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Upcoming Meeting 

Empowering Characters' Emotions  

Want to add a psychological punch to your writing and editing?  Want 

to learn how to capture the full range of body language on the page?  
Want to turn your work into a page-turner by powering up emotion 

and hooking the reader viscerally?  Then join us for a full day Writer’s 
Master Class from Margie Lawson. 

Margie Lawson holds a Master of Science degree in Counseling 

Psychology with a two-year concentration beyond her master's 

degree, specializing in psychiatric counseling and nonverbal 
communication.  Margie merges her two worlds, psychology and 

writing, by analyzing writing craft as well as the psyche of the writer.  
She developed new psychologically-anchored editing systems and 

techniques which hook the reader viscerally.  Margie presents high-
energy workshops to writing organizations in Canada and the US.  

Important: By reservation only. Registrations will not be accepted at the door. 

Space is limited to 55 people. First come first served. Sign up and pay by: October 

26th. You will be given the option to pay via PayPal or to mail a check at the end of 
the reservation process. 

 

Creating Character Emotions with Margie Lawson  

 A Day-Long Writer's Master Class 

 

 

Meeting Info  
 

Date:  

 

November 10 , 2007 

  

Place:  

 

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery 

and Restaurant 901 Gilman 

St. Berkeley, CA 94710 510 -

528-9880 Directions : Off I -80, 

take the Gilman Street exit.  

Drive east seven blocks.  

Alehouse is on left.  Meeting 

room is upstairs.  

 

Cost :  
$60.00 
 

Due to the  limited space for 

the all -day November 

workshop and meeting, itõs 

by reservation only.   

 

Agenda:  

Registration Begins: 8:30  

Feature Begins: 9:00   

Business meeting , raffle & 

BOD voting  during breaks  

Adjournment: 4: 00   

 

 

To reserve, visit www. 

sfarwa.com before midnight 

Wednesday, November  7, 

2007.  Click on òMeetings.ó  

Or email Ginny Vermillion at 

dginny1942@cs.com . 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Margie Lawson  
Saturday, November 10, 2007 

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant · 901 Gilman St.,  Berkeley  94710 
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First off Iõd like to thank our own Beth Barany for 
her insightful workshop last month.  I have sin ce 
reaffirmed for myself my goals not only for my 
writing career but life goals as well.  It was for 
me, a person who considers herself  a self-
motivator, a very nice surprise.   I wasnõt sure 
what I would walk away with.  But I walked away 
with plenty, a nd to those of you who missed it?  I 
am sorry to tell you, you missed plenty.  Once 
again, I am amazed at the bennies of just 
showing up. 

 
Thanks again, Beth.   
 
Iõm really excited to have Margie Lawson as our guest this month.  
For those of you (no matter  where you are in writing career) who 
have not taken her emotions workshop, you are missing out (most 
especially because this is the rock and roll live version!).  Not only is 
Margie smart, funny and just an all around great gal, her workshops 
cross all genres.  She is a writerõs dream. 
 
Our November meeting will begin promptly at 9 instead of our usual 
9:30.  In between Margieõs workshop breaks weõll be voting for the 
2008 Board, raffling baskets, and  conducting an abbreviated business 
meeting.  There will  be a continental type breakfast, sit down lunch, 
then coffee, tea and cake or cookies later in the afternoon.  Weõll 
break by 4.  If you have not already registered, you need to hurry up.  
I think there are less than a handful of spots  left.  Our space is  
limited . 
 
So if you have not registered, you need to do it now before the 
workshop is closed.  It is prepay only, and there will be no refunds.   
 
Iõm excited to see you all there.  

 
Until then, write on!  
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A Note from the Prez... 
 

 

In This Issue.... 
 

2 ~ A Note from the Prez...., 
membership, Submission Info                     
3 ~ Chapter Bookshelf  
4 ~ Calendar, Roses & Ribbons  
5 ~ 2008 Slate of BOD 
Candidates             
6 ~ October Meeting Recap ð 
Beth Barany      
7 ~ Market News 
8 & 9 ~ Article; ABCõs of 
Storytelling  
10 ~ Contact Info     

 

Due to Renew:  November* 
 

Leah Ann Dible 
Sally Jane Driscoll 
Sheila Finch 
Jill Harrell  
Brenda Novak 
Elaine Reichert 
Jan Eklund Tracy 
Jami Worthington  

 
*Please ignore this notice if youõve 
already paid your dues.  
-Newsletter Editor  
 
 

Membership & Pub News 
Annual dues are $30. New member 
dues are $30 plus a onetime instal -
lation fee of $2, for a total of $32. 
Members may renew at the meeting 
or send renewal checks, payable to 
SFA-RWA, to Ginny Vermil lion , SFA-
RWA Membership, 5609 Schooner 
Loop, Byron CA 94514. Please report 
all address, phone and email 
corrections to Ginny. Also send her 
any changes in publishing status 
(first sales, new publishing house).  
E-mail changes to 
dginny1942@cs.com. 
 

 

   From the Editor 
Deadline for the December  
newsletter: November  15.  Please 
send your articles, good news, sales, 
cover images, and calendar items to 
Tawny Weber : tawnymwr@aol.com. 
Articles may be reprinted by RWA 
members if you notify the 
newsletter edi tor and credit the 
author and SFA-RWAõs Heart of the 
Bay. Romance Writers of America 
and RWA are registered service 
marks of Romance Writers of 

America.  

 

mailto:dginny1942@cs.com


 

 

                   Chapter Bookshelf     
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IõM YOUR MAN 

by Susan Crosby 
Harlequin NEXT 

ISBN: 0373881452 
 
 

THERE WAS A HOT-LOOKING MAN IN 
HER KITCHEN.  AND HE WAS 
COOKING! 
 
Maureen Hart had never had a summer 
so crazy...not even the  year she¹d 
become a teenage unwed mother .  Now 
her life was  on track with a steady 
boyfriend and a big promotion looming.  
And the one person who could derail 
everything was now waiting on her 
doorstep!  
 
Maureen¹s estranged daughter 
desperately needed her to care  for her 
six-year-old son for a few weeks .  She 
just never  imagined when she said yes 
that the child¹s gorgeous paternal  
grandfather, Daniel, would insist on 
staying, as well.  
 
Quarters were getting  interestingly 
close.  But Maureen was technically 
almost engaged...  and a workaholic...  
and a control  freak.  And totally about 
to cut loose and indulge in a little fun  
with a man capable of doing his own 

laundry!  

 
 

HONEYMOON HUSBAND 

by Shirley Marks 
Avalon Books 

ISBN 978-0-8434-9852-7 
 

 

Hannah Roberts wins a Hawaiian 
honeymoon that convinces her 
reluctant  fiancé to take the 
plunge, but he abandons her 
during a layover, leaving  her to 
arrive on Maui single and alone.   
Strangely relieved, she tries to 
break the news to the contest 
organizers, who expect to write 
the newlywedsõ story. 
 
Hannah encounters astronomer 
Jeremy Gordon and love blossoms 
in the balmy  paradise.  When 
Jeremy discovers Hannah is staying 
in the honeymoon suite,  he thinks 
she's married.  Is Hannah destined 
to be alone or is  her happiness 

with Jeremy written in the starts?  

 

THE FORTUNE HUNTER  
by Jasmine Haynes 

Berkley Sensation Trade 
ISBN:  978-0-425-21917-1 

http://www.skullybuzz.com  

If she wants to realize her lifelong 
of having children, heiress Faith 
Castle had better find a husband ñ
pronto.   Then she meets Connor 
Kingston.  Heõs yummy.  Heõs 
available.  And he thinks sheõs 
sexyé  Heõs also honest.  After a 
kiss that leaves them hot and 
bothered, Connor offers to marry 
Faith, but purely as a career move .  
Itõs far from romantic, but itõs as 
good an offer as sheõs going to get. 

 Each has a caveat, though.  She 
requires his fidelity ñhe wants a 
no-holds-barred sex life.   From 
their wedding night on, they get 
more and more adventuresome.   
And somewhere in the midst of 
ecstasy, they come to know the 
most foreign, exciting aphrodisiac 
of all ñloveé 
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San Francisco Area Chapter News 
 

 Roses & Ribbons                             
  

 
 
Bella Andreõs TAKE ME not only sold 
foreign rights to Ukraine ð itõs also gone 
into a second printing!!!!   Hooray!!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Got News??  Sales, contest wins or 
finals, submissions or events?  Share it 

here with SFA-RWA! 
 
 
 
 
Event: "The Making of Pride and Prejudice - The Musical" 

 
 Date: Sat December 1, 2007, 10am-4pm.  Registration Deadline: 

Monday, November 26, 2007. 

 Venue: Jane Austen Society of North America / Northern California 
Chapter 

 Location:  San Francisco State University/ Seven Hills Conference 
Center   800 Font Boulevard, San Francisco, CA 94132  

 Fee: $25 Members, or $30 Nonmembers. Price includes Brunch, Tea 
and Birthday Cake. 

 
To celebrate the birthday of Jane Austen, librettist Josie Brown and 
composer/lyricist Rita Abrams will be interviewed by San Francisco Chronicle 
film and theater critic, Gerald Nachman, on the making of their musical 
adaptation of the author's classic novel PRIDE AND PREJUDICE.  The 
keynote for this event will be given by Kirsten Olsen, author of COOKING 
WITH JANE AUSTEN. 

 
For more information, contact RC@JasnaNorCal.org 

 

    Calendar 
 

November 3   The Black Diamonds chapter 
presents Chris Baty, founder of 
National Novel Writing Month 
(NaNoWriMo), from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon at Schooners 
Restaurant, 4250 Lone Tree 
Way, Antioch.  

 
November 17  The Sacramento Valley Rose 

chapter presents Sacramento-
based bounty hunters Leonard 
Padilla and Robert Dick, who 
will talk about bounty hunting: 
what it is, what it involves and 
how it's done. See their 
website for more information: 
www.wantedfugitives.com. 
Find meeting details at 
www.sacramentovalleyrose.co
m. 

 
November 17  The Silicon Valley chapter 

hosts Martha Alderson, who 
will present an all-day plotting 
workshop. See 
www.svrwa.com for details. 

 
November 17

  
Jasmine Haynes, LaConnie 
Taylor-Jones and Jami Alden 
are signing at Borders San 
Francisco, Stonestown Galleria 
from 3 PM to 5 PM   

 
November 24  Jasmine Haynes and 

LaConnie Taylor-Jones, Regan 
Taylor and Brenda Novak will 
be signing at Waldenbooks, 
Northgate Mall, San Rafael 
from 1 pm to 3 pm  

November 29   Readers' Group meeting at 
Borders, Old Town Los 
Gatos, 6:30 p.m., hosted by 
Romance Expert Ellen 
Higuchi. 
Guest authors Jasmine 
Haynes, LaConnie Taylor-
Jones, Rachelle Chase, and 
Jami Alden will be signing 
their latest releases. 

December 1   Shelley Bates (Over Her Head) 
and Jasmine Haynes (The 
Fortune Hunter) will sign their 
books at the Borders Express,  
Capitola Mall, Capitola, CA 
from 1:00-3:00 p.m.   

 

 

 

mailto:RC@JasnaNorCal.org
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President  
 
Karin Tabke  
As President, I would want to continue  to tap into the vast resources we have in each other. The mentor program has been a success and Iõd 
like to see  it  continue. Meeting attendance is up and I'd like to continue to build there. Basically I would keep the ch apter steady as she 
goes while at the same time continue to see more exciting guest speakers, workshops, and programs for both Pro and PAN as par t of our 
monthly meetings.  
 

 VP Programs 

Elizabeth Edwards  
I have been a member of RWA since 2004, I write hist oricals and paranormal contemporaries with time travel themes.  In addition to writing 
romance I am a singer songwriter with three full length CD's of original work to my credit available on itunes and through ot her online CD 
retailers.  I am the Director of Advertising and Promotions for Recording Magazine, the magazine for the recording musician and advising on 
ad sales for the chapter book project.  I am currently the P RO Liaison. 
 
Regina Schneider  
Regina Schneider, aka Regan Taylor comes to SFA-RWA with a background in law, counseling and criminal justice.  As the co -owner of one of 
the oldest review sites she has a wide number of industry contacts including most major publishers and small press houses.  A mong the 
programs she has instituted are in perso n and interview packages as well as coordinating author days on the site's chat lists.  She served as 
the Review Coordinator and Promotions Director for two small press houses.  For the San Francisco chapter of RWA she has sets up monthly 
signings at the Walden's Books in San Rafael.  
 
 

VP Admin 
 
Tawny Weber  
SFA-RWA is a great chapter with so much to offer, Iõd be proud to be a part of its board.  I have plenty of experience to bring to the job, 
having served in numerous volunteer positions in my 5 years in RWA, including Secretary, newsletter editor, contest chair, critique chair, 
and webmistress in a variety of chapters.   
 
 

Membership  
 
Chandra Wallace  
Chandra Wallace is a recovering attorney who writes romantic suspense and mysteries.  She rejo ined RWA in 2006 and is also a member of 
the Black Diamonds chapter.  Chandra lives in Concord with her husband and 6 -year-old daughter.  
 
 

Secretary  
 
Josie Brown  
I will always appreciate the support, nurturing, friendships and invaluable publishing industr y knowledge that SFA-RWA has given me. 
My only regret is that I hadn't discovered this wonderful resource earlier in my writing career!  I look forward to continuin g the 
tradition set by the previous board of creating an inspiring environment  for its membe rs. 
 
 
 

Treasurer  
 
LaConnie Taylor -Jones  
I joined the SFA-RWA chapter in September 2003 and hold a MBA, with a concentration in finance.  My goals are to  promote the mission of 
the chapter and develop new means to strengthen the writing skills of each member.  
 

 

Slate of Candidates for the 2008 SFA-RWA Board of Directors 

Voting will take place at the November meeting.  

If you’re not attending please email your 

absentee vote to Josie Brown by 11/3 (9am) 

 

JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net 

mailto:JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net
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October  Meeting Recap by   Jane George 
 

Beth Barany Presents Call to Action: The Writer's Adventure  

Travel the Path of the Hero to Overcome Blocks and Transform Your Career  
 

 

Beth Barany's hands-on Saturday workshop, Call to Action: The Writer's Adventure, used the stages of the 
Hero's Journey to deepen our relationship with our writing process. We examined our writing challenges 
and goals to reconnect to our creative fire. To find enjoyment in the journey, our creative process, 
improve our writing and enjoy a more directed career, we applied writing and coaching tools, using Beth's 
handouts and her guidance. 
 
Here is some of what she conveyed:  At any given point in our creativ e process, we need to feel forward  
momentum, we want to feel a part of things, we want to succeed. What does success mean to you? Before 
you step forward to define this, take a moment to affirm that you are creative. That you are here to write 
stories and express yourself through writing.  
 
This workshop helped us get in touch with ourselves as hero in our own creative process .  We've done it for 
our characters now we did it for ourselves .  The power of storytelling can help writers transform their 
relationsh ip to one's writer self, as creative beings on a journey, on an adventure.  
 
In Saturday's workshop we used tools of awareness, such as symbols, tarot and sharing with our partners, 
to unlock the power of our Writer's Adventure.   Beth applied story telling tools like, GMC (Goal, 
Motivation, and Conflict grid, often used in character building) and the stage of the Hero's Journey, based 
on Joseph Campbell's The Hero With a Thousand Faces, and Christopher Vogler's  The Writer's Journey.  
Beth's work is also inspired by Clarissa Pinkola Estés', Women Who Run With The Wolves.  Lastly she 
mentioned a book that encourages and the  deepening of the creative process, What We Ache For by Oriah 
Mountain Dreamer. 
 
Many people walked away with a new found commitment to thei r writing, and man said they learned from 
each other things they would have never discovered on their own .  Patricia Simpson said, "Beth's many-
faceted  way of approaching creativity blocks and angst is a tremendous help when the traditional writing 
guides fail. ó  Julie Leyva said that she liked having to face the one big item she'd been struggling with .  "I 
came to the meeting skeptical," she said, "and came away pleased with my results."  
 
 
If you were unable to attend, and would like the handouts, email Beth at beth@bethbarany.com.  
 
 
 
An active member of SFA-RWA, Beth Barany is a Book Coach and Creativity Consultant for Writers. She coaches, 
consults and gives workshops and seminars to fiction writers, business leaders, and cultural creatives. She help her 
cli ents get motivated to action and gain clarity in the writing and publishing process, as well as the creative 
process in general. Beth currently has a young adult fantasy series in the submission process. For resources, writing 
tips, and  more, please visit her site at www.bethbarany.com. On her off -hours, Beth trains for sprint triathlons. 

Beth is married to singer/songwriter and high school physics teacher, Ezra Barany.  
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Amy Pierpont starts November 5 as Editorial Director/Forever and Senior Editor/Grand Central Publishing .  She was at Pocket 
Books for over a decade working on romances and women's novels by such authors as Fern Michaels, Linda Lael Miller, Kat 
Martin, and Susan Mallery, plus starting and overseeing Downtown Press. 
 
Kate Collins has joined Ballantine Books as a senior editor, reporting to editorial director Linda Marrow .  She was at Pocket,  
focusing on women's fiction, historical romance and romantic suspen se. 
 
Hilary Ross, previously an editor at NAL, announces the following: "I was an editor at the Penguin Group (Signet, NAL) for ov er 
twenty -five years and am now doing freelance work .  I have a lot of experience in the romance, suspense and general fiction  
area.  I was head of Signet Regencies from its inception, and for some years headed the historical romance section as well .  
I'm also the recipient of the 2005 Melinda Helfer Fairy Godmother Award, given by authors to a person who aids and furthers 
their careers.  What I am offering as a freelance editor is evaluation of manuscripts and textual editing if warranted .  Please 
check my website publishersmarketplace.com/members/Hross/ for how to reach me and for further information."  
 
Harlequin announced a number of editorial promotions: Brenda Chin is now senior editor for Harlequin Blaze; Kathleen 
Scheibling is senior editor for Harlequin American; Wanda Ottewell senior editor for Harlequin Superromance; Patience Smith 
is senior editor for Silhouette Romantic  Suspense; Mavis Allen is senior editor for Kimani Press's Kimani Romance. 
 
Harlequin has worked out an exclusive content deal with Audible to give its customers subscription -based access to its audio 
content .  The Harlequin AudibleListener Plan will allow  readers to receive two audio romance titles a month from the 
publisher's Blaze imprint for $9.95 .  The deal marks the first such branded audio subscription model that Audible has offered .  
Audible is also offering an incentive to customers who sign up for  a one-year subscription, giving them the option to purchase 
a Creative Zen V MP3 player at the reduced price of $29.99 .   
 
At Chronicle's children's division, Julie Romeis has been hired as editor, managing a list of titles including middle grade a nd 
young adult fiction .  She was an editor at Bloomsbury, and is relocating to San Francisco to start next month .  Peter Bohan will 
join the unit as children's marketing manager .  He was marketing and promotions manager at Workman.  
 
At Simon & Schuster Children's, Beth Braswell has been hired as marketing Manager for Simon Spotlight Entertainment, Pulse 
and Aladdin (she was at DK).  Lisa Rao has joined Simon Scribbles as associate editor after working for the imprint as a 
freelance editor.  
 
Guideposts has hired Jennifer Willingham has as VP of marketing for their retail book division .  She was at Thomas Nelson.  
Marty Flanagan has been promoted to VP of sales and group publisher for their children's product line and Beth Adams in the 
New York office has been promot ed to editor.  
 
Brandi Bowles has joined the Howard Morhaim Literary Agency as an agent, specializing in pop -culture, memoir, science, and 
prescriptive nonfiction, as well as genre fiction (sci -fi, mystery, and historical) with a literary bent .  She was previously an 
assistant editor at Three Rivers Press. 
 
At Bertelsmann Direct North America, Beth Goehring has been named editor -in-chief of the company's three lifestyle book 
clubs: The Good Cook, Crafter's Choice and Homestyle.  Christine Zika wil l take over from Goehring as the editor -in-chief of 
The Literary Guild .   
 
Books-A-Million announced expansion plans for 2008 into two additional states, with stores planned for Pennsylvania and 
Nebraska.  The company expects to open eight superstores in t he fiscal year, "relocate three to four existing stores," and close 
from four to six locations .  Looking further ahead, they say they want to open 15 to 20 new stores in fiscal 2009 .  WIth next 
year's new openings, the chain will have stores in 22 states.  
 
Hachette Book Group USA is developing an OpenBook program to provide browsable and searchable online access to their 
titles, accompanied by book widgets .  In keeping with model of other such publishers as Random House and HarperCollins, 
individuals will b e able to search books in their entirety, and view a percentage of the text .  They are working with 
LibreDigital as their technology partner, using their digital warehouse product .  The company's vp of digital media Maja  
Thomas says it's "one initiative i n our ongoing digital strategy, which includes planned upgrades to our Digital Asset 
Management system and the state-of-the-art redesign of the Hachette Book Group USA website."  
 
Barnes & Noble has partnered with mobile commerce service provider Digby to c reate a version of their online store that is 

optimized for use on Blackberries.  

Market News compiled by Shelley Bates 
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The ABC's of Solid Storytelling by Sandy Blair 

 
 

Remember those wooden ABC blocks children had before Legos became popular? The A block, for example, not only 
depicted the letter but had an apple, an aardvark, etc., on it.  All you needed was a little imag ination and you could 
make anything your heart desired from an alphabet tower to a zoo train.  Now apply the concept to storytelling.  
Here are some Romance blocks to play with.  
 
Audacity .  Either the hero or heroine should have a healthy dollop.  They'll not only need it to overcome the 
mounting obstacles you're putting before them, but it will also keep the reader turning pages in hopes of finding out 
what on earth this character is going to do next. Think adversarial attitudes while coping with allure, o f opposites 
attracting.  
Also think action and adventure (capture the reader's imagination.)  
 
Beauty , be it in your prose, characterizations or settings.  People are instinctively drawn to beauty.  Why else would 
we bother to visit Yosemite or read poetry a nd Vogue?  Be cognizant of beauty as you put your words down on paper.  
Are your visuals vivid? Your sentence structures compelling?  Do you simply write, "She narrowed her eyes" or do you 
go beyond the cliché to write something like, "Her eyes narrowed, t he fine laugh lines at the corners now only 
radiating suspicion."  Will your style make the reader come back for more time and again?  
 
Charisma.  Particularly in the hero.  The reader has to want this man as badly as your heroine does.  Think clever, 
cool and collected.  Charming when it suits him, caustic should he need be.  And always capable and compelling.  
Burn that hero's name and image into your reader's memory.  If I say Jamie Fraser, many of you immediately recall a 
brawny, auburn -headed Highlander from Gabaldon's OUTLANDER.  If I say Dallas, Houston, and Austin, many will call 
to mind images of Lorraine Heath's three seriously handsome and determined Texans.  You can create the same 
compelling images by generating charisma.  
 
Deep emotion .  Charcoal grey doesn't cut it when it comes to the "black" moment.   Don't hold back.  Don't settle for 
angry when you can make the hero or heroine furious.  Don't settle for saddened when despair will make your reader 
cry.   Desperate is good.  
 
Energy.  We live in  a fast-paced, sound bite world.  Few readers (or editors/agents) have patience for  redundancy in 
either introspection (repetitive angst) or dialogue (your re -telling of information that the reader already knows as 
characters interact.)  Keep the story mo ving. 
 
Facts.  Create interest by incorporating a little something that the reader may not know about a profession or time 
period.  But be frugal and only incorporate that which the hero or heroine needs to know to meet a goal.  
 
Geography is so much more than structure and landscape.  Breathe the course of life into your settings.  When the 
wind blows what do you smell?  Fresh cut hay and roasting venison or garlic -infused sauce simmering on some unseen 
stove high above the rank steam emanating from a sidew alk sewer vent?  What does a whipping wind carry?  Pollen 
and the bleating of newly -shorn sheep or pages from a forgotten newspaper and a dozen discarded fliers offering free 
HIV testing? 
 
Humanity .  We instinctively infuse foibles and compassion into our heroes and heroines but often forget to do the 
same for our villains.  Don't run the risk of taking some of the punch out of your story by creating a two dimensional 
adversary.  Typhoid Mary took great pride in her work as a cook for the wealthy, refused t o knuckle under when faced 
with adversity.  
 
Imperfection .  Be it a physical imperfection or a character flaw, it's often the very thing that draws a reader to a 
character because they recognize themselves.  
 
Jealousy .  A little competition is good for the s oul.  It forces the characters to re -evaluate their position and goals.  
 
Kissing is good but sex sells.  And memorable love scenes aren't crafted by focusing on what body part is rubbing 
against what other body part but by delving into what's going on with in your characters' heads at the time.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
The ABC's of Solid Storytelling, continued 

 

 
Love, so deep and abiding that one character will willingly die for the other.  
 

Mischief .  A little goes a long way but often makes the reader smile.  
 
Novel.  Think fresh even if your high concept is nostalgic.  Take it where no one has gone before.  
 

Opposites do attract.  But go beyond the "She's neat, and he's a slob.ó  Or "She needs her large supportive family, 
and he's a loner.ó  How about exploring conflicting outlooks on what constitutes a healthy lifestyle, faith, coping with 
loss, courage, money management, friendship, death, etc?  
 
Possession (Thought I was going to say passion, huh?) Your hero has to believe to his bones that if he plans to stay 
sane he has to have this heroine; body and soul.  Your heroine (wiser, knowing those steely pectorals may someday 

grow soft,) should have a driving need to possess even more.  This man's heart/unwavering devotion.  
 
Questioning  one's motives and goals is an integral part of character arc/growth  
 
Riches.  Unless you're writing another Grapes of Wrath, think about giving either the hero or heroine an abundance 
of something your readers might desire, be it talent, land, power, courage, a c lose family, or whatever.  Then 
balance that wealth by making the character deplete in something equally desirable.  
 
Stealth .  Take the reader by surprise in the last paragraph of every scene if possible, not just at the end of every 
chapter.  Hook 'em as much as possible. 
 
Timing  is not only a matter of story pacing but of you getting the right story on the right desk at the right time.  Be 
tenacious. 
 
Universal theme .  This is your story's heart, the keystone upon which every chapter stands and to which e very reader 
can relate.  Come up with it before you start and you won't find yourself written into a corner or wondering, "Where 
the h*ll the story is going?"  
Voice isn't static.  It matures with the writing and with time.  Forget about writing that "great  beginning" in the 
beginning.  Don't waste time rewriting that first page or first few chapters over and over.  What might satisfy you 
now won't necessarily satisfy you or be appropriate for the story by the time you reach the end.  Just write and the 
perf ect beginning will make itself known.  
 
Wrangling is a mistake .  If you find your characters taking you down paths that you never envisioned, don't fight 
them.  Give your characters the reins.  Trust your muse.  What's more important: that detailed outline you slaved 
over or your story ringing true?  
 
X, Y, and Zip code  on the envelope, (don't forget the SASE) and off it goes.   
 
Wishing you the best of luck with submissions.  
Sandy Blair 
 
 
 
Sandy Blair has won numerous awards, including the Golden Heart, for her paranormal romance novels set in 
historical Scotland.  Her 4th novel, A  Highlander For Christmas, was released October 2, 2007.  Sandy is the 
President of RWA's Dallas Chapter and resides in Plano, Texas with her tall Scot husband  and Bichon Coco. 
For more articles on writing or to contact Sandy please go to www.SandyBlair.net   
 
This article first appeared in the September 2007 issue of the Dallas  Area Romance Authors Newsletter, Angela 
Hicks, editor  
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Our kidsô favorite 
Christmas joke: 

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus? 
 
Claustrophobic! 
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PresidentñKarin Tabke  
   KLTabke@aol.com 
Vice President, ProgramsñBeth Barany  
   bethbarany@gmail.com 
Vice President, AdminñPoppy Reiffin  
   pr@reiffin.com  
SecretaryñJosie Brown  
   JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net 
TreasurerñLaConnie Taylor-Jones  
   laconnie@comcast.net 
MembershipñGinny Vermillion  
   dginny1942@cs.com 
ReservationsñGinny Vermillion  
  dginny1942@cs.com or  
  login to 
www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/reservations.asp  
Newsletter Editor ñTawny Weber  
   tawnymwr@aol.com 
WebsiteñJoAnn Smith Ainsworth  
   joann299@sbcglobal.net 

 

RRWWAA  NNaatt iioonnaall   
 

 
 
Executive ManagerñAllison Kelley 
(Tel) 281-440-6885 (Fax) 281-440-7510 
www.rwanational.org   
 
RWA Executive Officers 
Presidentñ Jill Limber  
SecretaryñKelley St. John 
TreasurerñStephanie Feagan 
 
Region #6 Directors 
Teresa Carpenter 
Diane Pershing 
 
PAN LiaisonñNicole Burnham 
PRO LiaisonñTrish Milburn 

 

 

SFA-RWA on the Web 
www.sfarwa.com 

 
To subscribe to the chapter announcement link or the chat link, go to the members section of 
www.sfarwa.com  and click on òAdd to SFA-RWA YahooGroups.ó Or, change your membership information at 
www.sfarwa.com/membersonl y. 
 

 

 

Chapter Book Signings 
 
 

Our PAN Liaison, Kalen Hughes, arranges new release signings each month at the Emeryville Borders.  The 
signing is held after the meeting (second Saturday of each month) from 1:30 -3:30.  Not only is this a great 
opportunity for our chapter members, but itõs also becoming a standard event that local readers can 
anticipate to meet and greet their favorite authors.   
 
If youõd like to make arrangements to sign your new release- send her your pen name, title, and ISBN at 

kalenhughes@yahoo.com 

http://www.rwanational.org/
http://www.sfarwa.com/
http://www.sfarwa.com/

