Meeting Info

Place:

Pyramid Alehouse,
Brewery and Restaurant
901 Gilman St. Berkeley,
CA 94710 510-528-9880
Directions : Off 1-80, take
the Gilman Street exit.
Drive east seven

blocks. Alehouse is on
left. Parking is free.
Meeting room is up-
stairs.

Cost:

Members:
Reserve by midnight
February 6th: $25
Walk-ins: $30

All nonmembers: $30

Agenda:

8:30 Registration & con-
tinental breakfast

9:30 Business Meeting
10:00 Presentation
12:00 Raffle & adjourn

After the meeting,
many members gather
for lunch in the restau-
rant. Guests will always
find a warm welcome.

To reserve, visit www.
sfarwa.com . Click on
OMeetings. o

Email Chandra Wallace
with any questions.
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The Power of Public Relations

A Chat with Romance Author Publicist Patricia Rouse

Saturday, September 13, 2008
Pyramid Alehouse, Brewery and Restaurant
901 Gilman Street, Berkeley

In the late 80s, Patricia
Rouse discov
Bible of romance re-

v i e wRdmantic
Times Magazine 6 and
felt compelled to

meet her favorite au-
thors at their conven-

tion in San Antonio in
1990.

From 1994 until 2002,

Pat wrote two monthly
columns for Romantic
Times, OReader ¢
Groupsd6 and
OPersonal Ke
about beloved au-
thors and their
Okeeperdé rom
Pat has established
herself as an expert
romance reader and

her quotes have ap-
peared on several au-
thorsd bookc

She recommends
books she enjoys to
the Groups?®
tacts in her quarterly e
-newsletters.

Pat started her own
author PR business in
2001 by marketing her
list of romance read-
er sd gto authgoss
publicists, and publish-
ers. The list includes
127 contacts in five
countries and offers
comprehen-
sive informa-
tion about
romance
friendly
bookstores
and readers
groups.

In 2002, Ms. Rouse
started doing PR work
for authors which
have included: Lara
Adrian aka Tina St.
John, Shelley Bradley
aka Shayla Black,
Jean Brashear, Jaci
Burton, Tori Carrington,
Sylvia Day, Cindy
Gerard, Brenda
Joyce, Jade Lee, Sa-
sha Lord, Gennita
Low, Janice Lynn,
Julianne MacLean,
Marliss Melton, Lynn
Michaels, Lucy Mon-

roe, Gena Showalter,
Deborah Smith, Sunny
and J.R. Ward.

Today Pat will empha-
size how to best net-
work with booksellers
and readers groups,
what PR ma-
terials to

| send, when
and how to
mail, and
what informa-
tion should be
included.

Additionally
she will recommend
designers and printers.

She will touch on how
to best network on the
Internet and make
recommendations on
what the different
websites offer and
other unique ways to
promote through
blogging, book videos
and video interviews

Join us!



http://www.sfarwa..com
http://www.sfarwa..com
mailto:chandraknits@yahoo.com
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It's been two months
since the last newsletter
and so much has hap-
pened, the most nota-
ble, National in our own
back yard!

I hope you all
had as much fun
as | did. | came
home exhausted,
but happy.

It's really the only
time during the
year | get to con-
nect with far
away friends.

| hope everyone
came away, en-
ergized and
ready to write! | know |
did.

The board has been
energized as well. We

A Note from the Prez...

have a lot planned for
the last quarter of '08
and the first quarter of
'09.

And | am very happy to
announce that we

have a very special
event planned for the
holiday meeting.  [I'll be
sharing details at the
September meeting,

but watch for the de-
tails to come out in the
October newsletter.

Speaking of Septem-
ber's meeting, I'm very
excited to have author
publicist Pat Rouse as
our guest.

Be sure to RSVP!

| also want to remind
everyone it's election
time. Enclosed in this

newsletter is the list of
board positions
and their duties.

Take a look, and,
please, while volunteer-
ing does take time, the
reward comes back
tenfold. Please support
the chapter and run for
office.

With that, I'll say ciao,
and see you Septem-
ber 13th!

*

’

A

Congratulations to 2008 Golden Heart Winner Pamela Fryer!
Pam wonthe Golden Heart Series Contemporary Suspense/Adventure
category with her romantic suspense, The Midnight Effect

Signing Opportunities

Our PAN Liaison, Kalen Hughes , arranges new release signings each month at the Emeryville

Borders.

The signing is held after the meeting (second Saturday of each month) from 1:30
opportunity

i's this a

great

for our

that local readers can anticipate to meet and greet their favorite authors.

I f youdd I

ke to

ma k e

and ISBN at kalenhughes@yahoo.com

-3:30. Not only
chapter

ar r ang esendhesyour men reainegg titte, y o u r

Member Regan Taylor also arranges signing most months at the Borders Express in San Rafael,

CA. Contact Regan at

Maitilmom@aol.com

for more details.

me mber


http://www.kalenhughes.com
mailto:kalenhughes@yahoo.com
http://www.regantaylor.com/
mailto:Maiti1mom@aol.com
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Dear fellow SFA -RWA members,

Fifteen years ago last month, | walked into my first SFA  -RWA meeting. My life changed

forever that day. | had been toying with an idea for a traditional Regency and had writ-

ten all of one chapter, but would never have known what
chance, discovered RWA and the fabulous San Francisco Area chapter.

| learned about honing my craft and about the business end of writing, | found a critique
group, and | got my first publishing contract before | had even finished that first Regency.
| doubt | would ever have published a book without RWA and this chapter, and for that |
am forever grateful.

More than all of that, however, | found the most wonderful group of
women | dve e @womenkvhooumderstand the joys and angst
of writing, the ups and downs of the business, and who have been un-
ceasingly supportive and encouragi n{
watched the chapter evolve over the years, just as publishing has
evolved, but one thing that has never changed is the warmth and
friendship this group has always given me. | love this chapter, and the
two years | spent as president were nothing less than a labor of love,
and very rewarding.

Sadly, | must now say good -bye as | leave San Francisco for Minneapo-
lis. I will have moved by the time this letter is published, and will be bus-
ily unpacking and settling into our new home. | was very disappointed

not to have an August meeting to attend where | could say my fare-

wells in person. |

know this short letter is not enough to express my gratitude, but it will have to do. | want
you all to know how much this chapter has meant to me and how much | will miss it. | will
miss our lively meetings, the roses for new sales, the good news announcements with
chocolate kisses, and the disappointments with chocolate hugs. | will miss commiserating
on career highs and lows over bagels and orange juice, sharing news with old friends and
new, comparing notes with other writers, and | will especially miss the excitement when
someone makes that first sale or wins a Golden Heart. (Congrats, Pam!)

The good news is that RWA is everywhere, and no matter where one lives there is a chap-

ter of like -minded writers to be found nearby. How cool is that? So | am looking forward

to making new friends in Minneapolis at the Midwest Fiction Writers chapter. But SFA -RWA
will always be MY chapter. | love you guys!

All the best,

Candice Hern

Candicef6s first book, A PROPER COMPANI ON, was published in January 19

traditional short Regency Romances, and now writes longer Regency -set historical romances. Candiceds |
have won the Holt Medallion, Gol den Quill, Write Touch Readers Award,
Romance Writersd Award of Excellence, and have made it into the Top F

Journal and Top Ten Favorite Books by Romance Writers of America.

Learn more about Candice at www.candicehern.com
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SFARWA March Featured Author

Welcome to our fea-
tured author interview
with Tawny Weber.

How long did you work
before you got pub-
lished?

It took forever, uphill
both ways in the
snow.... Okay & so not
quite that long or that
hard, but it often felt
like it.

| started writing in 2002
and sold in 2006. Dur-
ing those four years, |
did work hard to learn
all | could about the
craft, about my target
market and to write 8
constantly.

| also set regular dead-
lines to get into the
practice of writing on a
schedule, which, while
itdés not
as with real deadlines,
did help me a great
deal in understanding
my personal writing
process and time-
frames.

What do you like best
about the writer's life?

orking in my jammies?
Just kidding, (sort of)
<g>

| love seeing the char-
acters come to life in

quit

Tawny Weber

my mind, then on pa-
per.

There is something
magical about creat-
ing stories that let the
characters evolve and
grow because of the
love they find in each
other. 146d
long time ago that
when | wrote a story, it
had to be something
that I, as the first
reader, would love to
read. That way, even if
Il dm t he
gets to read it, some-
one liked the story.

I love the
bring enjoyment and
happiness to readers
the way my favorite
authors have brought
to me.

What PQV is easier for
you to write, hero or
heroine?

Usually the heroes. His
perception of the hero-
ine is always more in-
triguing than hers of
herself, I find it much
easier to show the
many fécets of them e
heroines personality
through his eyes.

To me, women & and
hence the heroines &
have so much more
emotional baggage to
work through. At least,
they do in my stories, so
whil e in
sometimes a challenge
to show this growth
while staying true to my
voice (which tends to-
ward smart ass, light

det

only

t hei

and naughty).

By giving over to the
Heroes POV,
to let the reader see
what he sees. Much
fun!

Who or what inspires

yOlij?d ed a

| grew up reading ro-
mances, and loved
that happy, satisfied
feeling | always had
when | finished one. |
hope readers who en-

ieynmy boghts will have
that same feeling.

For inspiration, | am

i d ldlessed with a fabylayg |

husband. He
the sweetest
ever met , h e

the most romantic.
There is something em-
powering about some-
one who
you, and still wants to
hang around LOL.

That 6s what
stories & that fun, life -
encompassing love
that makes everything
a little brighter, a little
easier.

What are you reading
right now?

Karin

nightstand.
reading

WITHIN. | saw him at
Natignahand he wass
fabulous!

What advice would you
offer to the unpublished
romance writer?

(Continued on pag)

just

Tabkeds
OF SURRENDER is on my

Eric
COACHING THE ARTIST

Il dm abl e

OThere

something

magical about

0s
me Creating stories
0s

that let the

o c Characters evolve

and grow because
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Chapter New Releases

Mat i | da 6By JoAmnrsimith Ainsworth

Sambhain Publishing
September 2008
ISBN 160504-195-5

Duty requires sacrificeébut the heart will.l
At the time, pretending marriage to her middle -aged widower cousin seemed like

the best way to escape a politically motivated betrothal to a brutal knight. Now, her

journey toward a new life has landed her in hot water i she's been waylaid by a lo-

cal Norman baron who's mistaken her for a real bride. And he demands First Night

rights.

Hot water turns to steam in a scalding nid
known. And now must live without. Lord Geoffrey is entranced at first sight of the
Anglo -Saxon beauty, and finds that one night in her arms is not nearly enough. But all
he can offer the low -born Matilda is a life in the shadows fi as his mistress.

Her head warring with her heart, Matilda resigns herself to her duty in a masquerade
of a marriage. It's a choice that could cost her life.

For the knight who first sought her hand is back with murder on his mind. Now it's

]OANNSMITHAINSWORTH Geoff who's faced with the wultimate choicq:
the love of the one woman who can heal his soul?
SAMDNAIN putiei Lo

= At Samhain Publishing

C‘ZEMPLAR CJ%GHT Templar Knight, Forbidden Bride By Lynna Banning
e Harlequin Mills & Boon
gé RUELOLES bz September 2008

ISBN978-0-373-29514-2

Hardened, battle -weary warrior Reynaud has forgotten
what delight a beautiful woman brings. On his return to
Granada, he is drawn to Leonor despite his Templar

vows, sensing that she can heal his hidden wounds.

Leonor, however, is set upon her own dangerous

path. Together they travel to 12th century Carcassonne,
each day growing closer and struggling to resist their for-
bidden passion.

At Amazon.com
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http://samhainpublishing.com/authors/joann-smith-ainsworth
http://www.amazon.com/Templar-Knight-Forbidden-Harlequin-Historical/dp/0373295146

Chapter New Releases

break some
ryles.

Jbe 8ad Boys of Foatball

BAME FOR
@E@ﬂﬂ@ﬁﬂ@[ﬁ]

Game for Seduction By Bella Andre
Simon & Schuster - September 2008 - ISBN9781416558415

She's not a good girl anymore . . . now she's GAME FOR SEDUCTION

The daughter of a powerful sports agent, Melissa McKnight has harbored lust -filled fantasies for Dominic DiMarco
ever since she was an awkward teenager, when the San Francisco Outlaws' gorgeous wide receiver became

her father's superstar client. Now Melissa's a beautiful, tenacious associate in her father's firm, and being around

to -die -for hardbodies is all in a day's work...until tangling with Dominic at a photo shoot blindsides her with pas-

sion.

Dominic has built a flawless career by being in control -on and off the field. And despite his intense desire for
Melissa, he's not about to seduce his agent's daughter. Until Melissa stages a power play to break free from her
domineering father -and winds up at an edgy bar on the wrong side of town. Dominic thinks he's rescuing the

innocent Melissa he met years ago . . . but one night of sizzling passion reveals a woman with no limits -including
a penchant for hot sex in public places. If anyone's breaking all the rules of seduction, it's sexy, irresistible Melissa.

But Dominic has a secret from years ago  -one that could ruin his sterling reputation and take Melissa along with
him. Will his bad boy past bind them closer together? Or will they crash and burn?

At Barnes & Noble.com

THE RANCHERO®S S URPBIS$E&n CkdsbR R |
Silhouette Special Edition - September 2008 - ISBN 0373249225

OHAVE A PROPOSI TI ON FOR YOU. 6

Cattle rancher Tony Young was seeing stars. Movie idol Maggie

McShane i Amer i cads sfwhadkjustaskadrhim to marry her! It was strictly a temporary
business arrangement. But ever since they shared a dance and a night of incredible lovemak-
ing, Tony wanted the pleasure of something a little more...permanent.

From the minute she metthe  sexy cowboy, Maggie knew he was the answer to her wedding

woes. But when the charade ended, would they have to call the whole thing off? Or, with the
Taka-Hanson Hotel throwing them the biggest wedding ever, could Maggie and Tony turn their
sham marriage into a forever kind of love?

At Barnes & Noble.com

Risqué Business By Tawny Weber
Harlequin Blaze - September 2008 - ISBN978-0-373-79422-5
This is a challenge neither one can refuse....

When professorl/literary reviewer Delaney Connor wins a makeover, she's suddenly getting lots of
attention! Too bad it's from bad boy = --and very sexy --author Nick Angel, whose latest book De-
|l aney shredded. Her main compl aint? All of Nid
sion? The feelings? But when she and Nick find themselves between the sheets, Delaney ends
up feeling farmor e than she ever expectedé

Nick finds Delaney frustrating and very, very attractive. But experience tells him it's just skin deep.

So he challenges the seductive Delaney - either prove that love makes good sex great (her the-
ory), or else admit that the world's greatest sex is purely physical (his theory). No matter who wins,
they're going to have a deliciously decadent time proving each other wrong....

At Amazon.com

Page 6

AGE,


http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Ranchers-Surprise-Marriage/Susan-Crosby/e/9780373249220/?itm=6
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Game-for-Anything/Bella-Andre/e/9781416558415/?itm=3

