440-7510
www.rwanational.org

RWA Executive Officers
Presidentii Gayle Wilson
Secretaryfi Kathy Carmichael
Treasurerfi Connie Newman

Region #6 Directors
Jill E. Limber
Questions? Contact Brenda at Diane Pershing
www.brendanovak.com PAN Liaisorfi Diane Pershing
PRO Liaisotfi Jennifer Crump

SFARWA on the Web

www.sfarwa.com
To subscribe to the chapter announcement link or the chat link, go to the members section of www.sfarwa.com
and click on “Add to SFA-RWA YahooGroups.” Or, change your membership information at www.sfarwa.com/membersonly.



