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Upcoming Meeting 

"What Women Want to Write: The State of Women's Fiction" 

 

 

Meeting Info  
 

Date:  
 

September 8, 2007 

  

Place:  
 

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery 

and Restaurant 901 Gilman 

St. Berkeley, CA 94710 510-

528-9880 Directions: Off I-80, 

take the Gilman Street exit.  

Drive east seven blocks.  

Alehouse is on left.  Meeting 

room is upstairs.  

 

Cost:  
 

Reserve by midnight  

September 5: $20 members  

$25 nonmembers  

After September 5: $25 

members $25 nonmembers  

Please bring exact change. 

Checks accepted.  

 

Agenda: 
 

8:30 Registration & 

continental breakfast  

9:30 Business Meeting  

10:00 Presentation  

11:30 Raffle & adjourn  

 
To reserve, visit www. 

sfarwa.com before midnight 

Wednesday, September 5, 

2007. Click on “Meetings.” 

Or email Ginny Vermillion at 

dginny1942@cs.com. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Cathy Yardley  
Saturday, September 8, 2007 

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant · 901 Gilman St.,  Berkeley  94710 
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More women read fiction than men.  And more women are 
writing fiction, too--in such male-dominated genres as 
suspense, mystery, science fiction, and thrillers, both with and 
without a romantic twist.  Do you have the right stuff to stay 
in the game--or, for that matter, break into a new market? 
 
In the past four years author Cathy Yardley has written five 
well-received books for a myriad of publishers, including 
Harlequin, Red Dress Ink, and New American Library.  She is 
always engrossing, and certainly inspiring.  This discussion will 
include: 
 

 
- A Romance Market Reality Check: What romance lines and sub-genres are HOT, and which 
are NOT; 
 
- Genre-Bending: An overview of other genres where women writers are breaking new ground--
and why; and 
 
- Taking Care of Business: Tips for maneuvering through this Brave New World of Women's 
Fiction writing. 

 

2 ~ A Note from the Prez, Renewals, Submission Info                            
3 ~ Chapter Bookshelf  
4 ~ Calendar, Roses & Ribbons  
5 ~ Market News                   
6 ~ August Meeting Recap  
7 ~ August Recap,  cont.... 
8 ~ Board Meeting Recap  
9 ~ Contact Information    

In This Issue.... 
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Where has the year gone?  Autumn approaches.  
My favorite time of year.  Cooler weather, the 
changing colors, the crisp air.  And football!  Itõs 
also a time for renewal, in that we have 
elections coming up in November.  There are 
board positions open and we need your help.   
 
Volunteering is not difficult.  It is a way to give 
back and in so doing receive greater gifts.  It is 
also a means to learn, a means to get to know 
people who you may not otherwise get to know.  
It requires a commitment of time, but as I said  

previously, the rewards of that time volunteered are far greater than 
the sacrifice.   
 
Since my tenure as chapter president this last year, I have been 
quietly amazed at the knowledge, experience and good will of not 
only the current board members but of the members in general.  I 
think as a group we are pretty damn good.  We can be better. 
 
While we all come to meetings to glean information and pure 
personal satisfaction, by our presence alone we are giving back, and 
so doing a greater good for the whole.  Remember our strength is in 
our membership.  So, please, step up and enjoy the fun!   
 
We are currently working on a stellar line-up of guests for next year.  
And speaking of guests, was that crime panel last month fantastic?  
Kudos to Beth.  This month, former chapter president Cathy Yardley 
will be joining us as our guest speaker.  You donõt want to miss her.  
She is funny, smart and has a solid finger on the pulse of our industry.  
Youõll want to hear all about it. 
 
So in closing, Iõd really like for our members to think about 
volunteering.  Because while we all want something from the 
chapter, as members it our responsibility to give back and understand 
that is where our strength lies. 
 
Write on and see you all Saturday! 
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A Note from the Prez... 
 

 

 

Due to Renew: September* 
 
Renewals: 
 
Allison Brennan 
Pam Fryer 
Pam Gibson 
Naomi Ruth Pikus 
Tiffany Smith 
LaConnie Taylor-Jones 
 
New Member: Renee Bernard 
 
 
*Please ignore this notice if 
youõve already paid your 
dues.  
-Newsletter Editor 
 
 

 

Membership & Pub News 
Annual dues are $30. New 
member dues are $30 plus a 
onetime installation fee of $2, 
for a total of $32. Members may 
renew at the meeting or send 
renewal checks, payable to SFA-
RWA, to Ginny Vermillion, SFA-
RWA Membership, 5609 Schooner 
Loop, Byron CA 94514. Please 
report all address, phone and 
email corrections to Ginny. Also 
send her any changes in 
publishing status (first sales, new 
publishing house).  
E-mail changes to 
dginny1942@cs.com. 
 
 

 

From the Editor 
Deadline for the October 
newsletter: September17.  
Please send your articles, good 
news, sales, cover images, and 
calendar items to Tawny Weber: 
tawnymwr@aol.com. Articles 
may be reprinted by RWA 
members if you notify the 
newsletter editor and credit the 
author and SFA-RWAõs Heart of 
the Bay. Romance Writers of 
America and RWA are registered 
service marks of Romance 

Writers of America.  

mailto:dginny1942@cs.com


 

 

                  Chapter  Bookshelf      

 

 

3         San Francisco Area Romance Writers of America    •    www.sfarwa.com    •    September  2007    •    Heart of the Bay Newsletter 

 
 

DARK RIDER 
by 
 

Kathrynn Dennis 
 

Kensington 
ISBN: 1420100475 

 

A DARK LORD . . . 

Few secrets are harder to keep than 
witchcraftñbut is the ancient 
knowledge the source of Lady 
Eldswytheõs mysterious gift for 
healing horses? She is summoned to 
tend the prize steeds of the dark and 
solitary Sir Robert Breton, a rival of 
her familyõs house. The last thing 
Eldswythe wants is to be near a man 
her heart distrusts--and desires. His 
smoldering eyes could make her 
forget she is betrothed. And, oh! How 
he rides a horseé  

A LADY FAIR . . .  

Gallantly defending her through a 
violent siege and a harrowing escape, 
Robert comes to believe in her 
strange powers, for he knows only too 
well that he has fallen under her 
spell. The spirited and sensual 
Eldswythe has bewitched his stony 
heart with wondrous ease . . . . 

 
 

 
 

THE NAKED TRUTH 
by 
 

Shannon Hollis 

 
Book Three in the "Million Dollar 

Secrets" miniseries  
 

Harlequin Blaze  
ISBN 0-373-79354-5 

 
Five work colleagues hit the jackpot--
literally. Winning $38 million in the 
state lottery seems like the dream of 
a lifetime, but every coin has two 
sides. Poised to collect their equal 
shares, no one in the group 
anticipates the effect of the instant 
publicity when it exposes a secret 
each of them is hiding...  
 
TV host Eve Best is sitting pretty--a 
great talk show, amazing coworkers, 
and soon she'll be waist-deep in lotto 
cash. But when Mitch Hayes, a 
national network scout, comes 
strolling into her office, Eve forgets it 
all in a sizzling urge to have her way 
with him. Repeatedly. And it's so not 
professional to drool...  Mitch needs 
to sign Eve's show for his network, or 
else. Fortunately, his boss did say 
something about "romancing" Eve--and 
after a split-second glance at the 
curvalicious woman, Mitch figures he 
might just have the best job ever. But 
can you get naughty with someone ... 
without the naked truth getting in 

your way? 

 
 

HIGHLANDER UNMASKED 
by 
 

Monica McCarty 
 

Ballantine Books 
ISBN 978-0345494368 

 
 
 
Alex MacLeodõs virile physique, 
fearsome reputation, and renowned 
fighting skills have helped him 
master the role of a hardened 
mercenary to perfection.  On a 
secret mission to protect his clan 
from the kingõs injustice, he must 
keep his true purpose well hidden.  
But his dangerous endeavor is 
threatened by the beautiful woman 
he saved from outlaws one dark, 
deserted night, never dreaming she 
would appear at court and become 
his undoing.  
 
Meg Mackinnon needs a strong 
husband by her side to defend her 
clanõs holdings, but her search has 
been hampered by burning fantasies 
of the midnight rescuer whose 
smoldering blue eyes and raw 
sensuality left her breathless. Alex 
pretends to be a mercenary with no 
loyalties, and yet he is clearly much 
more. But as Meg challenges him to 
reveal all his secrets, the stakes 
grow perilously high, especially for 
the bold woman who dares to 
unmask a highlander. 
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San Francisco Area Chapter News 
 

 

       Roses & Ribbons                                   
  
 

Jennifer Skully sold an anthology to Berkley! 
 
Alice Gaines sold a third story in her Motorcycle Shapeshifter series!  
 
Monica McCarty hit the USA Today best seller list with her debut release, 
HIGHLANDER UNTAMED.   
 
Jami Aldenõs Delicious sold to Japan, and her November release, PRIVATE 
PARTY, will be featured in Cosmopolitan Magazine.   
 
Candice Hern and Barbara Freethy both won National Readers Choice 
awards!   
 
Candice Hern also won a Booksellers Best award.   
 
Brenda Novakõs DEAD RIGHT hit #7 on the Borders/Waldenbooks 
Bestseller list.  Also, DEAD SILENCE, the first book in the trilogy, won Top 
Pick by Levy Books in the Book Buyer's Best Awards. 
 
Kathrynn Dennisõ debut, DARK RIDER, will be released the first week in 
September.  Her first reviews are in:  4 Stars from Romantic Times 
Magazine and 5 BLUE RIBBONS from ROMANCE JUNKIES. 
 
Susan Crosby won the Booksellers Best Award for Best Short 
Contemporary Romance for her 2006 book, THE FORBIDDEN TWIN.  The 
award was presented by the Detroit Romance Writers at RWA National in 
July. 
 
Linda Santo has a short article coming out in the Fall 2007 ROMANCE 
SELLS quarterly published by RWA.  "It's 5 o'clock, do you know where 
your romances are?"  is geared towards librarians promoting their mass 
market paperback Romance collections. 
 
Beth Barany will be presenting her workshop, "The Call to Action: A 
Writer's Adventure, at an online conference October 8-14, 2007.  For 
more information on how to participate in the FREE online writers 
conference, visit The Muse Online Writers Conference. 

Whodunit?  You be the detective!  Brenda Novak and Karen Rose are 
teaming up for an online game in which readers get to solve the crime.  
Figure out who killed socialite Abigail Dafonte and you could see your 
name in a Brenda Novak or Karen Rose book--or win other prizes!  Check 
it out at www.brendanovak.com   

 

   Calendar 

 

Sept 1 The Black Diamonds 

chapter presents the 

One-Page Read, 

(bring the first page 

of your manuscript 

for a group critique), 

from 10 a.m. to noon 

at 

Schooners Restaurant, 

4250 Lone Tree Way, 

Antioch.  

 

Sept 8 Lori Borrill 

(Underneath It All) 

and Shannon Hollis 

(The Naked Truth) 

will sign Books #2 

and #3 in the Million 

Dollar Secrets 

miniseries from Blaze 

at the Emeryville 

Borders, 1:30-3:30 

p.m.  

 

Sept 22 The Sacramento 

Valley Rose chapter 

presents Lucienne 

Diver of the Spectrum 

Literary Agency, at 

the University Park 

Clubhouse. Find 

details at 

www.sacramentovalle

yrose.com. 

 

Sept 25 The Silicon Valley 

chapter presents a 

recap from the 

national conference, 

and Gotcha! contest 

training. See 

www.svrwa.com for 

details. 

 

Sept 27 Readers’ Group 

meeting at Borders, 

Old Town Los Gatos, 

6:30 p.m., hosted by 

Romance Expert 

Ellen Higuchi.  

 

http://www.freewebs.com/themuseonlinewritersconference/2007workshops.htm
http://www.brendanovak.com/


 

 

 

Following the success of HarperCollinsõ fan-oriented contest for adults, Avon Fan Lit, the company announced further plans 
to reach out to teen readers with the help of MySpace (both companies are owned by NewsCorp.) And CNET reports that 
Diane Naughton, vice president of marketing at HarperCollins Childrenõs Books, went into more detail at Mashup, the 
annual conference on teens and tech in San Francisco. In the fall, the social network plans to build and launch a new 
òcreate and shareó writing tool in partnership with HarperCollins, Naughton said in an interview at Mashup. Teens and 
college kids on the site can write prose and then share it with friends on MySpace. People can then vote on the best 
writing. òOffline and online have very much (merged) the last couple of years in terms of marketing,ó she said. 
 
From Publisherõs Lunch: 
Julie Strauss-Gabel has been promoted to associate editorial director at Dutton Childrenõs Books; she was previously senior 
editor. 
 
April Hattori has been named VP of communications for Hachette Book Group USA, starting September 10 and reporting to 
David Young. He says she òwill oversee external and internal communications and HBG branding efforts, working with all 
divisions on enhancing HBGõs profile and reputation with key stakeholders, including the media.ó She was previously VP of 
communications for Disney Publishing Worldwide. 
 
At the Prospect Agency, Rachel Orr has joined the team along with Emily Sylvan Kim as an agent. She has been at Harpers 
Childrenõs for the past nine years, most recently as an editor. Also, Becca Stumpf has been promoted to junior agent. 
 
At Delacorte Childrenõs, Stephanie Lane has been promoted to senior editor. 
 
The Books & Such Literary Agency, focused on the Christian market, has hired Kathleen YõBarbo as in-house publicist to 
help òget the word out to potential buyersó about clientsõ books. 
 
In the UK, the Telegraph advises that òin publishing...books about the Second World War, fiction and non-fiction, look set 
to be one of the hottest phenomena of the next decade,ó with a òbreadth and intensity of public interest.ó Carlton Books 
has prospered with repackaged Commando comics; Headline is òrepublishing vintage true-life Second World War 
adventures, including Odette, Boldness Be My Friend, and John Kenneally VCõs The Honour and the Shame; Bantam Press 
has paid a six-figure sum for a series of Sharpe-style adventures about a Second World War infantryman by James Holland; 
and Bloomsbury will shortly launch my fictional series in a similar vein about a Flashmanesque hero named Dick Coward.ó 
 
Carolyn Reidy announced internally a realignment of Simon & Schusterõs Howard Books unit, acquired in early 2006. 
Howard now becomes an imprint within Touchstone Fireside, still operating from their offices in Louisiana, and EVP and 
publisher John Howard reports to Touchstone Fireside publisher Mark Gompertz. Touchstoneõs own Faith line debuts this 
fall as well, and Reidy notes in her letter that òwe are seeing a wide growth in Christian publishing and market share 
across the adult division.ó She says one of òtop priorities will be to grow the presence of Howardõs core Christian 
publishing program in the mainstream retail marketplace.ó 
 
An AP-Ipsos poll about reading habits has spawned an assortment of news stories. In one angle, among those who read 
books last year, seven was the average number of books read. But 25 percent of adults surveyed said they didnõt read any 
books last year. The Guardian notes, òof those who did read, women and retirees were the most avid readers, and 
religious works and popular fiction were the top choices. The median figure for books read - with half reading more, half 
fewer - was nine books for women and five for men.... People from the West and Midwest are more likely to have read at 
least one book in the past year. Southerners who do read, however, tend to read more books - mostly religious books and 
romance novels - than people from other regions.ó One in five people read romance novels, and women read more of 
every category of book than men except for history and biography. 
 
From Shelf Awareness: 
In a pilot program, HarperCollins is making samples from 14 current books available on the Apple iPhone. They will be 
accessible via HarperCollinsõs Browse Inside application online. iPhone users will be able to view the first 10 pages of 
chapters one and two of the books. They can then click to buy or order the book from a list of retailers. 
 
Sourcebooks Casablanca, Sourcebooksõ romance imprint that has focused on nonfiction since its founding in 1997 and has 
published several Jane Austen sequels, is expanding to publish titles in òall the subgenres of romance: paranormal, time 
travel, contemporary, romantic suspense, historical, erotic romance and Regency.ó Fall titles include Hundreds of Years to 
Reform a Rake, a òsexy time traveló; No Regrets, a Regency; and Cotillion by Georgette Heyer. Spring titles include 
SEALed with a Kiss, òa contemporary with a Navy SEAL hero.ó 
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Market News complied by Shelley Bates 



 

 

 

  

 
 
Our August meeting covered a day in the life of four professionals in law enforcement and crime solving.  Richard Vetterli is the 
Coroner of San Mateo County.  Inspector Holly Pera works on the Homicide Detail of the San Francisco Police Department.  Alison 
Galloway, Ph.D., D-ABFA is a Professor of Anthropology at the University of California, Santa Cruz and a forensic anthropologist.  
Melissa Krum, J.D., is a Deputy District Attorney in Alameda County. 
 
Richard said that the television program CSI is fun but not accurate.  There is no such thing as òDNA while you wait,ó nor one-hour 
autopsies.  Medical examiners and coroners do go to the crime scene but donõt arrest people.  They work with police and DAs as an 
objective source for the time and manner of death.  They have forensic pathologists working in their office 
 
Coroners/MEs examine sudden and unexpected deaths.  This includes anyone who doesnõt die of natural causes in a hospital.  Any 
body found in the home or on the street will generate a call to the coroner. 
 
If the death appears to be a simple matter, the coroner can call the primary care physician and allow him or her to deal with the 
death certificate.  If the death is suspicious in any way, the coroner will cover it.  Types of unnatural deaths include homicide, 
suicide, accident, and undetermined. 
 
The first responsibility of a coroner is to preserve the integrity of the scene.  He/she will start by assuming that the death is a 
homicide and work backwards.  Once he/she has ruled out homicide, the next strategy is to look around for trauma. 
 
Richard told us of a recent case.  The man had died at home alone.  After he didnõt answer calls, his son went to the house to find 
the back door blocked.  When he went in the front, he found blood everywhere and the body in back in the kitchen.  The police 
were sure the death was a homicide. 
 
However, the house was completely secure.  The manõs wallet and cash were there.  There was no evidence of trauma.  Richard 
noticed that the blood in the house was very thin and the man had a blood clot in his nose.  Furthermore, the man was taking 
warfarin, (or coumadin), a blood thinner.  Richard concluded that he had had a bloody nose that led to a myocardial infarction. 
 
A death in the hospital may qualify as unnatural.  The coroner will look back through time to find the ultimate causes of the 
death.  If an accident years before led to a series of events that caused the death, it will be listed in the cause of death.  The 
same is true of past military service. 
 
Richard said that itõs often the coronerõs job to notify the next of kin.  That may require spending hours in the home and bringing 
in resources, such as clergy and friends. 
 
During the question period, Richard mentioned that an autopsy takes 45 minutes to two hours.  Gunshot cases can take two days.  
Thatõs for the gross analysis.  Dissection is done later.  They avoid having family identify the body.  If that is done, they try to use 
photographs rather than bringing the witness in 
 
Holly has worked in homicide for nine years.  They appreciate the work of people like Richard.  If he gets to the scene first, he 
may stop the police officers before they call homicide unnecessarily. 
 
The Homicide Detail works on homicides, cold case homicides, suspicious deaths, and officer-involved incidents in which an officer 
shoots and hits a person.  They maintain integrity of their cases.  The SFPD is currently developing a unit for cold cases. 
 
Families of victims expect that youõll get quick results from labs.  Toxicology takes six weeks.  The crime lab is understaffed, and 
it can take sex months to a year to get DNA.  The politics for getting limited funding can be are frustrating. 
 
By time the DNA results come in, the inspectors have done a lot of work already.  Each team of two carries a caseload of up to 100 
open cases.  In some instances, the officers may feel that theyõve identified the murderer, but the case canõt be òsolvedó and 
prosecuted because of a lack of witnesses and/or absolute evidence.  It may take six months to go to the first hearing and two to 
three years to go to a jury trial.  Homicide inspectors find dealing with the families gratifying.  They donõt get burned out or 
hardened. 
 
During the question session, Holly mentioned that it takes 13 ð 14 years to get into the Homicide Detail.  Homicide inspectors are 
usually in their 40s and 50s. Some things make for a good cold case.  A DNA hit is helpful.  So would a case where there was a 
suspect and now the police have more evidence.  Over time, they may have gotten more calls with information about a case.  
Also, a victimõs family might have been afraid to talk earlier but is willing now.  Sometimes, old evidence is available for DNA 
testing now. 
 
Alison is a professor and administrator at UC, Santa Cruz.  Itõs quite common for forensic anthropologists to be in academia.  They 
maintain a schedule of classes and publications besides their forensic work.  Itõs often difficult to balance all those roles and 
include a family life. 
 
     
 

August Meeting Recap by  Alice.Brilmayer 
 

Heart of the Bay Newsletter    •    September 2007    •    San Francisco Area Romance Writers of America    •    www.sfarwa.com             6 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 AUGUST RECAP, cont... 
 
Alison usually acts as a consultant to ME/coroner.  They donõt talk to killers or do crime investigations.  Her work is not like what 
you see on the television show Bones. 
 
By the time Alison gets a body, itõs not fresh but may be beyond recognition.  It might be newly dead but burned, mutilated, or 
dismembered.  Usually bodies are decomposed, bloated, and maggoty.  She sometimes gets skeletons and even cremated remains. 
 
Alisonõs investigations are often archaeological in nature.  She excavates and recovers the body.  Sheõs good at recognizing whatõs 
bones and what isnõt.  Sheõs also run a body farm.  They take donated bodies and observe the decay process under different 
conditions. 
 
She may not see the crime scene at all but get body parts via Fedex.  At that point, sheõll remove flesh and clean up the body.  Itõs 
messy and smelly work, and a lot of researchers drop out at that point.  She only looks at the bones. 
 
Finally, she issues a report including a biological profile including sex, age, ancestry, marks, and DNA if in the database.  On 
missing persons cases, they get DNA from family members to make a match.  They look at the shape of the pelvis, shape of the 
head, and changes in joints.  They even look at cross-sections of the teeth, which age the person much as rings age a tree.  
 
Second, the report includes the trauma the body has undergone and whether it occurred before or after the death.  The 
perimortem stage includes two weeks before the death.  Itõs not possible to tell with incidents closer to the death if the trauma 
occurred premortem or postmortem. 
 
Third, the report estimates how long the person has been dead.  Also, was it moved and what animals got at the body?  Pigs do 
major damage. 
 
The report goes to the Coronerõs office, then to the District Attorney and then to the defense attorney.  When Alison testifies in 
court, she doesnõt know who the killer is or who the victim is.  Sheõs concerned only with the body and must remain impartial. 
 
Alison likes solving the puzzles in her work and the service sheõs able to provide.  She helps families and, in some sense, the 
victim.  The work changes oneõs idea of death -- how easily you can die and how hard people cling to life. 
 
Melissa made it unanimous in disliking a television program ð specifically the show The Practice.  The District Attorney comes in 
really late in the process.  She likes being removed from autopsies and other difficult aspects of law enforcement.  DAs represent 
people of the state and the county they serve.  They have retired police officers who work for them.  Those officers do follow-up 
investigation. 
 
Police give the DAs evidence, and they decide whether to prosecute and what charge to make.  The trial attorney comes later.  
They donõt plea bargain murder often, but they do in other kinds of cases.  Alameda County gets tens of thousands of felonies per 
year.  Theyõll bargain the case if itõs hard to prove.  If bargaining fails, Melissa assesses the case.  Sheõs an advocate for the state, 
not the victim. 
 
When they go to trial, theyõll need to look for witnesses.  Witnesses can be hard to find, and oddly enough, the best witnesses are 
in prison.  Theyõll organize experts and eye witnesses. 
 
DAs and Public Defenders are different kinds of people.  Donõt have them date in your books, because it just doesnõt happen.  In 
the very rare case where a DA and a PD form a relationship, one will usually quit their job.  DAs date police offers, each other, or 
the smart ones date outside the field entirely.  PDs tend to marry each other.  All trial lawyers have strong personalities and like 
to have a captive audience.  DAs dress better than PDs.  PDs tend to be more liberal politically.  They all have good working 
relationships, but they donõt date. 
 
District Attorneys go into the job for altruistic reasons and consider themselves different from other lawyers. Theyõre the good guy 
in the white hat.  Melissa loves being involved in the dark side of life and knowing more than reporters and the newspaper.  
However, sheõs removed from the ugliest aspects of the crime by time 
 
Winning a case is an incredible high.  Losing is a low.   Losing a rape case is really traumatic.  The job has constant highs and lows. 
 
The television show Law and Order is decent, but it portrays an unrealistic time line.  DAs donõt talk to defendants but negotiate 
with defense attorneys. 
 
Every day on the job is different.  Itõs a real roller coaster of long days followed by short ones.  When you write a DA into a story, 
you have to be familiar with the jurisdiction he/she works in. 
 

 

7         San Francisco Area Romance Writers of America    •    www.sfarwa.com    •    September  2007    •    Heart of the Bay Newsletter 



 

 

 

Creating Character Emotions with Margie Lawson  
 A Day-long Writer's Master Class  

Saturday, November 10, 2007  

Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant · 901 Gilman St. ,  Berkeley  94710 

Empowering Characters' Emotions  

Want to add a psychological punch to your writing and editing? Want to learn how to capture the full 

range of body language on the page? Want to turn your work into a page-turner by powering up emotion 

and hooking the reader viscerally?  Then join us for a full day Writerõs Master Class from Margie Lawson. 

Margie Lawson holds a Master of Science degree in Counseling Psychology with a two-year concentration 

beyond her master's degree, specializing in psychiatric counseling and nonverbal communication.  Margie 

merges her two worlds, psychology and writing, by analyzing writing craft as well as the psyche of the 

writer.  She developed new psychologically-anchored editing systems and techniques which hook the 

reader viscerally.  Margie presents high-energy workshops to writing organizations in Canada and the US.  

Look Forward To Learning 

1. The EDITS System  

2. Basic, complex, empowered, and super empowered passages  

3. Backstory management  

4. Kinesics, Haptics, Proxemics, Facial expressions, Paralanguage  

5. Proprioceptive stimuli, Involuntary physical responses  

6. Ideomotoric shifts  

7. Mirroring, Communication Accommodation  

8. Levels of intimacy, Love signals  

9. Nonverbal gender differences  

10. Emotional authenticity  

11. Backloading  

12. In-trancing the Reader  

13. Writing fresh . . .  

14. Projecting Emotion for a Non-POV character  

15. Carrying a Nonverbal Image Forward  

16. Objective Constructs  

17. Empowering Characters' Emotions Check  

Important: Reservations only.  (Reserve early ðit will sell out fast!)   
Sign up and pay by: October 26th 

Space is limited to 55 people. 

Pay by check to SFA-RWA Reservations, 5609 Schooner Loop, Discovery Bay, CA 94514 or pay by Paypal 

(link to be posted on SFA-RWA website soon.) 

Meeting Schedule  

Registration Begins: 8:30:00 AM  

Business Meeting Begins: 9:30:00 AM  

Feature Begins: 10:00:00 AM  

Adjournment: 4:30:00 PM  

 

Meeting Fees  

Fee at door for members: $60.00  

Fee for members reserving before Midnight - Friday, October 26, 2007: $60.00  

Fee for guests: $75.00 
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HEART TO HEART  

CONTEST Results 

 

Romantic Suspense (Final Round Judge - Allison Brandau, Berkley) 
First Place ~~ Jayhawk Down by Sharon Calvin  
Second Place (tie) ~~ Princess In Steel-Toed Shoes by Terry Van Meter  
Second Place (tie) ~~ Passion's Revenge by Tammy Falkner  
Third Place ~~ Crash and Burn by Debbie Behrens 
 
 

Paranormal (Final Round Judge - Hilary Sares, Kensington) 
First Place ~~ The Goblin by Ann Marsh-Flores  
Second Place ~~ Angels At Almack by Cathy Leming  
Third Place ~~ Magic Man by Jacqui Jacoby 
 
 

Single Title (Final Round Judge - Megan McKeever, Pocket) 
First Place ~~ Venus In Blue Jeans by Margaret Batschelet 
Second Place ~~ Montana Native by Sharon Calvin  
Third Place ~~ Jumpin J Ranch by Debbie Behrens 

 

Contemporary (Final Round Judges - Laura Barth, Harlequin & Literary 
Agent, Sha-Shana Crichton, Crichton & Associates Literary Agency) 
First Place ~~ To Catch A Falling Star by Christine Keach  
Second Place ~~ Her Dark Guardian by Melissa Haack  
Third Place ~~ Virgin Harvest by Anitra McLeod 

 

Historical (Final Round Judge - Cindy Hwang, Berkley) 
First Place ~~ The Earl's Christmas Gift by Donna Rosenbloom  
Second Place ~~Wary Is The Heart by Beth Trissel  
Third Place (tie) ~~ A Secret Heart by Deb Yates  
Third Place (tie) ~~ Highland Dragon** by Kimberly Price 
Third Place (tie) ~~ An Angel of His Own** by Kimberly Price  
 
** = sold after contest entry submitted 

A Special Thanks to all the judges who volunteered their time and expertise,  

and to our fabulous coordinator, LaConnie Taylor-Jones! 
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August Board Meeting  
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:30pm.  All board members were accounted for. 
 
Re: Raffles:  By unanimous vote, it was decided that mentor and agent (Kim Whalen) raffle participation will be for chapter 
members only.  
 
Re: Chapter Book:  
A final deadline for chapter book articles will be August 15. The goal is a minimum of 50 articles.  The budget for this project 
was discussed.  To raise money to offset these costs, full page camera-ready ads, or author/agency/publisher profiles (via a 
pre-formated template), will need to be sold.  
 
 
Re: E-Commerce for the SFA/RWA Website:  
It was decided that PayPal would be implemented ASAP on the RWA/SFA website, in time for prepays for both the Oct 
meeting, and the Nov all-day workshop.  
 
RE: November Full-Day Workshop:   
The workshop will include standard breakfast, a lunch of chicken pasta/pasta primavera, rolls, salad and cookies/coffee.  This 
event will be priced at $60 for members and $75 for non-members.  In fact, attendance reservations for the November 
workshop will only be made via pre-payment.  Deadline for members is Thurs 11/1.  Budget for the November Workshop was 
approved. 
  
Upcoming meeting speakers are: 
September 2007: Cathy Yardley, on the state of women's fiction.  October: 2007: Beth Barany, about the Writing Process. 
Beth suggested Greg Norte, on a Leadership Seminar Speaker: taking Charge of your writing career,: the traits of a leader, for 
Spring 2008.  Josie will confirm John Lescroart for Jan, and ask him if he wants any of his on-call experts on hand.  She will 
also call MJ Rose to see if she will want to do a talk on author promotion.  Both authors will be welcomed to sell their books at 
the event.  Lining up a Berkeley editor will be a priority for the event chair. 
 
Re: Heart 2 Heart Contest Recap:  
LaConnie gave a contest report, including the money raised and issues encountered.  She will be recapping the chairing 
process via a written guide for the next Chair.  Immediately, the board will actively recruit a Contest Chair, as well as line 
coordinators for each of the judging areas:  Historical, Paranormal, RomSusp, and Single Title. Those willing to be the Judge 
chair, or a category chair, should email LaConnie Taylor-Jones at laconnie@comcast.net for information.  
 
Re: Member Committee Volunteering: 
So that the issue of chronic leadership burn-out is addressed, the board will also do more to encourage more members to 
participate and volunteer.  The board wishes to honor members who have given their time and effort to chapter endeavors 
with RWA service pins.  Poppy offered to look into the cost of the RWA official pins.  For example, one benefit for those who 
volunteer to be Heart 2 Heart Contest Coordinators is that they get direct contact with agents and editors who are final 
judges.  Volunteers for this committee, as well as others, include the opportunity to have dinner with the out-of-town 
speaker, usually an agent or editor. 
 
Upcoming Open Board Positions: 
In November, all board positions will again be up.  While Karin, LaConnie and Josie are running for their current positions, we 
will be actively seeking members to run for these three board member positions: 
VP - Administration (Currently held by Poppy) 
VP - Programs (Currently held by Beth) 
Reservations - (Currently held by Ginny) 
As an enticement for serving on the board,  the board voted to reinstate the board member discount of $5. 
 
Other benefits for sitting on the board include: developing leadership skills; networking with chapter members; liaisioning 
with RWA; opportunity to have dinner with visiting agents and editor who are speakers. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:11pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Josie Brown 
Secretary 
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Our kidsô favorite 
Christmas joke:  

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus?  
 
Claustrophobic!  
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PresidentñKarin Tabke  
   KLTabke@aol.com 
Vice President, ProgramsñBeth Barany  
   bethbarany@gmail.com 
Vice President, AdminñPoppy Reiffin  
   pr@reiffin.com 
SecretaryñJosie Brown  
   JosieBrownAuthor@comcast.net 
TreasurerñLaConnie Taylor-Jones  
   laconnie@comcast.net 
MembershipñGinny Vermillion  
   dginny1942@cs.com 
ReservationsñGinny Vermillion  
  dginny1942@cs.com or  
  login to 
www.sfarwa.com/membersonly/reservations.asp 
Newsletter EditorñTawny Weber  
   tawnymwr@aol.com 
WebsiteñJoAnn Smith Ainsworth  
   joann299@sbcglobal.net 
 

   

RRWWAA  NNaattiioonnaall  

 
 
Executive ManagerñAllison Kelley 
(Tel) 281-440-6885 (Fax) 281-440-7510 
www.rwanational.org  
 
RWA Executive Officers 
Presidentñ Jill Limber 
SecretaryñKelley St. John 
TreasurerñStephanie Feagan 
 
Region #6 Directors 
Teresa Carpenter 
Diane Pershing 
 
PAN LiaisonñNicole Burnham 
PRO LiaisonñTrish Milburn 

 

SFA-RWA on the Web 
www.sfarwa.com 
To subscribe to the chapter announcement link or the chat link, go to the members section of www.sfarwa.com and click on “Add to SFA-

RWA YahooGroups.” Or, change your membership information at www.sfarwa.com/membersonly. 
 

 

La Jolla Writers Conference 

Where will Linda Lael Miller, Nancy Bush, Lisa Jackson, and Patti Callahan Henry be November 2-4, 
2007?  At the seventh annual La Jolla Writers Conference in San Diego, California! 

Our goal for the LJWC had been to be mentioned by Writerõs Digest or Publisherõs Weekly by our fifth 
year.  After only our second year, Writerõs Digest named the LJWC òone of the 84 conferences in the 
country worth your moneyéó  With over 1500 writers conferences in the country each year, we were 
quite honored. 

Welcoming writers of all levels of experience, this three-day event, now in its seventh year, always 
boasts exciting, interactive workshops, lectures, and presentations by an outstanding and amazingly 
accessible faculty consisting of  bestselling authors, agents, editors, publishers, publicists, and others, 
all of whom value meeting and working with a diverse group of creative people passionate about 
writing. Attendees have been published by Harper Collins, Random House, St. Martinõs, and others, and 
their books have been blurbed by keynoting faculty members Tess Gerritsen, Phil Margolin, John 
Lescroart, T. Jefferson Parker, Joe Wambaugh and Dorothea Benton Frank. 

Limited to 200 attendees, the LJWC is now a community of writers, some of whom have found mentors 
among our faculty.  This year the conference will be held at the beautiful Paradise Point Resort and 
Spa.  Check out www.lajollawritersconference.com and please contact me at 858-467-1978 or by email 
with any questions you might have.  And please do pass the word along about the conference to your 
members. 

 

http://www.rwanational.org/
http://www.sfarwa.com/
http://www.lajollawritersconference.com/

